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Preface

The unprecedented pursuit of ‘One Country Two Systems'
(henceforth 1C2S) demands unyielding exploration and
persistence from stakeholders. Since 1997, we have made
headway in the realization of 1C2S, but at the same time, have also
encountered many challenges. To assist full implementation of
1C2S, in July 2017, Path of Democracy established the 1C2S Index
and released its first report in relation thereto with a view to
conduct an objective evaluation of the continued implementation
of 1C2S by reviewing the accomplishments and shortfalls of 1C2S
at the 20th Anniversary of Hong Kong SAR.

The 1C2S Index is based on both local opinion and international
perception on the current state of 1C2S. In order to measure local
sentiment, we conduct periodic public surveys in Hong Kong on
aspects such as 'Hong Kong people administering Hong Kong),
judiciary independence, the high degree of autonomy and other
important issues. We also looked at global studies carried out by
international think tanks and how Hong Kong is being rated on
aspects like human rights, rule of law, freedom of speech and
freedom of association. These independent evaluations are also
incorporated into the Index to give a more balanced view on how
the World including Hong Kong people look at the state of 1C2S.

We also devised and introduced the 1C2S Mass Media Index
(MMI) by making use of big data analytics to measure the
media sentiment of Hong Kong towards 1C2S since 1998 with
real-time monitoring and predictive alerts. In compiling our
reports, we also sought views on current issues related to
1C2S, such as the public's emigration plans, national security
and economic integration.

We extend our sincere gratitude to the research team involved
in the production of our ninth edition of the 1C2S Index report:
Christina Chan, Ting Hin Yan, lan Chan and Benson Lam. We
are also grateful to Hong Kong Institute of Asia-Pacific Studies
of the Chinese University of Hong Kong for completing the
telephone polls and Sentiment. Al for measuring media
sentiments on our behalf.

Going forward, to better inform policy makers and the public,
we will continue to conduct public surveys and update
international indices every six months, and to monitor media
sentiment reqgularly to gauge the latest perceptions of the
public, the international community and the media on 1C2S.
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Key Findings

Solid steps towards ‘patriots administering Hong Kong' were
taken in the second half of 2021. The Election Committee and
Legislative Council were reformed and their first elections
were conducted. Pro-Beijing candidates claimed landslide
victory as pro-democracy parties refused to take part. A
mandatory oath of allegiance was arranged for district
councillors in batches, unseating 49 opposition members and
urging more than 200 to resign.

Two major online media halted operations, following police
investigations in relation to national security. A number of
Tiananmen monuments in university campuses were also
removed or demolished. Some claimed that these will
commence the de-politization of Hong Kong youth and the
education system. On the other side of the coin, scepticism
about the future of press freedom and academic freedom
grew stronger.

The ideological battle over democracy went head-to-head
when US' Summit for Democracy was met with China's
‘China: Democracy That Works' white paper. The state of
democracy in Hong Kong inevitably became an argument
point by Western politicians. Citing closures of media outlets
and results of the legislative election, UN Commission on
Human Rights, EU, US and UK expressed concerns over
freedom of the press and democratic elements under Hong
Kong's national security law and electoral reform.

Expectations of government performance were higher than
ever as patriots gained complete influence in the governance
system. In the meantime, political apathy was slowly
developing in the midst of the dissolution of opposition
parties, unions and civil society groups. In our ninth edition of
the 1C2S Index report, we hope to shed some light on the
subject with substantial quantitative data from our latest
round of survey conducted from December 2021 to January
2022, scores given by international think tanks and
sentiments expressed by local media.
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V-shaped recovery of confidence in 1C2S

Despite limited participation from the opposition, completion
of two territory-wide elections had won people's confidence in
central-local relations and the high degree of autonomy that
Hong Kong enjoys. Convictions of protest cases, while
unwelcomed by their supporters, also brought perceived
restoration of law and order. A strong rebound of 1C2S Index
close to the pre-extradition level was witnessed. The latest
reading rose from 5.56 t0 5.76.

All twelve indicators in Index (A) rose with statistical
significance in nine of them. The greatest increases came
from 'full implementation of 1C2S in the future' (+24.2%),
‘resolving differences via dialogue and negotiation' (+22.8%)
and 'equality before the law' (+16.6%).

From our past reports, it has been a consistent pattern that
the Hong Kong public harboured much higher expectations
and much more critical view on the integrity of 1C2S while
changes in Index (B), namely, International Perception, tend to
be more diverse and less drastic. Due to time lag in the
compilation of international indices, negative impacts due to
anti-extradition movement have now caught up at the
international level and begins to affect the various indices.

Strong support for the continuation of 1C2S

Despite series of political controversies in the second half of
2021, there was almost no change to the support for the
continuation of 1C2S beyond 2047, which remained high at
67.4%. With fewer people opted for opposing continuation at
13.9%, net support increased by 4.2 percentage points to
53.5%. An overwhelming majority of over two-thirds of the
respondents still regard 1C2S as the right system for Hong
Kong's future.

For most people, 'maintaining a high degree of autonomy’
(63.3%) remained the most favourable condition to the
continuation of 1C2S. '‘Maintaining economic prosperity and
stability’ rose to a close second and reached its historical high
(60.6%). 'Political system democratises further' (40.9%)
dropped continuously, mirrored by a sustained growth in
‘maintaining national security' (24.1%).
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Easing political polarization

Political polarization continued to cool down after the exit of
opposition parties on the political stage. The gap between
moderates and non-establishment supporters continued to
widen, as the two moved away from each other with a rise of
7.6 percentage points for the former and a large drop of 11.1
percentage points for the latter. As a result, moderates remained
the largest group (62.1%), followed by non-establishment
supporters (19.6%) and pro-establishment supporters (12.4%).

The rise of moderation was also seen among youths (aged 18
to 29), again corresponding to the subsiding political tension.
Moderates regained dominance with a rise of 12.6 percentage
points to 57.1%. Non-establishment supporters fell to the
second largest group with a massive drop of 18.9 percentage
points to 33.3%. The democrat-localist split within the
non-establishment group was 22.4%-10.9%. The rise of
moderation among 18-29 age group has been a healthy
development; nevertheless, one should remain vigilant to the
possibility of re-radicalization in the near future.

Reconvergence of citizens' identity as Hongkongers
or Chinese

Citizens' self-identification as Hongkongers or Chinese
started to converge after a period of parallel increase and
opposing movement. Although the previous divergence
appeared to stop, the gap was still wide. Since July 2021, the
public's self-identification as ‘Hongkongers' dropped from
8.23 to 7.84 while that as 'Chinese' rose from 4.87 to 5.59.

Most Hong Kong citizens are typically cognizant of their dual
identity as both Hongkongers and Chinese. This had gradually
changed since 2019. While over half of the public
acknowledged dual identity in earlier surveys, this hit rock
bottom in June 2020 but has since rebounded. Although still
less than half, dual identity with the latest reading of 45.5%
became the dominant identity in this round by overtaking
'Hongkonger only’, which dropped to 36.1%.
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Implications and recommendations

The rebound in all indicators in our latest report suggested
that the crises of confidence in the future of 1C2S and Hong
Kong may have come to an end. However, we still found that
people's perception to the current state of 1C2S was
unsatisfactory. It is difficult to reconcile the fact that despite
what appeared to be a marked decline in confidence of the
1C2S, people of Hong Kong still overwhelmingly indicated they
are in favour of the continuation of the same beyond 2047. A
possible explanation is that while the immediate perception is
bad, the longer view of 1C2S still holds good.

Public discontent appeared to be tapering down. People with
emigration plans started to decline. The proportion of
moderates continued to grow while non-establishment
supporters steadily declined. More people attributed equal
responsibility to both Hong Kong and Mainland when conflicts
arise in the implementation of 1C2S. The proportion of
population identifying themselves as ‘Chinese’ also embarked
on a modest rate of increase.

The two rival camps showed extreme views over the impact of
the Northern Metropolis and recent LegCo election.
Moderates was the only group countering this juxtaposition. A
rational voice exists in the wider society, but it is vulnerable to
populist narratives. Policymakers must take care to ensure
that moderate opinions continue to enjoy the benefit of a
nourishing and safe environment in a divided culture.
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Over the past half year, a major turnaround in the perception
of 1C2S was witnessed after the implementation of electoral
reform. Itis important for the HKSAR government to capitalize
on the growing confidence and build further momentum by
spearheading a concerted effort involving all sectors of Hong
Kong including the business community, the academia,
professional bodies, and like-minded think tanks and NGOs to
promote the image of Hong Kong under 1C2S. Such effort
may include:

- Setting up the Office of 1C2S for sustained outreach effort
both locally and in the APEC region to mobilize support
and enhance Hong Kong's presence. This dedicated
office will actively participate in foreign think tank forums
directly or through the business community to promote
the Hong Kong narrative in the international arena;

- Creating a Press Secretary for the CE Office to hold daily
press briefings with local and international media to tackle
latest policy issues timely, fully and properly, including the
National Security Law to address the fear and anxiety of
the foreign community in Hong Kong; and

- Educating young members of the public on 1C2S basics,
understanding of rule of law, human rights and freedoms
and broadening awareness of social, national and global
issues.
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1C2S at a Glance
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Introduction

This is the ninth edition of our '‘One Country Two Systems'
(henceforth 1C2S) Index report. The purpose of the 1C2S
Index is to provide an objective assessment on the
implementation of 1C2S. Our first Report was released in
mid-2017, on the 20th anniversary of the return of Hong Kong
to China. We update the 1C2S Index every six months, at
mid-year and year end.

Every half year, we update the 1C2S Index through updating
Index (A): Public Opinion and Index (B): International
Perception respectively with a new public survey and with the
latest data from international indices. To complement our
Index, we also introduced a new index: 1C2S Mass Media
Index (MMI) that uses big-data techniques to measure the
sentiment of Hong Kong newspapers since 1998.

We commissioned the Hong Kong Institute of Asia-Pacific
Studies of the Chinese University of Hong Kong to conduct
telephone poll between December 2021 to January 2022 to
compile Index (A). On the other hand, not every indicator of
Index (B) can be updated to 2022 because international
indices are released with a considerable time lag. MMI was
measured by Sentiment.Al and updated to the end of
December 2021.
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In our latest survey, we continue to include topical issues
related to 1C2S, such as the continuation of 1C2S beyond
2047, citizen's identity, attitude towards emigration and public
opinions on the Greater Bay Area. To fully capture the
socio-political reality of the city, we introduced new questions
to gauge the impact of recent socio-political changes, like the
electoral reform and the Northern Metropolis.

It should be stressed that Index (A), Index (B) and MMI are
determined by perception and may or may not reflect the
reality. Even so, changes in perceptions of 1C2S of the Hong
Kong public, of international think tanks, and of the Hong Kong
press are nevertheless important. We will analyse the reasons
for the changes as they are crucial for the implementation of
1C2S.

In our report, all scores are expressed in a scale of 0-10. An
asterisk ('+) indicates a change in scores compared with the
previous round that is big enough to be statistically
significant. If there is no mentioning of statistical significance
about a score, it means that the change concerned is
statistically insignificant.
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1C2S Index

The 1C2S Index is the average of Index (A): Public Opinion, the
evaluation of the Hong Kong public on different dimensions of
1C2S, and Index (B): International Perception, the evaluation of
international think tanks on various aspects of freedom and
democracy in Hong Kong. The methodology is explained in
Appendix I.

Figure 1 shows the scores of the 1C2S Index since its
inception. The latest reading in January 2022 was 5.76 with an
increase of 3.6% from 5.56 in July 2021. Results obtained in
Indices (A) and (B) will be detailed in the following
sub-sections.

Due to increasing scepticism towards 1C2S and time lag in
data availability, the estimated score of Index (B) is likely to be
upwardly biased. In this respect, decision makers in Hong
Kong should take careful note of the declining trend and its
ramifications.

Figure 1: 1C2S Index
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2.1. Index (A): Public Opinion

Table 1 shows that all indicators experienced a rise since July
2021. The three highest increases were 'full implementation of
1C2S in the future' (+24.2%), 'resolving differences via
dialogue and negotiation’ (+22.8%) and ‘equality before the
law’ (+16.6%).

Overall, only one indicator scored higher than the median of 5,
namely, ‘safeguarding national sovereignty, security &
development interests’. Other relatively well-perceived
indicators scoring over 4 included '‘Maintaining prosperity and
stability’ (4.75) and 'Original ways of life' (4.51). Indicators
scoring the lowest were: 'Hong Kong people administering
Hong Kong' (3.18), 'resolving differences via dialogue and
negotiation' (3.45) and 'democratic development' (3.47).
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Table 1 : Index (A): Public Opinion
x1:168 (A)  RERT

2019.12 2020.6 2021.1 2021.7 2022.1

B3. Democratic development

Average “¥¥9%) 3.53 3.39 3.62 3.62 4.02
A. High Degree of Autonomy &= 54 3.63 3.52 3.43 3.39 3.75
A1. Self -conduct of administrative affairs
e R 3.49 3.40 3.34 3.42 3.89
A2. Independent judiciary
BB AR 427 416 4.00 3.80 4.09
A3. Independent legislature
S 375 371 362 355 384 —~/
A4. '"Hong Kong people administering Hong Kong
3 ABE) 2.99 2.82 2,77 2.80 3.18 \_/
B. Human Rights and Freedom A 7% 5 - - 3.83 3.71 4.02
B1. Original ways of life
EEAE ST 4.55 4.39 4.47 4.33 4517 \_,\/
B2. Freedom of speech
e 43 404 392 361 367 S\

= EssE 3.21 3.08 3.01 3.09 3.47

B4. Equality before the law

e - - 3.98 3.80 4.43
C. Hong Kong - Mainland Relations [/ (% - - 3.61 3.77 4.30

C1. Resolving differences via dialogue and

negotiation 2.63 253 2.59 2.8 3.45
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C2. Safeguarding national sovereignty, security &

development interests _ _ 4.99 520 547
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C3. Maintaining prosperity and stability

s aTiE - - 415 4.22 475

C4. Fullimplementation of 1C2S in the future

FRARTES B 2.53 2.37 2.70 2.85 3.54




2.1.1. Generation gap and political divide

Figure 2 shows Index (A) by age group. There was a rise for all
age groups except the 30-39 age group which continued its
downward trend in previous rounds and decreased by 10.2%.
The strongest growth belonged to the 18-29 age group which
rose by 25.1% to 2.64. The only change that reached statistical
significance was in the 70 or above age group, which grew by
16.4% to 5.74.

Figure 3 shows Index (A) by political inclination. Average
scores produced by all political groups collectively increased
except democrats. Pro-establishment supporters, whose
scores never dropped lower than 7, produced a score of 7.42
after a 3.1 percent rise from July 2021. Moderates remained
steady with a 1.4 percent increase to 4.33. The 1.4 percent
increase in the score by non-establishment supporters to 1.46
was mainly contributed by localists, which recorded a sharp
rise of 50% to 1.35. Democrats were the only group which had
a declined score of 1.50, after falling by 7.5%.

Statistical tests revealed that there was a clear and consistent
divide in evaluation scores between younger and older age
groups, and across all political inclinations. Not only were
scores increased with age, scores of the three younger age
group were also statistically lower than the three older ones.
In  comparison with moderates, the evaluations of
pro-establishment supporters were significantly higher. On
the other hand, evaluations of non-establishment supporters

2.1.1.

RBRBGATER

QB TEBFEAR R ISR (A) BIEFD © 30-39
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P e BREITIRSN - FTEBURIEERY T 318013
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TRHREFSI%NET.A29 o BIKRFEE > L
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IEME—IS D) TERVAER] > TET.5%ZE1.507 °

Bagstian > FRMNERMER 2B RFIEEAIR
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FEMIEM » —EFEERBT D R E L
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were significantly lower.
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Figure 2: Index (A): Public Opinion (by age)
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Figure 3:Index (A): Public Opinion (by political inclination)
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2.2. Index (B): International Perception

We obtain scores on Hong Kong's freedoms and democracy
from international think tanks to compile Index (B). These
scores are derived from Cato-Fraser Institutes’ Human
Freedom Index, which comprises the Economic Freedom
Index and Personal Freedom Index, and the Economic
Intelligence Unit's Democracy Index. The scores and ranks of
Hong Kong since 2010 are shown in Table 2.

As international studies cover a very large number of
countries, they do not always reflect the latest conditions. We
will update the indices with data from comparable
international indicators whenever possible. The method of
updating is detailed in Appendix I.

Hong Kong has always ranked number one in Economic
Freedom Index, with a score of around 9, the latest score
dropped to its lowest since 2010 but is still relatively high
at 891. The drop in the index score perhaps reflected
downgrades of credit rating of Hong Kong in late 2019 and
early 2020, but the high score also reflected the economic
resilience of Hong Kong.

Hong Kong's score in Personal Freedom Index peaked at 8.95
in 2010, dropped to an estimated score of 8.00 in 2021. Given
the adverse publicity in the international media on recent
political events in Hong Kong, the decline of 10.6% from its
peak is not surprising. Nonetheless, Hong Kong's latest score
was still relatively high.

The Democracy Index rose from 5.92 in 2012 to a peak of 6.50
in 2017, rising by 9.8%, reflecting that Hong Kong made some
progress in democratisation vis-a-vis the increase of directly
elected seats in the legislature. Hong Kong's score fell to 5.57
in 2020, dropping by 14.3% from the peak in 2017. The latest
score recorded a slight recovery to 5.60.

Index (B) rose from 7.96 in 2010 to a peak of 7.99 in 2014, rising
by 11%, largely as a result of the rise in Hong Kong's
Democracy Index. Since then, it has embarked on a declining
trend. The latest reading came in at 7.50, representing a drop
of 6.1% from the peak.

2.2. $5% (B) : EFRHE
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Table 2: Index (B): International Perception
&2 188 (B)  EIFRIHE

Human Freedom Index
FA\fEEHIEE0 Democracy Index

TR hageante
Economic Freedom Personal Freedom Sub-aggregate "
M&EBRH J MEA B DE

2010 9.03 (1) 8.99 (35) 8.95(4) 5.85(84) 7.96
2011 9.00 (1) 8.89 (34) 8.94 (5) - -
2012 8.95(1) 8.80 (35) 8.87 (8) 5.92 (80) 7.89
2013 8.93 (1) 8.73 (37) 8.81(11) 5.92 (80) 7.86
2014 8.97 (1) 8,57 (41) 874 (17) 6.42 (63) 7.9
2015 8.96 (1) 8.40 (44) 8.63(21) 6.42 (65) 7.92
2016 8.96 (1) 8.37 (46) 8.62 (24) 6.46 (66) 7.93
2017 8.98(1) 8.45 (45) 8.67 (20) 6.50 (67) 7.98
2018 9.03 (1) 8.39 (46) 8.66 (20) 6.15(73) 7.86
2019 8.91 (1) 8.06 (57) 8.41 (30) 6.02 (73) 7.66
2020 891" 8.04" 8.48" 6.57 (87) 751
2021 8.914 8.00 8.46" 5.60 (85) 7.50

Note: ‘*'" denotes updates based on comparable indicators

58 T BB BERERNERER




2.2.1. Components of Personal Freedom Index 2.2.1. TMEAABHEZ NFER

Table 3 shows Hong Kong's scores and ranks in seven R IBMW2010FE2021F » &81E MBABH
components of the Personal Freedom Index from 2010 to 2021. 158 tETEE NSNS - R >
During this period, the score of 'security & safety’ dropped by (&2 9 TH0.46% > BERAHF 4B KNIRETR
0.46 as HK fell sharply from the fourteenth to the forty-fourth FHE445 0 B201THL > TEA) RAT.149 T
place in the category. Since 2017, ‘rule of law' dropped further 26760~ MEt - EgRARMTEEA] H6.27
form 7.14 t0 6.76, 'association & assembly’ from 6.27 to 4.88 and DEE4887  TEmBEH) HT.559%E6.99

‘expression & information’ from 7.55 to 6.99, suggesting P RRETEETEHESENEASHBME
concerns on personal freedoms in Hong Kong from the e TBWEBRH) ~ TRZH &k MMRIRE KkE
international community. Scores for ‘'movement’, ‘religion’ and F) D EREEIEE o

'identity & relationships' were fairly stable.

Table 3: Personal Freedom Index

=3 MEABHEEH

Association,
Security & - Assembly &  Expression & Identity &
Yea:\r RUIGZ oi\Law Safety Moyjment iellglon Civil Society  Information  Relationships Aggegate
FH Vo= %2 BIEEH SHEH B EBR =mam BIZEREE B
AERMEEH

2010 7.50(18) 9.77(14) 9.70(61) 8.98(83)  8.10(85)  8.14(60) 10.00 (16)  8.89 (35)
2011 7.50(18) 9.80(10) 9.70(61) 8.98(85)  8.10(85)  8.14 (55) 10.00 (15)  8.89 (34)
2012 7.39(19) 9.78(14) 9.65(63) 8.98(85)  7.83(93)  8.01(61) 10.00 (16)  8.80 (35)

2013 7.39(19) 9.71(17) 9.65(63) 8.98(81)  7.65(92)  7.94(62) 9.38(50)  8.73(37)
2014 7.80(16) 9.74(15) 9.63(66) 8.91(81)  6.96(108)  7.58(72) 9.38(51)  8.57(41)
2015 7.79(23) 9.75(17) 9.63(62) 8.91(79)  6.43(114)  7.55(72) 9.38(51)  8.40 (44)
2016 7.14(23) 9.74(16) 9.63(64) 8.91(83) 6.27(117)  7.55(75) 9.38(52)  8.37 (46)

2017 7.14(23) 9.75(13) 9.59(67) 8.91(75  6.27(118)  7.55(74) 10.00(29)  8.45 (45)
2018 7.07(23) 9.69(21) 9.51(67) 8.91(81) 559(121)  7.55(71) 10.00 (30)  8.39 (46)
2019  7.07(23) 9.31(44) 9.58(64) 8.55(87) 4.88(134)  6.99 (85) 10.00(33)  8.06 (57)
2020 7.07 9.31 9.58 8.55 4.88" 6.89 10.00* 8.04

2021 6.76" 9.31* 9.58% 8.55% 4.88" 6.89* 10.00* 8.00*

Note: Number in brackets indicates world ranking; "' indicates updates based on comparable indicators

5 ESEAEMESE TN AEEAEMEIREE
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2.2.2. Comparison with Hong Kong's neighbours

As Hong Kong is a highly developed region and given that
highly developed regions tend to have comparatively higher
scores in freedom and democracy as compared with
developing regions — we have selected certain neighbouring
developed countries and territories (namely, Japan, South
Korea, Singapore, and Taiwan) as benchmarks for comparison
and assessment of Hong Kong's performance. We have also
compared the respective scores of the Mainland and Hong
Kong under the indices, for the purpose of identifying whether
Hong Kong has become increasingly 'mainlandised’ under
1C2S. For brevity, we will refer to Japan, South Korea,
Singapore, Taiwan, and the Chinese mainland as 'neighbours'.

Table 4 compares Hong Kong and its neighbours in the
various indices of Index (B) in 2021. Hong Kong's score in
Economic Freedom was world leading while its score in
Personal Freedom Index was at par with its developed
neighbours. Due to Hong Kong's superlative performance in
Economic Freedom Index, its score in Human Freedom Index
was comparable to the four developed neighbours. However,
Hong Kong's Democracy Index was lower than its developed
neighbours, even Singapore who always used to score lower
than Hong Kong surpassed Hong Kong in the latest index
score. Consequently, Hong Kong's Index (B) score of 7.50 was
lower than Japan's 8.47, Korea's 8.25, and Taiwan's 8.72, but
above Singapore's 7.41 and was much higher than Mainland's
4.53.

Table 5 compares the 2021 Personal Freedom Index of Hong
Kong with its neighbours. Hong Kong's scores were in the
same league as those of our developed neighbours (Japan,
Korea, Singapore, and Taiwan), and were much higher than
those of the Mainland. Hong Kong's aggregate score of 8.00
was higher than that of Singapore's 7.19 but lower than
Japan's 9.27, Korea's 8.97, and Taiwan's 9.14.

In comparison with its four developed neighbours, Hong Kong
was relatively strongin ‘security & safety’ and ‘movement’, but
relatively weak in 'rule of law' and 'association, assembly &
civil society'. Hong Kong was more or less at par with others
in the remaining four components, namely, ‘religion’,
‘expression & information’, and 'identity & relationships'. Hong
Kong's relatively low score in 'rule of law' and ‘association,
assembly & civil society' nevertheless warrants concern.

2.2.2. EBSRAE
—fRms > FEMENEHERTERH > 90
LEPME @R EEERESELERNME - AT
D PSR iTp s i ZE R R tE > SERA
FIER ~ MTIN R BB IELLE » BBLIFTES AR &
R WATLERPENMEETENERRIE
g LURRE T—EWmt) 2 THEEBEEED
FREE(E) -~ HEAEER » HAKEE - B
R ~ QEHEPEPMES Dtz o

= ALLBOIFEBNMItRERS B) - &8
AR B2 I RAETS > B 8B TRER T
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MIs#) HEIEATEEMRELN - TBEERN

MRS AEREr  SEUESEEEE
BRI o BEEESRER - FAET.50894EH (B) &F
DEBRINEANGATY ~ NG 2SN EEN
8.729) » (BRESEATIIIRANT 417 o BB SIEHEE
BYEE D R EEREI At A4 530 & AL o
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Table 4 : Index (B): International Perception of Hong Kong and neighbours (2021)
R4 EBENOMNE 25 (B) | EFREHE (2021)

Human Freedom Index

TA% 3
AR RS Democracy Index Aggregate
r 5 48
Economic Freedom  Personal Freedom Sub-aggregate REIEH R
S =] MEABHA | DE
Hong Kong &7 8.91 8.00 8.46 5.60 (85) 7.50
Mainland China F Byt 6.53 4.86 5.50 2.21(148) 4.53
Japan H7 7.98 9.27 8.63 8.15(17) 8.47
Korea 2] 7.61 8.97 8.29 8.16 (16) 8.25
Singapore #7103 8.81 7.19 8.00 6.23 (66) 7.41
Taiwan 578 8.02 9.14 8.58 8.99 (8) 8.72
Note: Updates based on comparable indicators
= | B RRRN RS
Table 5 : Comparing Personal Freedom Index of Hong Kong and neighbours (2021)
x5 EEREBEBMME MEABSEES  (2021)
Association, Identity&
; A bly & i : ;
Ruleof Law  SSCUY & yiovement Religion Ciiﬁeg‘,ciﬁt Expression & pelationships Aggregate
. Safety et o Y Information RS2 i
7£7C| &% kgflxt E EH i%‘y g EE' %éﬁi N i@& ggﬁ g HE' D:;D %@D
ARAEEH FBIR
Hong Kong &8 6.76 9.31 9.58 8.55 4.88 6.89 10.00 8.00
Mainland China FREIPyith 4.35 8.52 5.12 1.71 1.67 2.65 10.00 4.86
Japan H7 7.96 9.87 9.86 9.56 9.65 8.57 9.38 9.27
Korea 2] 7.82 9.66 8.51 9.89 8.25 8.69 10.00 8.97
Singapore #T/13 7.60 9.79 8.38 7.82 4.61 4.61 8.13 7.19
Taiwan 572 6.97 9.63 9.86 9.90 8.84 8.84 9.38 9.14

Note: Updates based on comparable indicators

5t BT EREREIIRTER
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2.3. 1C2S Mass Media Index

Media sentiment is an important factor in the formation of
public opinion. We attempt to use big data techniques to
measure media sentiment towards 1C2S and monitor how
performance of 1C2S is covered in the mass media to provide
a timely barometer of public sentiment. This opens up many
opportunities of further research in public opinion formation.
Indices constructed from media sentiment can be compiled at
high frequency intervals (e.g. monthly) as they are not subject
to long time lags as found in surveys. They are also possible
to investigate the effect of a specific event on media
sentiment, or to compare sentiments in local and overseas
media.

1C2S MMI measures net sentiment of media articles over six
months. This is to dovetail with our main Index, which is
compiled biannually. We have mined over 175,500 news
articles and around 85 million words from 21 local daily
newspapers. MMl is set at 100 in the base month of July 2017,
the first launch of our report series and the 20th anniversary
of HKSAR. The methodology is explained in Appendix |. A
preliminary assessment of the sentiment from electronic and
online media has also been carried out and is detailed in the
said Appendix.

Our study only gauges sentiment of an important subset of
mass media, namely, printed newspapers, as a general
representation of sentiment in mass media. It should be noted
that many newspapers have broadcasted their news through
online outlets such as websites and mobile apps. In so far as
the news articles of these online outlets are the same as their
printed versions, the sentiment of these articles are already
included in our MMI regardless of whether they are printed or
broadcasted online.

2.3. T—Em%l BEEH
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2.3.1. Recent trend

Year 2020 began with personnel change in the central
government responsible for Hong Kong affairs, involving the
upgrade of the central committee on Hong Kong and Macau
affairs from ‘coordination group' to 'leading group’, and a
restructuring of the Hong Kong and Macau Affairs Office and
new directorship of the Hong Kong Liaison Office. After this, a
massive wave of news coverage pushed MMI upward to
73.0 before it showed a minor drop as COVID-19 crisis
management aroused debates over cross-border visitor
control, followed by speculations about the impact of National
Security Law which pushed MMI down to 66.7 in June 2020.

The latter half of 2020 was no less controversial as the
much-feared National Security Law was eventually enacted
and the LegCo election was postponed for a year. The
argument over 'executive-led system' and ‘separation of
powers' caused unease among some. Such sentiment peaked
when the HKSAR government announced immediate
disqualification of four lawmakers following an NPCSC
decision and the arrest of newspaper mogul Jimmy Lai.
Notwithstanding the shock these events induced, MMI
steadily rose and reached 78.0 by the end of the year. The rise
coincided with Xi's assuring remark on the future of 1C2Sin a
speech he delivered for the 40th anniversary of Shenzhen SEZ
as well as the inclusion of 1C2S in China's 14th Five-Year Plan
and the 2035 Vision.

The upward trend continued after the decision on electoral
reform that foregrounded the principle of ‘patriots
administering Hong Kong', despite mass arrests against
democrat primaries. MMI briefly went down between the first
and second quarters as District Councillors assessed whether
to resign or pledge allegiance. Nonetheless, overall sentiment
have increased by 10.4% to 88.4 from January to June 2021
and this appeared to coincide with an apparent adjustment of

reporting style of media that used to be highly critical of 1C2S.

The triumph of 1C2S was repeatedly applauded during CCP's
100th anniversary events, from the grand celebration to the
landmark resolution on its significant achievements and
historic experiences. There were high hopes for newly elected
members of the Election Committee and Legislative Council,
followed by Beijing's white paper on the democratic
development under 1C2S that endorsed the overhaul of Hong
Kong's electoral system. These official messages prevailed
most news sources and boosted MMI by 9.1% to 97.5.

2.3.1. iRHAEES
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Figure 4: 1C2S MMI (2019-2021)
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2.4. Significant events

Changes in scores in the indices are likely to be affected by
significant political and other landmark events that occurred
during the relevant period. Listed below are major events that
occurred since the last report from July to December 2021,
Major events that occurred in previous reports from mid-2017
to mid-2021 are listed in Appendix II.

Internal governance issues that are not strictly related to 1C2S
appear to have important effects on evaluations of the Hong
Kong public and media, but do not necessarily affect
international evaluations as much. On the other hand,
evaluations of international think tanks may not be free of
western ideological biases against the rise of China, but they
may also reflect genuine weaknesses in the implementation
of 1C2S. It is important to bear these impacts in mind when
reading the findings identified in this Report.

Scores Changes

55 21t

67.2 (1 17.4%)
66.7 (| 0.5%)
780 (1 11.3%)
88.4 (1 10.4%)

975  (19.1%)
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Table 6: Significant events (2021 H2)
xR6:IBBAEH—E (2021H2)

71,
77 &
8.18

76 &
122

716

721 &

10.19

1.22

7.26

8.10,
8.13,
8.18,
9.256&
10.3

85&

10.20

8.10 &

8.20

8.24 &

10.27

8.26 &
9.3

9.24

The HKU Students' Union Council expressed 'deep condolences'
over the dead suspect in the police stabbing incident in Causeway
Bay. Four undergraduates were arrested for advocating terrorism.

Police cracked down the pro-independence group Returning
Valiant and arrested members of the General Union of Hong Kong
Speech Therapists for conspiring to publish seditious
publications.

The US Treasury imposed sanctions on seven deputy directors of
the Hong Kong Liaison Office. The US Departments of State,
Commerce, Homeland Security and the Treasury jointly issued a
business report to warn of the risks of US investors in Hong Kong.

University students involved 2019's CUHK siege were convicted of
rioting and sentenced from 3 years and 9 months to 4 years and 11
months in prison.

Seven white-clad attackers involved in the 7.21 Yuen Long assault
were found guilty of rioting and sentenced from 3 years and 6
months to 7 years in prison.

The first person to be charged under the national security law was
convicted of inciting secession and terrorism after riding a
motorcycle into police and flying a flag with a protest slogan.

A few pro-democracy groups were disbanded, namely the
Federation for a Democratic China, Hong Kong Alliance in
Support of Patriotic Democratic Movements of China, Hong Kong
Confederation of Trade Unions and Hong Kong Professional
Teachers' Union. After being requested to disclose donation
information, the Alliance for True Universal Suffrage and 612
Humanitarian Relief Fund also filed for liquidation and suspended
operations respectively.

US President Joe Biden offered a safe haven programme to
Hongkongers residing in the US by extending their stay for 18
months and allowing them to apply for work permits.

The HKSAR government revealed that it had submitted a report to
the central government in support of the introduction of the
anti-sanctions law in Annex Ill of the Basic Law. However, the law
had not been implemented because the NPC Standing
Committee postponed the decision.

The Film Censorship Ordinance was revised to allow the Chief
Secretary to revoke the certificate of approval or exemption
issued to a film on the ground of national security.

Lawmaker Cheng Chung Tai's registration with the Election
Committee was invalidated and he was so disqualified from
LegCo. Civic Passion announced its dissolution.

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs released the 'Fact Sheet: U.S.
Interference in Hong Kong Affairs and Support for Anti-China,
Destabilizing Forces'.
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In pursuant to the power conferred by Companies Ordinance, the
Financial Secretary investigated the business of Next Digital,
which was subsequently ordered for liquidation by the court.

District Councillors completed their oath-taking ceremonies. 49
were disqualified and more than 200 resigned.

Tiananmen monuments in universities were removed, including
‘Pillar of Shame' in HKU, ‘Goddess of Democracy' in CUHK and a
wall mural about June 4 in Lingnan University.

The Democratic Party and the ADPL announced that no member
signed up for the upcoming LegCo election.

25 pro-democracy activists pleaded guilty and were sentenced
from 4 to 14 months in prison for illegal assemblies on June 4 and
July 1in 2020.

ICAC arrested ten people for inciting others on the Internet to cast
blank votes at the LegCo election.

The Economist stated that the authorities refused to issue a
working visa to one of their journalists.

The 20271 Legislative Council election was successfully held
after a one-year deferral and a electoral overhaul. The
pro-establishment camp had a sweeping victory. Foreign
ministers of the Five Eyes expressed serious concerns about the
erosion of democratic elements in Hong Kong.

The State Council Information Office released the white paper on
"Hong Kong Democratic Progress Under the Framework of One
Country, Two Systems”.

The US State Department and the Treasury sanctioned five
deputy directors of the Hong Kong Liaison Office, accusing them
of undermining Hong Kong's autonomy. The Chinese Ministry of
Foreign Affairs imposed reciprocal sanction on 5 US individuals.

Six current and former management of Stand News were arrested
on conspiring to publish seditious publications. Stand News
announced immediate cessation of operations. United Nations,
UK, US, Germany, Canada and other countries expressed
concerns about the situation of civil society and press freedom in
Hong Kong.

SEEWRHMEEIERSIA (REMAF)) BEES - B

a=Emn
DaE

EBRBEETMEERN  4AMURASTEEN > #1200

L ETTEE -

MEREBASREN TR E) ~ EEPXXASH
TRILME) REEAEH NUTEE) RIE6H -

RIBRRBET  BENEARSZEIEZEHRE

2020F AR E—EAZE ) 25ZRIIRALERGE » #
FIRNAZEL4ES ©

BRBABSRIGHE A SR LT BN DA EE
FhRRARE -

RE (ESA) MEERER > XInEBEREER
BE—HEENLIFEHE -

202Q1FNIEGEE > BN —FNTEEET
E2 0 BRI ST o ERIESETAERER - LREKER
IMNEMBERERERE > BEBTVEBEORITER
(e

Bl E M E S (—EmA T EENRIERAN
g) > CEEBRIFENER -

FEEBEMYBEE 6 S a2 EBPEIRE EE
TEMMIEISSE B EAHE - PEINERBEERE] > §]
BAEBEBAB -

NEIUIGHEIRERAES BRI  SREBFETE
T - WIBHEEMAEHE LIEF - Mok » 2%
ENEEERER SN ARTERNEEH -




HRECHFS

Sign of De-radicalization

Figure 5 shows the composition of Hong Kong population by
political inclination. Moderates (which include centrists and
those without specific political inclination) remained the
largest group (62.1%), followed by non-establishment
supporters  (19.6%) and pro-establishment supporters
(12.4%). Non-establishment supporters were further divided
into democrats (14.8%) and ‘others' (4.8%), which constituted
mostly the localist camp.

Over the last half year, the gap between the moderates and
non-establishment supporters were steadily widening, as the
two diverge from each other with a rise of 7.6 percentage
points of the former and a drop of 11.1 percentage points of
the latter. Among non-establishment supporters, the
proportion of democrats and others dropped by 8.1
percentage points to 14.8% and 3.0 percentage points to 4.8%
respectively. Pro-establishment supporters remained at a
similar level as 12.4%.

A hopeful trend of de-radicalisation and the rise of moderation
endured from mid-2017 to early 2019. The proportion of
moderates and pro-establishment in the population rose
while that of non-establishment supporters declined.
Radicalism resurged abruptly since then leading to a reversal
of trend until the political rift began to heal in early 2020. The
pro-establishment started to regain supporters from late
2019, while the moderates rebounded from its bottom and the
non-establishment shrank from its peak in mid-2020.

In the latest round, moderates and non-establishment
supporters continued their respective trends of rise and
decline. In combination with a steadily declining population of
other non-establishment supporters, the overall trajectory
points to a narrowing political divide. It appeared that the
subsiding momentum of political controversies, such as the
anti-extradition movement and the enactment of NSL, is
beginning to show in the political makeup of the population.
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Figure 5: Political inclination of population
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3.1. De-radicalisation of youths

Figure 6 shows the change in the composition of youths (aged
18 to 29) by political inclination. The proportion of moderates
rose by 12.6 percentage points to 57.1%, overtaking the
non-establishment group which dropped sharply by 18.9
percentage points to 33.3%. Within the non-establishment
group, youths identified as democrats and other
non-establishment fell to early-extradition level. Proportions
of the former fell by 10.2 percentage points to 22.4% while the
latter decreased further by 8.7 percentage points to 10.9%.

From mid-2017 to early 2019, there had been encouraging
signs of de-radicalization of youths, when population of
moderates was high and rising. This trend, however, was
reversed as the proportion of non-establishment supporters
witnessed a steep rise, surpassing moderates for some time.
Furthermore, within the non-establishment group, localists
overtook democrats in certain periods. Since mid-2020, the
situation of radicalisation clearly eased as the proportion of
localists subsided and moderates surpassed the entire
non-establishment group. Nonetheless, despite some steady
decline in the proportion of other non-establishment
population, the fact that almost one-tenth of youths continued
to identify themselves as belonging to the localist camp is still
a worrisome phenomenon.

Figure 6: Political inclination of youths
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2047 BIEE T—EIRmH
Continuation of 1C2S beyond 2047

An issue of utmost importance for the future of Hong Kong is
the continuation of 1C2S beyond 2047. Table 7 shows that
67.4% agreed to the continuation of 1C2S beyond 2047, while
13.9% held the opposite view, leading to an increase of
4.2 percentage points in net support rate to 53.5%. An
overwhelming majority of over two-thirds of the respondents
still regard 1C2S as the right system for Hong Kong's future.

Figure 7 shows the net support produced by respondents of
different age groups. Half of the age groups recorded an
increase. Net support for the 18-29, 40-49 and 60-69 age
groups were 51.2%, 60.4% and 61.8% respectively, having
increased between 10.4 and 16.1 percentage points. A bigger
drop in net support was recorded for the 70 or above age
groups, which decreased by 11.6 percentage points to 44.5%.

Figure 8 shows the net support produced by respondents of
different political inclinations. Moderate became the highest
group with a significant increase of 10.3 percentage points
to 57.5%. The net support for pro-establishment and
non-establishment supporters decreased by 10 percentage
points and 7.9 percentage points respectively to 563.9% and

42.2%, where the drop of the latter was statistically significant.

Table 7: Attitudes towards the continuation of 1C2S beyond 2047
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Figure

7: Net support for continuation of 1C2S (by age)
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4.1. Favourable conditions to the continuation of
1C2S beyond 2047

If respondents agreed to the continuation of 1C2S after 2017,
they were then asked to choose what conditions would be
favourable to the continuation of 1C2S from the following list
(they were allowed to choose more than 1 item):

- Maintaining a high degree of autonomy;

- Maintaining economic prosperity and stability;
- Political system democratises further;

- Maintaining national security; and

- Others (please specify).

Figure 9 shows the percentages of respondents who chose
each of the five conditions. For all respondents, ‘'maintaining a
high degree of autonomy' (64.1%) remained the most
important item. 'Maintaining economic prosperity and
stability’ (60.6%) rose to a close second and reached its
historical high. ‘Political system democratises further' (40.9%)
dropped continuously. Since the enactment of NSL, the
importance of 'maintaining national security’ (24.1%)
continued to rise. In the latest round, it grew by 3.6 percentage
points to a historic high.

Figure 10 shows how the pattern of choice differed by political
inclination and the increasingly stark contrast among
groups of different political inclinations. Pro-establishment
supporters differed their views on 'maintaining a high degree
of autonomy' with other political inclinations. Only slightly
more than 40% of them favoured this condition, while that of
moderates and non-establishment supporters were 64.0% of
and 78.4% respectively. As with the overall trend, all political
inclinations gave their respective record high level of
importance to ‘maintaining national security’.

For pro-establishment supporters, the pursuit of ‘'maintaining
economic prosperity and stability' (81.2%) continued to rise.
‘Maintaining national security' replaced ‘maintaining a high
degree of autonomy’ as the second most important condition,
but a distant second.
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Moderates' view on the favourable conditions for the
continuation of 1C2S remained largely stable, with
‘maintaining a high degree of autonomy' (64.0%) as the most
important condition, followed by ‘maintaining economic
prosperity and stability’ (62.8%).

Despite a sharp rise for 'maintaining economic prosperity and
stability’, both democrats and other non-establishment
supporters rated ‘political system democratizing further' to be
the more important condition. In the latest round, the greatest
importance was given to '‘maintaining a high degree of
autonomy’ which recorded at 78.0% and 79.7% for the two
groups respectively.

Figure 9: Favourable conditions for the continuation of 1C2S beyond 2047
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Figure 10: Favourable conditions for the continuation of 1C2S beyond 2047 (2018.12-2022.1 by political inclination)
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Citizens' Identity

We also surveyed how citizens identify themselves: whether
as Hongkongers or Chinese. Figure 11 shows members of the
public continued to identify themselves much more strongly
as Hongkongers than as Chinese. The scores for these
identities started to reconverge after a period of parallel
increase and opposing movements. In the latest round, the
divide between them narrowed as ratings for Hongkongers
and Chinese dropped by 4.7% to 7.84 and increased by 14.8%
to 5.59 respectively. These changes were statistically
significant.

The extent to which the public identified themselves as
Hongkongers and Chinese can be better demonstrated by
Figure 12, a graph mapping the mix of identities rated by
respondents against time. On the 0 to 10 scale, the median is
5, which indicates a moderate level of identification. Ratings
that are higher than the median indicate relatively strong
identification; ratings that are lower than the median indicate
relatively weak identification. These levels of strength can be
grouped into four categories, dual identity (strong in both
identifications), stronger identification as Hongkongers only,
stronger identification as Chinese only, and others which
include those without a dominant identity.

Earlier surveys showed a clear pattern that most Hong Kong
citizens are typically cognizant of their dual identity as both
Hongkongers and Chinese. This had gradually changed since
mid-2019 and rebounded after hitting rock bottom in
mid-2020. Although still less than half, dual identity with the
latest reading of 45.5% became the dominant identity again by
overtaking 'Hongkonger only', which dropped to 36.1% since
July 2021.

Identification as Chinese may not be the same as patriotic, but
identification as both Hongkongers and Chinese is a
pre-requisite for ‘devotion to China and Hong Kong'. The fact
that the proportion of Hong Kong people with dual identity is
continuing to rebound for three consecutive rounds after
months of sharp decline since December 2018 suggests
easing societal tension that would doubtlessly be beneficial to
the implementation of 1C2S. We have not overlooked a
possibility that current persistent international condemnation
of China also has an impact on how Hongkongers look at
themselves. The importance or otherwise of this will hopefully
become clearer in time.
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Figure 11: Citizens' identity scores
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Figure 12: Citizens' identity mix
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5.1. Rank correlation

Statistical analysis yields the observation that there is a
positive correlation between identification as a Hongkonger
and a Chinese, suggesting that the more strongly one
identifies with Hong Kong, the more strongly one identifies
with China. The converse also holds as the rank correlation
coefficient is 0.141 and is statistically very significant. The
finding that the two identities as 'Hongkongers' and 'Chinese '
were mutually reinforcing each other and again provides a
strong basis for the implementation of 1C2S.

Table 8: Rank correlation of citizens' identity

% 8 | T RHB DEEREEARIBRIARE

5.1. HiRBRAGRE
FEHAMBETRHEEBARTEASHIEL
RIFARRE > IEREEBA S DT RIFHIE
FEASS » R2ZINA o SHRARRHEA0.141
FEH L EREE c BRBREBARTEASH
REEESER  2%8 T—HEmE WEF
&t o

2019.10 2020.6 2021.1 2021.7 2022.1
Correlation 178/% % -0.022 -0.059 -0.068 -0.027 -0.141
t-statistict tHE Lzt -0.69 -1.82 -2.26 -0.83 4.39
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Topical Issues

6.1. Responsibility of conflicts

Table 9 shows allocation of blame between Mainland and
Hong Kong when conflicts arise in the implementation of
1C2S. 30.8% of the public suggested that Mainland would be
responsible while 19.0% assigned the responsibility to Hong
Kong. There were more people attributing equal responsibility
to both Hong Kong and Mainland, as January 2022 recorded a
rise of 5.7 percentage points to 43.4%. The tendency of
blaming only Mainland continued to subside in this round and
the decrease in net value was also statistically significant.

Table 9: Responsibility for conflicts
=9 HIRFENEL

6.1. HIRFENEE

®OBTEER [—Emt RRFER > TR
REFBLEEETAMRNEE c 30.8NTRIAEE
BHAH > 19.0%RBRHEETEINES - BE [—
FH 0 BABIEM A > 20229 1 B EEARRISS.T
EEDHIFAIEE4L3.4% « BFBEEEHREIN A
PIBAE A WA ST RS - B ERFIBIERS

2019.10 2020.6 2021.1 2021.7 2022.1
The Mainland 3] 45.4% 50.1% 46.6% 40.2% 30.8%
Hong Kong &% 11.5% 8.3% 14.2% 18.5% 19.0%
Equally Responsible —+ 36.4% 35.7% 34.2% 37.7% 43.4%
Don't Know "E51E 6.7% 5.8% 5.0% 3.6% 6.8%
Net Value ${& 33.8% 41.8% 32.4% 21.6% 11.9% =

Net Value: Percent who chose ‘'The Mainland’ /ess percent who chose ‘Hong Kong'. Higher (lower) value means greater responsibility lies

with the Mainland ( Hong Kong)

FE SEAE TR NEDLE RA BRE TE8 NWEDLL WHESAERAN (58 FaBAER

6.2. Emigration

Table 10 shows public's emigration plans. Those who had 'no
plans' to emigrate remained the majority (65.7%), exceeding
those who 'have plans' (23.0%). The two groups recorded an
increase of 7.3 percentage point and a drop of 9.9 percentage
point respectively. As a result, the net value experienced a fall
of 17 percentage points since July 2021 to -42.7%. These
changes were statistically significant.

Figure 13 shows the net value of groups of different political
inclination who planned to emigrate. Expectedly,
non-establishment supporters were more likely to have plans
to emigrate than respondents of other political inclinations.
Their net value of -29% consisted of -13.2% and 21.4%
produced by democrats and other non-establishment
supporters respectively. For moderates, the net value
decreased by a statistically significant level of 13.8 percentage
points to -47.7%.

6.2. BREBI

x0T RSB RS E - [ETE) BRIOA

(65.7%) E=iEE TAHIE) & (23.0%) > M
BN RIERFT 3B F D REFHE . 9B B 7 REEKIE
EEE2021 7 » SFETRITEBR DR E-42.7% °

DBETSTEBAKETTEBRRNE S o —i
AR ERSURZRELLEMKAERSE B
R o ZAARINB RFER-2.9% > DRIZRERTIK
19-13.2% R IR EIRAY21.4%  BRFVEKNE R
FETRIBSEEDTE-47.7% » BIZEDF L
HRE KT o



Past studies have suggested that surveys often inaccurately IRIRBTME  HTRABRBZERERAE > T3
amplify the number of individuals who seek to emigrate, for EHBEIBRNAH - RBGRBEE—TE2EE

only a fraction of those who express interest in emigrating B> BE/NLRE RAKERBEESOMER
eventually do so in reality. Caution should therefore be K> —A@ErEEHRREEEESIKN® > 7
exercised in interpreting the above findings, though they still —FETAESEOFEFIKEEHSETE - 6
provide valuable references of degree and extent of concern. MEESHETARKEBEETE BB REE > M
The laxing of immigration requirements by ‘popular’ countries PIREME SR AEHERR o BRIEZIN > Bl (BEER
in response to the implementation of the Hong Kong National %) NER > LEMUNEBREFIEEILREE

Security Law might also mean that plans to emigrate might TEEBHFA ANRZ S T REREANHE > WA —F
not necessarily be induced by a lack of confidence in 1C2S or BY T—EWf KEEOERR o

the socio-political situation of Hong Kong but simply seen as

‘opportunities not to be missed' by those who had wanted to

immigrate in any event.

Table 10: Public's emigration plans

=10 | HRBRBIIEE

2019.10 2020.6 2021.1 2021.7 2022.1
Have Plans 5115 28.6% 34.5% 32.7% 32.9% 23.0%
No Plans 5 T& 69.3% 62.5% 61.1% 58.4% 65.7%
Don't Know 'E41iE 2.1% 3.0% 6.2% 8.7% 11.3%
Net Value (& -40.7% -28.0% -28.4% -25.5% -42.7%

Net Value: Percent who chose ‘Have Plans' /ess percent who chose ‘No Plans'
FE A TAITE) Nantt #ERa METE) aott

Figure 13: Public's emigration plans (by political inclination)

13 : TRBREINVETE (ZEUatEDR D)

40%

Value Changes
HE b=l

M Pro-establishment
-84.7% (4 1.7%)

EHIK
9 M Moderates
0% 0, ) *
SBATR -47.7% (413.8%)
M Non-establishment 2 9% 112.9%
o TSI 2.9%  (112.9%)

PNon-est.: Democrats
JEESIK - BEIK
PNon-est.: Others
FERRFIR © HAth
All Respondents
FiE=hE

A13.2%  (L18.1%)

-40%

21.4% (13.4%)

-60%

-42.7% (417.2%) *

-80%

-100%
2017.6 2018.6 2019.6 2020.6 2021.6 2022.6

Topical Issues
HPEE
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6.3. Willingness of living or working in other cities of
Greater Bay Area (GBA)

Table 11 shows willingness of living or working in other cities
of GBA. The proportion for those who were 'willing' to live or
work in GBA was 5.6% and those ‘unwilling’ was 66.5%,
leading to a decrease in net willingness by 0.7 percentage
points to -60.9%.

Figure 14 highlights the willingness of living or working in
other cities of GBA by age group. Net willingness of youths
(aged 1810 29) increased by 12.4 percentage points to -69.0%
at a statistically significant level. Other groups fell, except for
the 60-69 age group which rose slightly by 3.7 percentage
points to -57.5%.

Table 11: Willingness of living or working in the GBA
11 pIEEREREREISEENER

6.3.

= 11BR=ZahERE

FERRKEEEMBMHEEN
BRNEMRE

BEEEHLIFRERE < B
BAEAREENZHERS6%  TEENIE

66.5% > BEHETFE S ER0.7 B 5 9 &6 E1-60.9% ©

RN RIERARIL EXEREAREENE
FE o BF (18E295%) NEFRFE LA T12.4E

RIBVBEEF3T EEDEE-57.5% > Btz b >

HihFleilR SRS TEX °

2019.8 2020.6 2021.1 2021.7 2022.1
Willing 2% /& 7.8% 11.9% 8.2% 7.0% 5.6%
Not willing T~ &= & 73.9% 72.6% 64.8% 68.6% 66.5%
Maybe / Don't Know sl & /IBH1:E 18.2% 15.6% 24.0% 24.4% 27.9%
Net Value $(& -66.1% -60.7% -59.6% -61.6% -60.9%

Net Value: Percent who chose ‘Willing' /ess Percent who chose ‘Not willing'
FE D TR NESL AL ITMEgEE NEfstt



Figure 14: Willingness of living or working in GBA (by age)
14 BIFEBRABEEERNEENER (RFERAERZD)

20% Value Changes
FE 215
m18-29 -69.0% (T 12.4%) *
-40%
W 30-39 -69.1% (4 5.3%)
W 40-49 -64.2% (4 4.9%)
-60%
M 50-59 -54.5% (4 0.2%)
M 60-69 -57.5% (1 3.7%)
-80%
m=70 -53.4% (4 21%)

All Respondents
P& -60.9% (T 0.7%)

-100%
2018.6 2019.6 2020.6 2021.6 2022.6

6.4. Confidence in the education system of Hong Kong 6.4. HEBHBHENGELO

Table 12Table 12 shows the level of confidence the public = RENTTREEAEEFIENGED c HHEHE
displayed in relation to the education system of Hong Kong. EELNZHELNAIERDEEL8T% > BE
Respondents showing confidence in the education system of DB TNETE B DEECT.8% © FEIEIN T 10.91E
Hong Kong rose by 4.1 percentage points to 18.7%. Those B0 EEI-49.2% o BMRIEMT ST FREE KT ©
opted for the opposite dropped by 7 percentage points to

67.8%. These changes were statistically significant, leading to

an increase of 10.9% percentage points in net value to -49.2%.

Table 12: Confidence in the educational system in Hong Kong

x 12 HEBHARIENEDL

2021.7 2022.1
Confident 5=/ 14.6% 18.7%
Not Confident /=) 74.8% 67.8%
Unchanged ;27 g5 7.9% 11.3%
Don't know / Difficult to say IE41i& / 47255 2.7% 2.2%
Net Value (& -60.1% -49.2% *

Net value: Percent who chose ‘Confident’ /ess percent who chose ‘Not Confident'
HME D TAEL WBESH BE MEEL a2t

Topical Issues
HPIEE
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6.5. Satisfaction with the quality of civil service

Table 13 shows the level of satisfaction the respondents
demonstrated in the performance of civil service.
Respondents who were satisfied with the performance
remained unchanged at 26.2%. Those who were dissatisfied
reduced slightly by 3.5 percentage points to 49.2%. These
changes led to an increase of 3.5 percentage points in net
value to -23.0%.

Table 13: Level of satisfaction in the quality of the work of civil servants
® 13 HRBERBKTRREE

6.5. HABEKENHEE

RIBBETEHEHAHERBKTBIREE © 262%
WEgERTmE > BE—8RANE - TmE
WZEEE R TEISEB DR E49.2% « FERE
3.5EE D EZE-23.0% °

2021.7 2022.1
Satisfied M= 26.2% 26.2%
Dissatisfied FimE 52.7% 49.2%
Half-half —= 19.9% 21.7%
Don't know / Difficult to say FENiE /4728 1.2% 3.0%
Net Value F{& -26.5% -23.0%

Net value: Percent who chose 'Satisfied' /ess percent who chose ‘Dissatisfied’

FE: Tmsy BB AE RE) RS

6.6. Recent political controversies
6.6.1. Northern Metropolis Development Strategy

Table 14 shows the public's reception of the impact of the
Northern Metropolis Development Strategy on Hong Kong's
future. Most respondents believed that the Strategy would
either bring a negative impact or no impact to Hong Kong's
future, both contributing a third at 34.8% and 32.1%
respectively. Only 21.8% of respondents believed that the
Strategy could benefit Hong Kong.

6.6. ITHABUEFER
6.6.1. IbEPET G @R R RIS

& BT RIS EREE BRI Y EENR
FREZRNTE - KB ZFEERISTETEE
BB RHREEIIETE  BEN=0Z
— > DH#34.8%F32.1% c RB21.8%HIZHE
BRAEEBAEARTE -

Table 14: Impact of Northern Metropolis Development Strategy on Hong Kong's Future

x® 14 LB R ERRIEHE BRI RNTE

All respondents Fi5 55

Positive impact [E EI 528
Negative impact & & /£
No impact ;85 /&

Don't know / Difficult to say FEXiE / 4728

Net Value S#&

21.8%
34.8%
32.1%
11.3%

-13.0%

Net value: Percent who chose 'Positive impact' /ess percent who chose ‘Negative impact’

FE TEERE Naot BE Tams2) NaDtt



6.6.2. Impact of the recent Legislative Council election
on Hong Kong's governance

Table 15 shows the perceived impact of the recent LegCo
election after electoral reform. More respondents (45.2%)
believed that it would bring a negative impact than a positive
impact (23.0%). At the same time, 22.4% of respondents
deemed that there would have no impact. Together, the net
value was recorded at -22.2%.

Table 15: Impact of the recent LegCo election on Hong Kong's governance
K15 F—EIDEEERHEEERNTE

6.6.2. M—EILZGERHFBECNTE

& I5FR T RBAN—EID A ERNEBE 0T
RO E - LHMZIE (45.2%) \\%%EE/*

ZIEEFE (23.0%) ° BILFEE > 22.4%8%
NEBRHLBTE  BER222%-

All respondents Fi8 573

Positive impact [EF 5/ £

Negative impact & E 52

No impact A # &

Don't know / Difficult to say PEX0iE/ i7 ¥

Net Value J#{&

23.0%

45.2%

22.4%
9.4%

-22.2%

Net value: Percent who chose 'Positive impact' /ess percent who chose ‘Negative impact’

FE TEEFE Nat B TaEsE) NENtt

6.6.3. Generation gap and political divide

Table 16 and Table 17 are summaries of the net values
generated from questions about recent political
controversies, further categorized by age and political
inclination.

There were unambiguous patterns in how respondents of
different age and political inclinations react to these
controversial events. Generally, the net values increase with
age and decrease as the political inclination move away from
the pro-establishment end. For instance, 18-29 age group and
the non-establishment supporters were the most critical
about the political controversies while pro-establishment
supporters tend to produce the highest net values, often the
only positive net values in any category.

Taking the extreme views displayed by groups of other
political inclinations into accounts, the stance of moderates
on these topical issues are of value as reference points
signalling the general public's opinions towards the said
issues. As for this round, moderates' view towards the
Northern Metropolis was inclined to the opposition rather
than the pro-government camp, so was the recent LegCo
election.

6.6.3. VBRBUETEE

& 16K 1THRETRETPAEAEEHNSE I
RER RBUAEEE ) ©

ZIENER RBUAERH N B R EHIEES
BRRERE R o —fRM S » BEMBFHRIEEM L
T EECA IR REBEZ SR T o G140 > 18-295%
GERIDSEI 1| /JEEZH%ETEZ HETELHEHS
H- Bk ERS e PE BRER
?ﬁﬁ%ﬁ%wqﬂﬂ%*ﬁ’\]ﬁ@ °

AR EMEBUE KRB R inERE - B ADRKTEL
HEBE LIS EE2ZEEE  RARTRNE
Ee S wME RN IINHEE KT —E
ICEERBRE  HERERRIIKMIFZSIK
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Table 16: Generation gap over recent political controversies (by age)

=16 WA IE2NE (0FREID)

Public officers’

ledae of National Improvement of ~ Northern LegCo
aplleg?ance Security Law  Electoral System  Metropolis  Election

ABABSE (BeEw%) THERGE iIEHee rgER

(2021.1) - (2021.7) (2021.7) (2022.1)  (2022.1)
18-29 -36.0% -73.5% -713.5% -36.7% -50.9%
30-39 -29.2% -56.4% -52.5% -41.5% -52.4%
40-49 -28.6% -39.2% -45.9% -20.8% -26.2%
50-59 -27.8% -29.9% -25.8% -9.2% -15.6%
60-69 -13.3% -12.6% -18.1% 1.5% -4.0%
=70 -3.1% -12.6% -14.5% 25.6% 11.4%
All respondents fT 5 = 57% -23.3% -37.0% -38.1% -13.0% -22.2%
Table 17: Political divide over recent political controversies (by political inclination)
F®7 HAABAFEIBARE (FEUAIEREID)

Public officers’ National Improvement of  Northern LegCo
pledge of - goi ity Law  Electoral S Metropolis  Electi
allegiance ecurity Law ectoral System etropolis ection

A\ SSE (Bemwx) TEEZRGE IfpEfge wWigER
(202/1\_ B - (2021.7) (2021.7) (2022.1)  (2022.1)

Pro-establishment 72 l/)/k 58.8% 56.3% 52.8% 61.6% 63.8%
Moderates S 1/k -1.8% -29.2% -28.9% -10.2% -19.1%
Non-establishmentJF 5|k -76.9% -84.9% -87.8% -64.8% -81.9%
Non-est.: Democrats FFEHJK © Rk -76.6% -84.0% -88.0% -63.6% -81.3%
Non-est.: Others FEEHIIK © Efth -77.8% -87.5% -87.0% -67.5% -83.5%
All respondents Fff 5 = 5/7% -23.3% -37.0% -38.1% -13.0% -22.2%




B
Appendices




‘ONE COUNTRY TWO SYSTEMS' INDEX sl 1580

bk =4

Appendices

RRFE
Methodology

1. Construction of 1C2S Index

To understand the implementation of 1C2S comprehensively,
we measure how the public in HK evaluate the current
situation from various dimensions. International perception of
freedom and democracy in HK is also pivotal as these are core
components of 1C2S. Hence, we give an equal weight to
scores obtained from the following two indices:

- Index (A): Public Opinion: Hong Kong public's evaluation of
1C2S compiled from telephone polls on 12 dimensions of
1C2S; and

- Index (B): International Perception: Compiled from
relevant indices produced by international think tanks on
various dimensions of freedom and democracy in HK.

1.1. Index (A): Public Opinion

Index (A) is the average of sub-scores obtained from different
dimensions of 1C2S in our telephone polls conducted by the
Hong Kong Institute of Asia-Pacific Studies of the Chinese
University of Hong Kong. Each round, about 1,000 individuals
will be randomly sampled by the CATI (computer assisted
telephone interviewing) system, all aged 18 or above; all of
them spoke either Cantonese or Mandarin. To better represent
the distribution of the Hong Kong population, all data were
weighted by the proportion of gender and age of people aged
18 or above (excluding foreign domestic helpers) according to
the Census and Statistics Department.

1. R T—EmH 5%

RIEGEESBER —BEmH AER » 3
HrRHBEEETREEBRMRITE - BHE
REIRZ —Emfl WESTEHE  BRELEHSE
BEERIEENEHRITLEEZEEZ - AL —
Bl 58S T mIEsT D4 FIERILE !

B8 (A REHBE-SETREBHERS
¥+ E T—EmE ST ; &

B8 (B) [ BRFE-ERESESEENE
HREACTARRAIETD o

1.1. 1% (A) - RERE

158 (A) REBTRY (—EMG NEAT
> HAESEER - RHEEEEBIXASE

I AT EERS c SHUBKENE
ﬁﬁ%%%’%&ﬁﬁ’ﬁﬁﬁﬁlw0A’%%
EBISH AL L o AEIRESERBIEE o BITH
B > BUB KRS BBURH T B 18R L
BIREHIME GIRIIERERT) ENRE
2 UEFASBEAONMHNESEER - & 1858
TERHTHGEIR E2ITE o



The telephone survey uses a dual-frame sampling design BEFATH D RXAEEHER > RREERE
since the July 2021 round. It randomly selects phone E%sﬁﬁ%&m Bsh A e AR BUA%}&HR
numbers from a combined sample of residential landline and SRHE o MIKIRIREMUE » BT ET MRS
mobile phone numbers. Given many individuals may own both BAODMIEMERIE o Bt AKES Aﬂﬁ%%ﬁ
landline and mobile phone numbers, steps were added in the REBEEEE RN ORENEBE TG » AR EES
weighting method to avoid estimation inaccuracy caused by B EMABARRABROGEERE - NERERF
double-counting or other unknown factors. Table 18 shows HWE L EREBEE o

the statistical and scientific standards of each survey.

In the telephone polls, many questions employed 1 to 7 as the BEHER  ZHMEERBLIETONIORE
rating scale in the survey process, with 4 as the median. This Manamfig - ERVIESEBENHERE 1B

scale, which is known as the Likert scale, is commonly AFTAEER (Likert scale) o REHREISHE
adopted for psychological assessments. This scale was used HAIEL) nHRE » EBNEENME > ©h K
instead of a 0 to 10 scale as the latter is deemed too finely FEDUSERE o i@ s 7 BIRITIEHIL R » B AR
graduated and cumbersome for respondents to choose from. MRS ZRATHERERN AR BHN0ELD

However, to better conform to existing indices — which tend to RE (USHARAE) o
be expressed on a 0 to 10 scale (with 5 as the median) — we

converted the results mathematically into the popular 0 to 10

scale.

For a more extensive report on the survey results, please see MANEG BEEAE MG R > F2RRIBR
Survey Results: Frequency and Percentage Distribution, which EE LW THATER A B DM

can be found on the webpage of Path of Democracy (http://www.pathofdemocracy.hk/1c2s-index/) ©

(http://www.pathofdemocracy.hk/Tc2s-index/).

Table 18: Survey details
* 18: BB

Number of Respondents Response Rates
Round Survey Period ZEh A [Ellic=s Corlm-g:lnce Sag: rpol:ng
R FHEHE Landline  Mobile Total Landline Mobile BT higias

&4 Fi% “ags [E148 Fi¥%
2017.06 5.23-6.3 1,002 - 1,002 36.8% - 95.0% +3.10%
2017.12 12.11-12.23 1,006 - 1,006 39.5% - 95.0% +3.09%
2018.06 5.23-6.2 1,004 - 1,004 37.2% - 95.0% +3.09%
2018.12 12.3-12.12 1,001 - 1,001 38.8% - 95.0% +3.10%
2019.06 5.27-6.6 1,002 - 1,002 38.0% - 95.0% +3.10%
2019.08 7.24 -8.7 1,001 - 1,001 39.5% - 95.0% +3.10%
2019.10 10.17-10.31 1,002 - 1,002 38.0% - 95.0% +3.09%
2019.12 12.10-12.20 1,000 - 1,000 40.8% - 95.0% +3.10%
2020.06 6.9 -6.29 1,001 - 1,001 39.5% - 95.0% +3.10%
2021.01 12.22-1.13 1,002 - 1,002 32.5% - 95.0% +3.10%
2021.07 6.21-7.9 498 503 1,001 30.9% 31.4% 95.0% +3.10%

2022.01 12.20-1.10 497 506 1,003 30.6% 30.0% 95.0% +3.09%
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1.1.1. Alternative methods of constructing Index (A)

Conceptually, there are different ways to compute the multiple
dimensions into a composite score as Index (A). We have
chosen the method of simple average, which is the most
common method employed in constructing indices. Its
strength lies in its parsimony and accessibility. It may not be
the best method as it assigns equal weighting to all items (i.e.
assuming equal importance for all items). Here, we compare
the method of simple average to two alternatives methods
that are more sophisticated, namely, principal component
analysis and factor analysis.

Principal component analysis is a statistical method that
processes and simplifies data; it is the standard scientific
method employed in constructing indices. Through statistical
analysis, it extracts the data set's principal components and
identifies their weights in a way that best explains the
variations across the data.

Factor analysis extracts common factors from the data, and it
shares a similar methodology with Principal component
analysis. Its strength lies in its ability to identify hidden and
representative factors amongst the many variables and group
variables of a similar nature and converting the same into a
common factor, which reduces the total number of variables.

Table 19 shows the negligible difference in scores acquired by
the three methods. The results of all three methods are highly
similar, largely due to the clustered nature of the public's
assessments of the multiple dimensions (cf. the distributions
of the dimensions are highly correlated), which causes the
core components or sub-items across all three methods to be
highly similar. Both alternative methods involve complex
calculations, which render the methods inaccessible to
laymen. Given the similarity of the results from all three
methods, we adopted the simplest and most commonly used
method — i.e. the average of the dimensions — in constructing
Index (A).

1.1.1. 158 (A) HNFRREEHAN

B (A) BEEBETRYE T—EmE RS
B> AZEHEEEN ERSELESESEY
(A) B esTn > MR EBETERI - HAR
BT HREEIFRERNBETOH  BHMED
BRBEZHE - EmLt > TRBEAIEETELL
B BETHERUERFNGRREA N > BUK
FIEEMEE R VR EFIIBLE > &
RABERDDITEREF AT ©

TN DT —ED T B CBURRY R AT A
RURBELNGERIEHREES L HOZER
BANWHIBETREOR  LUSRBBNEEN
DETMVEE > BHMEIBEIIERINEREE
e B i RRE SR AYEME -

AF D BN EIEPREAMEE TR %

ERREREEAEAARUENEF > BHEEEAE
WEERA—ERAF - EmaEEEE -

& 1B =B AFTSHAER » RAEMT EER
ER o —BAHAMNGR TR > HERHNT
RE L ELBOVTOEB LM (BNSELBED
freERE)  BUEXERoUTIBEFEH+
BT o TN DT RAFDITESEMSE > —
R NBELIBEE - AR =B A IR EEHER T2
B WAERRBEBEERNT % > BFBFIT
FORRR T—EMmF) 1581 -



Table 19: Index (A): Public Opinion computed by different methods

x 19158 (A) | ERBEELNERES
Round &7 Simple Average Principal Component Analysis Factor Analysis
[EERDE FD DT HF DT

2017.06 4.84 4.83 4.82
2017.12 4.98 4.99 4.94
2018.06 5.05 5.06 5.00
2018.12 4.84 4.84 4.76
2019.06 4.58 4.58 4.53
2019.08 3.98 3.96 3.91
2019.10 3.26 3.23 3.18
2019.12 3.53 3.51 3.47
2020.06 3.39 3.37 3.30
2021.01 3.37 3.53 3.48
2021.07 3.62 3.55 3.50

1.2. Index (B): International Perception 1.2. 5% (B) : ERE:E

158 B) B '&AEMEH ~ MEAEAE
2 K TEFIES —IBEIEHWEHED - EmE
SFA-EFEIIZCFT (Cato  Institute) EIEVDARZE

Index (B) is the average of 3 indices, namely, the Economic
Freedom Index and Personal Freedom Index of CATO-Fraser
Institutes, and the Democracy Index of the Economic

Intelligence Unit. The average of the Economic Freedom Index
and Personal Freedom Index is known as the Human Freedom
Index, which is the most comprehensive index of freedom
available.

As the Human Freedom Index covers a very large number of
countries, the latest Economic Freedom Index and Personal
Freedom Index only reflect conditions two years ago. These
two indices are updated based on the latest comparable
indicators from other international think tanks. When updating
is not possible, the relevant figures are assumed to be
unchanged.

1.2.1. Comparable indicators

To obtain the updated scores of Economic Freedom Index and
Personal Freedom Index, we first calculate the percentage
changes in the comparable indicators for the respective years;
then we apply these changes to the latest Economic Freedom
Index and Personal Freedom Index of CATO-Fraser. The
comparable indicators for the Economic Freedom Index and
each of the seven components of the Personal Freedom Index
are listed in Table 20.

Fir (Fraser Institute) #R&Y > 5 =IE1581AI KK
BASBERE - KESHESH M MBABH
158 NFEHENEES TNEBEHEE. > 28
A ERENEHFREZEN—TE

M TABBERESH BEAEER Y TKAS

M8 & MEABREH RRBWEH IR

o BB R ARNBIRERER - R
FEEHT » MIAVRRABRHEETE -

1.2.1. HHREERR

AEN EEEREY &k BAB@EE
A EEEERNEEFEONE e I
2 ERR RS IEDIZRR TEHR
miE# K& (MEAB@EER o Table 20887 M€
BEBEER Kk MBABHRES TEEEER
TEFEIEHR o
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Table 20: Comparable indicators of Index (B): International Perception

7= 20: 3580 (B) @ BIFSTEZABMEISIR

Indicators 572

Comparable Indicators fE/EISIZ

Economic Freedom Index

EBREH

Rule of Law

Py}

Security and Safety
Z5

Movement

BIEEH

Religion

SHEH

Association, Assembly, & Civil
Society
S EgRARMEEH

Expression and Information
EE Gk

Identity and Relationships
M RIEEE R R

The Heritage Foundation's Index of Economic Freedom
ERES K BEBEHEE

World Justice Project's Rule of Law Index — ‘Procedural Justice’, ‘Civil Justice' and
‘Criminal Justice'
HRIEHRIFE DEBiEEL — TEFAK) ~ IRE8DE) & THISEEDE)

World Justice Project's Rule of Law Index — ‘Order and Security’
HRIEERIBE DEAIES — TRpIAZR

Freedom House's Freedom in the World Report - ‘G1. Do individuals enjoy freedom of
movement, including the ability to change their place of residence, employment, or
education?’

BES17)

Freedom House's Freedom in the World Report — ‘D2. Are individuals free to practice and
express their religious faith or nonbelief in public and private?’

BRZR MERBMEERE) — [D2. AREGT ARSI NISZ S BhiERNREREIE
S IE(E 7

Freedom House's Freedom in the World Report — ‘E. Associational and Organizational
Rights'
Bz R MERBHBERS) — TE. At RABER

Reporters Without Borders' World Press Freedom Index
mEIRCE [2IFRERHIES0

Freedom House's Freedom in the World Report — ‘G3. Do individuals enjoy personal social
freedoms, including choice of marriage partner and size of family, protection from
domestic violence, and control over appearance?’

EHZ% TS EHERER &) — 163, ARREZHMBAMLIZEH  f SRR SIS SR REA
B SRR R B BN 2 )




1.3. Refinement and Estimation

After the first survey in June 2017, our questionnaire for Index
(A) was refined in the December 2017 and January 2021
rounds to increase validity. These refinements include change
of wordings and addition and removal of questions, affecting
four of the twelve questions used to compute Index (A).
Scores of the other eight questions are directly comparable as
they are identical in all surveys.

To adjust for the time lag of international indices, scores of
Index (B) in previous reports were estimated with data
available then. In every report, scores will be revised with
latest updates from international think tanks.

For the convenience of comparison, Table 21 shows Index (A)
computed by the identical eight questions and the refined
questionnaire, the estimated and revised scores of Index (B),
and the 1C2S Index constructed by the combination of them.
The table also shows the differences in scores due to question
change and updating.

Table 21: Refinement and estimation of 1C2S Index
R 21 T—EWE e Es TR HE

1.3. E5TEMGE

20176 B E—mHER - BrEsma i 20176128
FR0LFIREEMRIES] » LURSRENIESL ©
ESTEIEEAEMENAT » IS IR-EIRE -
BRI ERIEE (A +HEPIIEEE > S5
NIRRT AL IIER] - 590 Pl LIERLE ©

1581 (B) RUsTHENER DISMBEETIFL - ML
EEBRISRRERE - ZEBERNERREZ
EATRIBIA SRR o

DUBEEER > Table 2188 \EHEFISE0S 5 EAEETREIEN

(W) ~EERESTEH B) » LURBEEMFR
Py T—Emhl) EH - ERETTDAREEE
TSRS MRV ER ©

Index (A): Public Opinion Index (B): International Perception 1C2S Index
_ 58 (A) [ REHE 1581 (B) @ ERREHE F—BImEl 52 Difference
Round # ¢ - - - . : betial
Identical Refined Estimates Revised Maximum Identical =
LELS Es7 8 (S EAE GEE!
2017.06 4.88 4.84 8.04 7.94 6.46 6.41 0.03
2017.12 4.84 4.98 8.04 7.94 6.51 6.39 0.10
2018.06 4.90 5.05 8.01 7.87 6.53 6.39 0.12
2018.12 4.70 4.84 7.89 7.87 6.37 6.29 0.08
2019.06 4.43 4.58 7.87 7.66 6.23 6.05 0.18
2019.08 3.81 3.98 7.87 7.66 5.93 5.84 0.09
2019.10 3.13 3.26 7.87 7.66 5.57 5.50 0.06
2019.12 3.40 3.53 7.87 7.66 5.70 5.53 0.17
2020.06 3.26 3.39 7.76 7.51 5.58 5.38 0.19
2021.01 3.24 3.62 7.59 7.51 5.61 5.38 0.23
2021.07 3.21 3.62 7.58 7.50 5.60 5.36 0.25
2022.01 3.64 4.02 7.50 7.50 5.76 5.57 0.19
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2. Construction of 1C2S Mass Media Index

We build up a massive dataset by collecting media articles
that contain the keyword ‘One Country, Two Systems' from
news database. Our sample consists of around 175,500
newspaper articles from 21 local daily newspapers that were
published between April 1998 and December 2021. Each
article undergoes a 'tokenisation’ process whereby articles
are segmented into words/phrases (often referred to as
tokens) via a computer algorithm. In the sample period of over
20 years, our text corpus contains around 85 million tokens.
The number of articles processed in each newspaper and the
number of words processed each year are listed in Table 22
and Table 23.

Common words that are inconsequential to the understanding
of news articles, such as pronouns, prepositions and
particles, are first removed before further analysis. To
determine the sentiment of an article, words are categorised
as: 'positive’, 'negative’ or ‘neutral’. The classification scheme
adopted is given by the sentiment dictionary for Traditional
Chinese words developed by the Natural Language
Processing and Sentiment Analysis Lab, Institute of
Information Science, Academia Sinica.

An article is made up of paragraphs. For each paragraph, net
sentiment is calculated by the difference between the number
of positive and negative words divided by the total word count.
At the article level, a net sentiment score is then derived by
averaging the net sentiment of its constituent paragraphs,
where:

Net sentiment score 1E45F 7 =

2. R T-EmEL BEEH

ZAUERT —EmG) BEMEXE > AR
FEAEUEE - B2 1998F48E 20214128 #AfE
ZEEZIKFMM BB T—EmEl > 49175,500
B KT ?ﬁzﬁ?ﬁi%ia HEIT T 5y

(tokenization) ~ BBEIKESR N EN M S
Bl (token > %%Eﬁiﬂﬁu) o FMFIABIE20F
ERAEREERE » B8 A48,5008 @B 4 - &
2kF B3DPBTENREMEENNESER
BEMEBENXFHE o

FE—IoMEBEREANEREZA > HMEE
FFEPEBECENERER > NRF ~ N
Eﬂ%ﬂ o AT —BXENIEE > KMRBHEA

SRR S S SR 2 SRR B A S IR E
W PITERERENERPEEFTA > ITE
DEEm TEE] ~ TRz sf Tamy o

SRXEMRRFAEN - HMEEFES —KE
o EEENHBENEE > BRUBERZENF
o BRXENBET DA RAABREN T
BB

a; — b:
Zli\lzl( 1Wi l)
N

N = total number of paragraphs FEZEE!

i = the ith

paragraph #Fi &%

a; = number of positive words IEEZERIEH
b; = number of negative words & EZFIEH
w; = total number of words IEEHEZFIZIH



To each news source, a daily net sentiment score is further
assigned by averaging the score of all articles published on a
given day. Since there are substantial differences in the number
of news articles published by various agencies, the article count
of a news source alone could be an insufficient representation of
its influence and perceived importance among readers. To

RHABEFTERRAESRNEET D  BE
KRz XEWFIIE - AR TREREFTIEDN
NEHEABBRER > At > REEXEHET
EUZRTAREHEBEBRRNIZES - HER
AN AIEHR AR BT X AZEEUER
ERETL THREGEQAEINFD RAEH

ensure 1C2S MMI's reliability, the sentiment score for each news HEMNIBLET D0k o
source is weighted by public perceptions of its credibility based
on the survey 'Public Evaluation on Media Credibility' conducted
by Centre for Communication Research, The Chinese University

of Hong Kong.

r—EmH ) EIERREA7ERINETEE
T EBBEIA2017TH 7R » EEH100 0 LUR
AR EBIE REM LR 20FFRIFDR

1C2S MMI captures the weighted average sentiment score
over 6 months. The base day is set on 1 July 2017 to
correspond with the first launch of our report series and
indicate 20 years after the establishment of HKSAR.

Table 22: Printed sources of 1C2S MMI
*= 22 . BISEMCBRERR

Table 23: Number of words processed for printed sources
+* 23 I REMEZRIEENTH

Newspaper Article Count Year Word Count
W= NERE F1p 721
A Daily A 81 1998 669,676
am730 2,817 1999 2,498,254
. 2000 2,320,584

Apple Daily R B 11,392
2001 2,640,690
Headline Daily FE1% H %) 1,631 2002 2,545,546
Hong Kong Commercial Daily & /&% %k 17,469 2003 2,713,403
Hong Kong Daily News %7 4,476 2004 4,801,621

2005
Hong Kong Economic Journal {£%; 12,237 2,874,994
2006 1,879,834
icTi 4
Hong Kong Economic Times £&7 0% 4,823 2007 2797512
Hong Kong Globe 2 [F#i 194 2008 1,446,629
Lion Rock Daily /51T 392 2009 1,815,839
Metro Daily 1> 155 1,436 2010 1.880,198
146 2011 2,040,824
i i A

Ming Pao Daily News PE#i 4,464 2012 3,441,893
Oriental Daily News =75 H#k 10,045 2013 3,312,415
Sharp Daily 7&=5 152 2014 5,386,835
Sing Pao 7§ 5,500 2015 4,411,567
2016 5,590,354

Sing Tao Daily £&8 H# 10,359
2017 6,204,647
Sky Post 153 702 2018 4,932,978
Ta Kung Pao A/A%R 35,210 2019 7,086,984
The Sun [543 4,828 2020 5,901,439

2021

Tin Tin Daily News 5 % F15 452 0 5,972,290
Total 422X 85,072,236

Wen Wei Po X [ETR 36,880

Total 482 175,540
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2.1. Preliminary assessment of electronic and online media

Currently, 1C2S MMI is confined to measure sentiment of
newspaper articles. It does not cover news reported by
electronic media such as television and radio, nor news
carried by online media. At the time when MMI was created in
2017, measuring the sentiment of news reported by electronic
and online media was very difficult because there was no
comprehensive text-based database available and their sheer
scale made it very demanding on resources.

As an attempt to overcome the above technical challenges, a
preliminary assessment on the inclusion of electronic and
online media is conducted to reflect the changing media
landscape and readership. A comparison of sentiment indices
between TV & radio stations, newspapers and online media is
presented in Figure 15. Although there are differences in
magnitude, the impact of news events on their overall trends
is consistent regardless of media platforms.

We collected 39,900 articles from six television and radio
stations and 13 online media that were published between
January 2016 and December 2021. Due to data availability,
most news sources have entered our database only since
2019 and thus the base month is tentatively set on July 2019.
Our text corpus contains around 10 million tokens. The start
year and the number of articles processed of each news
source and the number of words processed each year are
listed in Table 24 and Table 25.

Figure 15: Sentiment indices of electronic and onlinemedia (2019-2021)
15 | B7 RATSIRES 2 EI5IEEL (2019-2021)
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2.1. BFEGRRMAKERZT T

BA > Z2RENEBIERIFZENRAXE > T
SHEER  EoSEFRERENTE > 118
RABASRIEPT SRV - E2017TF ABFEHE
RERE > AR BRUBELRZE2ENIXEHE
B BAERENEESENATERTE » U
SHBEMITEBEIFERE -

AR EMEATERE > RAEEMABTFERER
S IERE I EIT A 5T LIRPREME R R EIE
ERENBIEEE - ISEEEEBAER ~ FHANMAL
MIERHEIFEH - cMNEEEENFEEGE
2> BIRERTONERBBRELA—T -

Fofuek 2016 &£ 1 A% 2021 £ 12 S HA/E39,900
BXE RENESHRaMBEG K 12 @il
157 o RN BIRHIERNIR - KZERREHIRE 2019
FREAFZABEE > FHIEEHHTES2019F7
A e @mRERNITEEED - SEMEIRATE
BEN  EEXEHENSEFNEEEHNFTHE
R2URFR D5 -

B TV & radio ESE
B Newspaper 4%

M Online media 40494%

2021.6 2021.12



Table 24: Electronic and online news sources of 1C2S MMI Table 25: Number of words processed for electronic and
£ 24 1 BEIEH BT RABEHRIOR online news sources
&R 25 I BT RSB RIEER T

News Source Start Year Article Count
HAHR I SCEBH Year Word Count
F15 FE
Cable TV / Hong Kong Open ° 559 657 2016 30,181
BREREEHER
2017 420,185
Commercial Radio FH£E A 2019 3,652 2018 344031
Metro Radio #TiiE & 2018 1,628 2019 1,882,838
Now TV 2016 2,794 2020 3,527,310
2021 3,848,056
RTHK &§8&E4& 2018 3,296
Total 428 10,052,601
TVB #4517 2016 3,723
Bastille Post 2 -[19% 2019 7,153
Citizen News T 2019 935
Dot Dot News #5372 2019 4,219
HKO1 &7 01 2017 6,135
Hong Kong Free Press 7 B A7 2021 106
Initium Media /&1 2020 124
In-Media %817 1752 2019 423
Passion Times ZL [0SR 2019 418
Post 852 852 Ty 2018 625
Radio Free Asia ol EFHEA 2017 1,791
Speak Out HK 7& A\ &1 2021 366
Stand News 17355/ 2019 1,855
Total 422/ 39,900
2.2. Accuracy test 22, EREERT
1C2S MMI is underpinned by a lexicon-based model which —EmE BEEHREERRAEAMNE
treats each paragraph as a bag of words and as a result may Ao IER ARG EE A — & FRIE S o IETihEE
detract from the overall context of the paragraph. For BENENRGE c HPh—EXMR 2 EE AR
instance, the model may not be able to detect nuances in R EREF L > AMAEEEERES —E
writing such as sarcasm and therefore do not understand fully SENETE 2% o S8/ REDHT/NR R EE
the true meaning of a paragraph. Nonetheless, whilst this may RSO AE I ABEE > BHERBEF ZREZNH
be a limitation when analysing publications such as novels, EXEME > BETE—EARE -

this is less of an issue for news articles which are written in a
more direct manner.

Appendices
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To ascertain the accuracy of this lexicon-based method in
identifying the sentiment of a paragraph, two researchers
manually categorised around 18,000 paragraphs randomly
drawn from the text corpus into 'positive’, 'neutral’ and
‘negative’ categories. References to which newspaper a
paragraph came from were removed before the paragraph
was presented to our team of researchers. If these two
researchers classified a paragraph differently, a third
researcher would be asked to make the final verdict.

In this accuracy test, sentiment labels given by the first two
researchers coincided with each other around 80% of the
time. As shown in Table 26, 2,363 paragraphs were
considered as ‘positive’ whereas 1,472 were classified as
‘negative.

Sentiment scores for each group of paragraphs were then
derived by the same lexicon model used in the construction of
1C2S MMIL. In our model, the sentiment of a paragraph is
assumed to be encapsulated in the proportion of positive
words minus that of negative words - the higher the sentiment
score, the more positive a paragraph is expected to be.

Table 26 also shows the average sentiment scores of these 3
groups of paragraphs. In particular, 'positive’ paragraphs
identified by the team of researchers have an average
sentiment score of 21.76%, around 7.5 times as high as
‘negative’ paragraphs. In addition, the differences in average
sentiment scores among these 3 groups are tested to be
statistically significant via a multivariate regression model,
suggesting that results given by the lexicon model are largely
in line with judgements made by human researchers.

Table 26: Results of accuracy test
® 26 BEHER

AEEILAEBEE IR IBENERE > RMOMAL
P ZE B e E P BEMHME T 4918,00018E85% » 38
EofEs NE@E] M&my M fparg > B8
EER S o SEENHBREATHEE A
BACWIERE - RUNMZ MR EHFE—EEEMNIE
HYEBEE S-SR EBREEBETIFHY
o RNEEF > MBMEEETANN\HBIER
TYIRETEHABRIAYHI &R o

\:m\

M BE T—Em§) BIBEHERNARR
BAIHFERERBEET D - RS BETD
#AE~ BEFESHNEE FIUFTDRENARE
RERIEE © % 268N B RIRAL S ERYIBHEST
7 ° 2,363 1L ATHEBSE D BIAIRA TIEE) &
e8| - WIAEKEHES TEm) MEE 1B
RERT D A21.76% 0 H9m TEE) BRETSE - B
o NB2EERBON - —EEMNNBEESTD
HIVAGSG R TNBEEER EBFRERRE
BRERERMMEENATOE—R -

Positive Neutral Negative
FmE =shva am
No. of Paragraphs Classified by Human Researchers 9 14.202 1472
YN e o 363 20 ,
Net Value
21.76% 14.42% 2.92%

BHEFE
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List of significant events

2017 H2

714 Disqualification of four LegCo members by the High Court. EEIREENE I AEREETERY

8.15& Prison sentences of the '13+3' protestors in relation to the RMAREEERETHEERTEALARES TR

8.17 demonstration against the Northeast Territories Development M3+3) MEEWHIAR - LFEEBREEBENSE
and the Civic Square occupation. The court also gave new TR F R 260 e IR BL I A e 22l o
tougher sentence guidelines for future cases of large-scale
unlawful assemblies involving violence.

9.1 China’s enactment of the national anthem law. RIS AL REAE ©

1019  Emphasis on ‘overall jurisdiction over Hong Kong' in the Work PHAHNATERERESEEN 2EEak) o
Report of 19th CPC National Congress.

1115 LegCo's passage of the non-hinding motion on the high-speed UASBEBAENEE —MWmig ZHNENRIE
rail co-location arrangement. Zo

1215 Amendment of the Rules of Procedure of the Legislative Council LA BB TEERAIRRENIAR o
to restrict filibustering.

2018 H1

1.27 Agnes Chow Ting, a pro-democracy activist, was banned from BRAXRSEREHEL LIS EEEMENERE » &
running for the LegCo by-election on the grounds that her party, EREEZER o
Demosisto, had called for 'self-determination’.

2.6 The case of the three student leaders was brought to the Court of M8 — 1 | Z2{F PR ERE AR o REERLUMEHE
Final Appeal (CFA). The CFA overturned the prison sentences on SRR BR A LA E RS R BRI
the trio on a technicality but ruled that the Court of Appeal was BRI LESZHMIRHMNE BB SIS
entitled to give tough sentence guidelines for future cases of
large-scale unlawful assemblies involving violence.

6.11 Edward Leung, leader of Hong Kong Indigenous, was given a AT RFAGEMR A2 E MEREL > WY E6FER
prison sentence of 6 years on June 11 for his role in the civil unrest o
in Mongkok.

6.14 LegCo's passage of the co-location bill on June 14 after IDABKBEERERE 0 B8 MR B o

protracted debates.

Appendices
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2018 H2

8.14

Andy Chan Ho Tin, convenor of the pro-independence Hong Kong
National Party, delivered a speech hosted by the Foreign
Correspondents' Club.

x5 TBE BE
BlECE &S ©

BREBAEARERZEBIRERI

9.24 The Hong Kong National Party was banned on national security HRERERT S » BERIEEWR HEE o
grounds.

10.5 Visa renewal of Victor Mallet, the Financial Times' Asia News (ERbEFR) TMNERSE SEIECEZE TESE
Editor and Vice President of the Foreign Correspondents’ Club NEBEHREIE - PRI RIER 1B NEERKE
(FCC), was rejected. He had chaired a talk by pro-independence EAEANRERNEBINHGEEZRYES ©
activist Andy Chan Ho Tin, convenor of the Hong Kong National
Party, at the FCC.

1012  Lau Siu Lai, a Democrat who had called for Hong Kong RESE N8R WEZIKEEAZNERILAEHE
self-determination, was barred from running the LegCo R ETR R ERY ©
by-election.

10.23  Opening of the Hong Kong-Zhuhai-Macau Bridge. BB ARBRIA ©

1114  The United States-China Economic and Security Review EFRBERT>BELEGOEERTESE  ENER
Commission recommended the US Congress to assess its export ER H OB » sTHE ARSI R -
policy on technology with regard to Hong Kong's status as a
separate customs area.

1119 Trial of 9 key figures of the ‘Occupy Central' movement started. MbhAR LT 22598 o

12.4 Public education campaigns to promote the country's EXRELH) RWESEEE > HERAR (FX) #HE
Constitution and Hong Kong's Basic Law were initiated on the /% (CEAE) o
National Constitution Day.

1212 Corruption investigation against Leung Chun-ying, former chief ATER B 2RSS B I EUE N T12/25]5,0008# 7T
executive of HKSAR, for receiving a HK$50 million payment ZHREFEIR N B NE TR o
from an Australian engineering firm was dropped due to lack of
sufficient evidence.

2019 H1

1.2 Xi Jinping marked the 40th anniversary of the ‘Message to BIATR (F68ERRE) EXRI0BFFELTEE [—H
Compatriots' by upholding 1C2S as the best solution to M) AMEA—REST
cross-strait unification.

2.18 Promulgation of the Outline Development Plan for the (BEBEAERERFAIME) 275
Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area.

3.22 Kaohsiung mayor and Taiwan leader hopeful Han Kuo-yu's visited BHETTE  QBERAPIREARREREFHS BT
the central government's Liaison Office in Hong Kong. o

49 The ‘Umbrella nine' (key leaders of the Occupy Central BIEERRHE MEF 7 A BHARIS B
movement) were found guilty as the District Court ruled that civil BHEH o
disobedience was an invalid defence.

511-  Attempts to start bills committee proceedings in LegCo for the IFEAERETRRESE (WILKA) B:TR - 84

514 controversial amendments to the extradition law erupted into FE o

chaos.



517 - Han Zheng, Vice Premier of the State Council, and Wang Zhimin, EH R4 F RS EPBN T FERBEXE
5.21 Director of the central government's Liaison Office, both CRILIERFY (EET o
confirmed that the central government was supportive of the
extradition law amendments.
6.9, Record-setting demonstrations against the extradition law RIEGHETEZEW AL > BNEEZRELEE
6.15& were staged. The government eventually announced the Bl o
6.16 suspension of the amendment bill.
6.12, Accusations of police misconduct accentuated after major BEREZES | HERERSENGTr 0 815612305 E
7.21, collisions, including the 6.12 LegCo protest, 7.21 Yuen Long TREL S T2170HR% M ~ 8 31AFILEMF ~ 10.1411.114E18
8.31, incident, 8.31 Prince Edward station incident, 10.1 and EE N BEEPABERLEBIE T KABEHIE o
101, 11.117 gunshot incidents, confrontation in the Chinese
11.11 - University of Hong Kong and the siege of Hong Kong Polytechnic
1.15&  University.
17 -
11.29
2019 H2
71 & Protesters broke into the LegCo Chamber and vandalized the TEEDRRTEIE 21 BEAILEE R B E B
7.21 Hong Kong emblem on 1 July and laid siege to the central 12 BSEERHE &N EER
government's Liaison Office and defaced the Chinese emblem on
21 July.
8.5, Protesters called for a general strike and began a new campaign TREERE) [ =8 (TEINERILS 0 SR KEIRAZ
89 - to paralyze the airport, inflicting citywide and international FEIE
813, disruptions in transportation.
918&
9.7
94 Carrie Lam officially announced the withdrawal of the MEBAEIEN SRR (FIRIER) 572 -
amendment bill of the extradition law.
10.4& The government enacted the anti-mask law under the Emergency BEBENSIA (B2BEREBIEL) 5T AREFE
1118 Regulations Ordinance but was ruled unconstitutional by the High ) RERSELRSTEES °
Court.
11.4 &  Carrie Lam met with Xi Jinping for the first time since the eruption B REFREIZFEEERNAME S EEH > 54
1114 of the social unrest. Xi said the most pressing task is to end IEEFRELARBYAE > TABRRITHEEERIESR
violence and restore order. The message was reiterated in his B
speech in the BRICS summit in Brazil.
11.24  Pan-democrats scored a landslide victory in the District Council TRIMNEZSEZCGIREMEN  KEXE
election with the highest voter turnout of 71.2%. 712%  AREHRES °
11.27  US President Donald Trump signed the ‘Hong Kong Human Rights FEHAREFEEEE (BB ANBRRETER) o
and Democracy Act'.
1219  The bank account of Spark Alliance, fundraising platform for REGEEBNERT&ENEBNRTAO  HEER

protesters, was froze due to accusation of money laundering.

EERURAS ©
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2020 H1

213

2.1 -
2.7

2.28 &
418

3.18

49

413,
417 &
4.21

4.20

4.24 &
5.25

514

The State Council restructured the Hong Kong and Macau Affairs
Office and appointed Xia Baolong as the new director and the
directors of Liaison Offices in Hong Kong and Macau as deputy
directors.

In fighting the COVID-19 crisis, staff of the Hospital Authority
went on a five-day strike in the attempt to push for complete
closure of border with mainland. HKSAR implemented border
closure to some borders and ordered all arrivals to observe
fortnight-long quarantine order.

A group of pan-democrat leaders, including Martin Lee, Jimmy
Lai, Margaret Ng, Lee Cheuk-yan and Yeung Sum, were charged
with participation in unauthorized assembly in relation to the
anti-extradition bill movement.

US-China media row deepened after five Chinese media agents in
the US were declared propaganda outlets and the opinion piece
titled “China is the real sick man of Asia" was published by the
Wall Street Journal in February. China expelled US journalists in
retaliation and barred them from journalism in Hong Kong and
Macau. Four more Chinese media entities were designated as
foreign missions by the US in June.

Countering High Court's ruling last year of the unconstitutionality
of anti-mask ban, the Court of Appeal ruled that the ban was
constitutional at unlawful gatherings.

The Hong Kong and Macau Affairs Office and the Liaison Office in
Hong Kong issued statements condemning LegCo member Dennis
Kwok for preventing the House Committee from electing a chairman
for more than six months. The pro-democracy camp challenged that
the two Offices were violating Article 22 of the Basic Law by
intervening the internal operation of LegCo. In the subsequent
statements, they positioned that they were bodies authorised by the
central government to handle Hong Kong affairs, leading to further
controversy over the applicability of the Article. The filibustering
ended in May with the appointment of election host by the LegCo
president after seeking external legal advice.

Fitch downed the investment grade of HK twice within the past 7
months to AA-, the HKSAR government expressed disappointment
at Fitch's exaggeration of the ongoing political issues in its rating.

In response to the controversial district court verdict that
expressed sympathy with a knifeman who was jailed over triple
stabbing, Chief Justice Geoffrey Ma warned that judges should
refrain from unnecessary political views to maintain the public's
confidence in the impartiality of the judiciary.

The People's Bank of China, the China Banking and Insurance
Regulatory Commission, China Securities Regulatory Commission
and State Administration of Foreign Exchange promulgated
“Opinions on Financial Support to the Development of
Guangdong-HK-Macau Greater Bay Area" promoting financial
cooperation, openness and innovation in the area.
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515-  An HKDSE history question on Sino-Japanese relations in a EEFECERAFEIH—ERPHREERER » 25 8 H
5.22 period including Japanese invasion of China in World War Il was AZEERR > PTRM BRI RS I8N » HHAR
criticized to have provided ‘biased’ sources that were BIEHE © ZERENS TFHEVE c MEMNEEY &
overwhelmingly positive of Japan. The question was BB R Em AR BRI SR o
subsequently withdrawn. Xinhua News Agency stated that Hong
Kong should establishment a new education system in
accordance to 1C2S.

528  The Commerce and Economic Development Bureau announced BRASEERBEMMUEE/ N & BBRE
the establishment of a task force to review the governance and BREE > BRBUAEEMNGRLE c BFEA > & eEaH
management of RTHK, inviting concerns over political censorship B (The Pulse) #iEER [—FRA K (EFEHED
after suspected police insult in an episode of 'Headliner' and ANBWISEFLS °
infringement of the one-China principle in ‘The Pulse'.

5.28 The US State Secretary, Mike Pompeo, submitted the 2020 Hong EZEIFEBFZERREABEGIER (2020F&BEF LR
Kong Policy Act Report to Congress, certifying that HK no longer =) > ENITBEEARSBEESERSR  WEXREUHH
warrants separate treatment from mainland China under US laws. EBIEHES o

6.4 Enactment of the Anthem Law. @is (EFuE)

6.30 The Hong Kong National Security Law was introduced, passed (BB E) 5 ~ BBRIHIT o RREBMEERK
and enacted. The Office for Safeguarding National Security of the ZERNEMI  REBEBRNEBRE » INERINES
Central People's Government of the HKSAR will be established. SRR
The self-determination group Demosisto announced its
dissolution shortly after the enactment.

2020 H2

7.9, Australia, UK and Canada offered express immigration channels BN~ BEENIIEAREENBARBEMBER > 5

10.22& to Hong Kong residents. China indicated that BNO might no TE R ESBBNOIEAB R TE 4 ©

11.13 longer be recognized as valid travel document.

711 &  More than 600,000 casted ballots in the two-day pro-democracy AHRMR R FIRVEAS R - HBIB60E AR o R

716 primaries. The Hong Kong and Macau Affairs Office and the B PSRN R 0 Al A B R E R AR NRETE
Liaison Office condemned the illegality of the primaries, after TBENERELBREHELIE
which the former LegCo councillor, Au Nok Hin and the convenor
of Power for Democracy, Andrew Chiu resigned from the
coordination work.

7.15, The US president, Donald Trump, signed the Hong Kong EHARNIREEE (BBRAEE) » LEfa I

87&  Autonomy Act, with which eleven mainland and Hong Kong H1uPEEE TR LENEZFEERMLE 1588

8.11 officials were financially sanctioned. Products labelled as ‘Made PR
in Hong Kong' are also forbidden to be imported into the US.

7.31& HKSAR government announced the postponement of LegCo REBNFRRIAEERE—F ) 2EAAESZERES

8.11 election for a year, with the NPCSC deciding to extend the term of FEZEIED—F o
office of all LegCo members for not less than one year.

8.10 Nine people, including the founder of Apple Daily, Jimmy Lai, were SEERIMARE RFINWE » SN E IR
arrested and charged of conspiring with foreign forces to BNEEERZE RERINFFESE « EHEIKIE200A
endanger national security and conspiring to defraud. A police raid BESHEEXNE
consisting of 200 officers was performed on the Apple Daily
headquarter.

817 After reviewed by the Education Bureau, content touching upon 'the BHEMRACHSREER > SMoMERNR =D

separation of powers' in liberal studies textbooks was omitted and
clarified that the HKSAR has an 'executive-led government'.

HAZE > FEEBRATHEIE °
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12 anti-extradition protesters were arrested in China's territorial
waters on suspicion of illegal border crossing to Taiwan. They
were in detention until December, ten of them were sentenced for
imprisonment from seven months to three years by the mainland
court. Two cases involving underage suspects were extradited to
Hong Kong.

James Spigelman, non-permanent judge of the Court of Final
Appeal resigned, foreign newsagent rumoured that his
resignation was related to the National Security Law. Another
non-permanent judge, Peter Millett, also announced that he
would no longer hear cases in Hong Kong due to old age and long
travels.

The Police amended the definition of 'media representatives' and
would no longer acknowledge membership issued by the Hong
Kong Journalists Association and Hong Kong Press
Photographers Association. Only media outlets registered under
the government news system and internationally reputable
non-local news agents would be recognized.

Education Bureau cancelled the registration of a teacher for the
first time with the reason of ‘promoting pro-independence
message'.

NPCSC declared that LegCo councillor who does not fulfil the
legal requirements of upholding the Basic Law will be
immediately stripped of their qualifications as LegCo Councillor.
HKSAR subsequently disqualified Kenneth Leung, Alvin Yeung,
Dennis Kwok and Kwok Ka Ki. 15 other pro-democratic camp
LegCo councillors resigned en masse in protest, leaving only
Cheng Chung-tai and Pierre Chan remained.

Online radio host was arrested on suspicion of money laundering
and providing financial support for anti-extradition youth
protesters in exile to Taiwan and secession.

Civil Service Bureau demanded that all civil servants will have to
sign declaration of loyalty to government.

Former LegCo Councillor, Ted Hui announced his resignation
from the Democratic Party and went into exile in Denmark with
his family. Sixtus Leung of Youngspiration also indicated his wish
to seek political asylum in the US.

Former LegCo councillor, Wu Chi Wai, Eddie Chu, Leung Kwok
Hung and the convenor of Civil Human Rights Front, Figo Chan
and other District Councillors were arrested for their suspected
participation in an illegal assembly on 1 July.

The Court of Final Appeal ruled that the Emergency Regulations
Ordinance and the Anti-mask Law are both constitutional.
Wearing of facial coverings is prohibited at protests and rallies,
whether authorized or not.

After Home Affairs Bureau had declared its illegality, Hong Kong
Citizens' Deliberative Platform announced that due to failure to
reach consensus, the platform will terminate their fundraising
work and will immediately dissolve.
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Over 50 pro-democracy figures were rounded up over alleged
subversion through participating in pro-democratic primaries.
Kickstart Wan Chai announced its disbandment.

US Department of the Treasury imposed sanctions on 6
additional Hong Kong and Mainland officials, citing their roles in
damaging the autonomy of Hong Kong.

China announced that they would no longer recognize BNO as
valid travel document and proof of identity as the UK started
accepting applications for BNO visa from Hong Kong people. The
Canadian government launched new pathways for graduates of
tertiary levels from Hong Kong to apply for work permits and for
those who work in and graduate from the country for permanent
residence.

After HKMAO director Xia Baolong delivered a speech at the
symposium on implementing principle of 'patriots administering
Hong Kong', the NPC and its standing committee passed the
Decision on Improving the Electoral System of the HKSAR and the
amendment of the Basic Law. LegCo of HKSAR subsequently
passed the local legislation.

The Hong Kong government introduced legislative amendments
stipulating oath-taking requirements for public officers including
District Council members. The possibility to return salary due to
disqualification prompted large scale resignation. Over 10 district
councillors quitted the Civic Party while Neo Democrats and
Community Sha Tin announced disbandment.

The University of Hong Kong and the Chinese University of Hong
Kong decided to stop collecting fees on behalf of respective
student unions, to halt the provision of venues and facilities and to
remove duties of office bearers within university committees.

Pro-democrats including Jimmy Lai, Martin Lee and Joshua
Wong were convicted of offences related to unauthorised
assemblies on August 18, 2019, October 1, 2019 and/or June 4,
2020, and have been sentenced to 4 to 18-month jail terms.

Pursuant to the NSL, Secretary for Security froze assets of Next
Digital founder Jimmy Lai including his shares in the media and
assets of three other firms. Hong Kong Police also arrested five
senior staff at Next Digital, with another two arrested at their home
and airport. They were suspected of violating the NSL. 26-year-old
Apple Daily eventually ceased its publication on June 24.

The Hong Kong Economic, Trade and Cultural Office (Taiwan)
temporarily suspended operations. Taipei Economic and Cultural
Office adjusted their business in Hong Kong, preserving only the
essential operations.

Amendments to the guidelines for film censors were gazetted to
vet films for national security breaches.
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6.25

6.27

Major changes were made to the principal officials. Secretary for
Security John Lee replaced Matthew Cheung as Chief Secretary
while Commissioner of Police Chris Tang was promoted to
Secretary for Security. All the promoted officials are of security
backgrounds and roused concerns for the unravelling of a ‘police
government'.

Six board members of the parent company of the online media
outlet, Stand News, resigned. Stand News put down
commentaries previously published and ceased to accept
donations at the same time.
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