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Bi= Preface

The unprecedented pursuit of ‘One Country Two Systems’
(henceforth 1C2S) demands unyielding exploration and persistence
from stakeholders. Since 1997, we have made headway in the
realization of 1C2S, but at the same time, have also encountered
many challenges. To assist full implementation of 1C2S, in July 2017,
Path of Democracy established the 1C2S Index and released its first
report in relation thereto with a view to conduct an objective
evaluation of the continued implementation of 1C2S by reviewing its
accomplishments and shortfalls.

The 1C2S Index is based on both local opinion and international
perception on the current state of 1C2S. Periodic public surveys are
conducted to measure local people’s attitude. We also look at how
global studies carried out by international think tanks rate Hong
Kong. These independent evaluations are incorporated into the Index
to give a more balanced view on how the World including Hong Kong
people look at the state of 1C2S. We have devised and introduced a
1C2S Mass Media Index (MMI) by making use of big data analytics to
measure Hong Kong and overseas media sentiment towards 1C2S.
In compiling our reports, views on current issues related to 1C2S are
also sought, such as the public’'s emigration plans, national security
and economic integration.

A comprehensive review was conducted in 2022 to ensure alignment
with societal and global development after five years of impartial
measurement. The main Index will adopt a more timely, objective,
distinctive and extensive construction method. We innovate the
study of media sentiment by expanding coverage of 1C2S MMI to
reflect the changing media landscape and readership. An online data
portal is launched to better inform policymakers, researchers, media,
and the public through data visualizations and customized analysis
with an open and transparent approach.

We extend our sincere gratitude to the research team involved in the
production of our 11th edition of the 1C2S Index report: Christina
Chan, Martin Cheung, Ting Hin Yan, lan Chan and Benson Lam. We
are also grateful to Hong Kong Institute of Asia-Pacific Studies of the
Chinese University of Hong Kong for completing the telephone polls
and sentiment.ai for measuring media sentiment on our behalf.

Going forward, we will continue to conduct public surveys and
update international indices every six months, and to monitor media
sentiment regularly to gauge the latest perceptions of the public, the
international community and the media on 1C2S.

Ray Poon
Co-convenor (Research)

February 2023
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Executive Summary

. 1C2S Index rebounded remarkably to 5.92 from a low of 5.45
in the first half of 2020 due to the massive protest and riot.
Overwhelmingly, 50.6% of the respondents considered
maintaining economic prosperity and stability the most
important condition for 1C2S to continue beyond 2047.

. International perception of the situation in Hong Kong
deteriorated to 6.87 versus 7.52 two years ago, driven by
sizeable drop in the categories of ‘expression, association &
assembly’; ‘political pluralism’; and ‘constraints on powers'.
The need to tell a better HK story is as urgent as it is
challenging. PoD recommends the creation of a 1C2S Office
to engage with the western media on a continuing basis to
rectify misperceptions.

. The political landscape changed with moderates
representing a historical high of 77.2% of population, a
half-year increase of 5.4 percentage points, while both the
pro-establishment and the non-establishment camps
witnessed a decline. This is an opportunity to build on this
rise of moderates to reduce polarization in our society.

. People identifying themselves as having dual Chinese and
Hong Kong identities decreased by 13.2 percentage points to
475% largely because of a weakened Hong Kong identity.
Markedly, the gap between those who saw themselves as
only Chinese or only Hong Konger narrowed steadily over the
years.

. People planning to emigrate dropped from 34.5% in June
2020 to 12.3% in January 2023, suggesting a return to the
historical norm as an international city with freedom of
movement. This is an opportunity to attract new talents to
come to HK as we move toward a new, innovative economy.

. People with an interest to study, work or retire in the GBA
area dropped from 11.9% in June 2020 to 3.4% in January
2023, which might be due to prolonged border closure. The
government should undertake a sustained campaign to
highlight the career success stories of HK youths in GBA
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2022 H2 Overview

In the second half of 2022, Hong Kong sought to restore
pre-COVID economic normalcy. Travellers welcomed the
removal of compulsory quarantine. Contact tracing and
vaccination requirements were also lifted. The John Lee
administration introduced new set-ups to scout for overseas
and mainland talents and persuade companies to move to
Hong Kong. In an attempt to rebuild investor confidence, the
Global Financial Leaders' Investment Summit confirmed
government'’s top priority in developing our economy.

A round of study sessions on the 20th CCP National Congress
mobilized local authorities, business sectors and social
groups into political activity. Yet, wider political attention was
drawn to media tycoon Jimmy Lai's national security trial
which led to the first interpretation of the National Security
Law by the National People's Congress Standing Committee.
A series of national anthem blunders also caused chaos at
international sporting events and concerns over the
reawakening of separatism when a pro-democracy protest
song was wrongly played.

Pressure from the international community persisted as US'
Congressional-Executive Commission on China called for
sanctions on Hong Kong's prosecutors who were responsible
for NSL and protest-related charges. Hong Kong's adaptation
of 1C2S was once again examined under the backdrop of
heightened cross-strait tension. US House Speaker Nancy
Pelosi quoted it as a failed protection of political freedoms and
human rights during her visit to Taiwan, and subsequently
China's white paper on Taiwan praised it as a resounding
success for national reunification.
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Further discrepancy between local and
international confidence in 1C2S

Hong Kong was getting ready to reopen border after almost
three years of closures. The city's momentum was slowly
gathering but the international community was impatient.
Blessed by a lack of political controversy, citizens’ confidence
in John Lee's new government was consolidating. Despite a
gradual decline in international perception, stronger local
support contributed to an overall growth in the 1C2S Index.
The latest reading rose by 1.7% from 5.82 to 5.92.

All pillars on public opinion continued the rebound from
previous rounds. Strong recovery from past weaknesses
boosted ‘human rights and freedom’ (+7.2%). Mass fear for
decline of democratic development, freedom of speech and
freedom of association and assembly stemming from past
social instability appeared to have slightly faded. Other pillars,
'Hong Kong-Mainland relationship’ (+5.5%) and ‘high degree of
autonomy’ (+4.6%) also increased greatly.

Due to time lag in the compilation of international indices,
negative impacts from earlier events started to catch up at the
international level and began to affect various pillars. Both
‘civil liberty’ (-1.1%) and ‘democratic development’ (-1.0%)
continued their downward trend. With one of the most
stringent anti-pandemic regulations in the world, Hong Kong
fell behind in ‘economic openness’ (-0.9%).

Political moderation reached all-time high

The exit of the pro-democracy camp on the political stage
resulted in mass apathy and political demobilization. The gap
between moderates and non-establishment supporters
widened further, as the two moved away from each other with
a rise of 5.4 percentage points for the former and a decrease
of 0.1 percentage points for the latter. As a result, moderates
remained the largest group with a greater dominance (77.2%),
followed by non-establishment supporters (13.0%) and
pro-establishment supporters (6.6%).

The rise of moderation was also seen among youths (aged 18
to 29), along with the continuous easing of political tension.
Moderates rose by 9.0 percentage points to 70.3%. Among
non-establishment supporters, democrats fell by 2.3
percentage points to 18.4% and localists by 9.1 percentage
points to 6.9%. The rise of moderation among 18-29 age group
has been a healthy development; nevertheless, one should
remain vigilant to the possibility of re-radicalization in the near
future.
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Reconvergence of citizens’ identity as
Hongkongers or Chinese

Citizens' self-identification as Hongkongers or Chinese
started to converge after a period of departure. The gap was
closing after a two-year convergence. In this round, both the
‘Hongkongers’ and ‘Chinese’ identities decreased. The former
fell by 9.4% from 799 to 724 and the latter declined
significantly by 4.3% from 6.47 to 6.19.

Most Hong Kong citizens are typically cognizant of their dual
identity as both Hongkongers and Chinese. Over half of the
public acknowledged dual identity in earlier surveys. This had
gradually changed since 2019 and hit rock bottom in
mid-2020 but had since rebounded. People who recognized
their dual identity declined from last round’s peak by 13.2
percentage points to 47.5%. This was contrasted by the
continual decline of ‘Hongkonger only’ for 2 years to 24.1%.

Implications and recommendations

The substantial growth in public opinion against a repeated
decline in international perception signified the disparity
between how local people and the international community
looked at 1C2S. Nonetheless, we still found that people’s
perception to the current state of 1C2S was less than
satisfactory. What the majority desired for the long-term
continuation of 1C2S were prosperity and stability. While
various social groups often displayed different expectations,
there is common ground to bring people together.

Many indicators returned to early-2019 level. Public discontent
sparked by the governance crisis appeared to be relieved.
People with emigration plans kept on declining. The
proportion of moderates continued to grow while
non-establishment supporters steadily declined. More people
attributed equal responsibility to both Hong Kong and
Mainland when conflicts arise in the implementation of 1C2S.
The proportion of population identifying themselves as
‘Chinese’ also embarked on a modest rate of increase.

Two rival camps showed extreme views over recent political
events. Moderates was the only group countering this
juxtaposition. A rational voice appears to exist in the society at
large, but it is vulnerable to populist narratives. Policymakers
must take care to ensure that moderate opinions continue to
enjoy the benefit of a nourishing and safe environment in a
divided culture.
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It is important for the HKSAR government to capitalize on the
growing confidence and build further momentum by
spearheading a concerted effort involving all sectors of Hong
Kong including the business community, the academia,
professional bodies, and like-minded think tanks and NGOs to
promote the image of Hong Kong under 1C2S. Such effort
may include:

- Setting up an Office of 1C2S for sustained outreach effort
both locally and in the APEC region to mobilize support and
enhance Hong Kong's presence. This dedicated office will
actively participate in foreign think tank forums directly or
through the business community to promote the Hong
Kong narrative in the international arena;

- Creating a Press Secretary for the CE Office to hold daily
press briefings with local and international media to tackle
latest policy issues timely, fully and properly, including the
National Security Law to address the fear and anxiety of
the foreign community in Hong Kong;

- Providing advanced training to our senior officials of how
to counter the negative narrative in the western media with
positive HK stories; and

- Educating young members of the public on 1C2S basics,
understanding of rule of law, human rights and freedoms
and broadening awareness of social, national and global
issues.
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Introduction

This is the 11" edition of our ‘One Country Two Systems’
(henceforth 1C2S) Index report. The purpose of the 1C2S
Index is to provide an objective assessment on the
implementation of 1C2S. Our first report was released in
mid-2017, on the 20th anniversary of the return of Hong Kong
to China. We update the 1C2S Index every six months, at
mid-year and year end.

Every half year, we update the 1C2S Index through updating
public opinion and international perception respectively with a
new public survey and with the latest data from international
indices. To complement our main Index, we have also
introduced the 1C2S Mass Media Index (MMI) that uses
big-data techniques to measure the sentiment of Hong Kong
and overseas printed, electronic and online media.

We commissioned the Hong Kong Institute of Asia-Pacific
Studies of the Chinese University of Hong Kong to conduct
telephone poll between December 2022 to January 2023 to
compile scores on public opinion. We updated scores on
international perception to 2022 H2 by scoring and ranking
148 countries and territories based on 9 comprehensive data
sources and 127 indicators complied by some international
think tanks. MMI was measured by sentiment.ai and updated
to the end of December 2022.

In our latest survey, we continued to include topical issues
related to 1C2S, such as the continuation of 1C2S beyond
2047, citizen's identity, attitude towards emigration and public
opinions on the Greater Bay Area. To fully capture the
socio-political reality of the city, we introduced new questions
to gauge the impact of recent socio-political changes, such as
China’s long-term adherence to 1C2S, admission of overseas
lawyers in Hong Kong and the legislation on combating false
information.
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It should be stressed that public opinion, international
perception and MMI are determined by perceptions and may
or may not reflect actual reality. Even so, changes in
perceptions of 1C2S of the Hong Kong public, of international
think tanks, and of the Hong Kong and overseas media are
nevertheless important. We will analyse the reasons for the
changes as they are crucial for the implementation of 1C2S.

In our report, all scores are expressed in a scale of 0-10. An
asterisk (*') indicates a change in scores compared with the
previous round that is big enough to be statistically
significant. If there is no mentioning of statistical significance
about a score, it means that the change concerned is
statistically insignificant.

Some scores are decomposed by age group, educational
attainment and political inclination for further analysis. In the
past, the non-establishment camp was divided into
‘democrats’ and ‘others’. This division is abolished in this
report as the size of the latter is too small to support any
meaningful analysis, but it is preserved in our online data
portal for reference purposes.

Readers may visit the webpage of Path of Democracy
(http://www.pathofdemocracy.hk/1c2s-index/) to access our
data portal for historical data of the 1C2S Index series. An
extensive report on the survey results is also available.

RERE  BRTEREBEHNT DEORINE
B PETTEERRIZE - @EWLL > HES
R BEREENAMBEENERECNER [—
BImS ) MAEBEXR > FAARMEEONES
BAIVEERE -

REBRENFTAFDRERIELOD » A FEEHRH
éZF‘aﬁE%ZF DEREME LREKT  BEMUE
g8 (7)) 5P - REFEBE  AIREKINER
E%ﬁ%tﬁﬂK?ﬁ%o

HUFHRIEEBAR - HERENEAER
J ) EEDR o LUE » BUAMER REIEREIE
SEHA TRIEL A (HM) © BREEAR
B0 5 BLUEHE BEH DI lhxﬁir@
I RBIRAAD BTE BN LRETE
LS o

Eﬂ

[—EmE SN EFEEREE L HERMNE
BIrEe > BEAEHNFERSESTTN THEEER
BRI Bt o B2 RER FERERES -
(http://www.pathofdemocracy.hk/1c2s-index/)

Introduction
[E5hA




‘ONE COUNTRY TWO SYSTEMS’ INDEX sl 52 |

2. T—EfmHl 5%

2. 1C2S Index

The 1C2S Index is the average score of three pillars on public
opinion and three pillars on international perception. The three
pillars on public opinion, namely 'high degree of autonomy’,
‘human rights and freedom’ and 'Hong Kong-Mainland
relationship’ are the evaluation by Hong Kong public on
different dimensions of 1C2S. The three pillars on
international perception, namely ‘economic openness’, ‘civil
liberty’ and ‘democratic development’, are the evaluation by
international think tanks on various aspects of freedom and
democracy in Hong Kong. The methodology is explained in
Appendix |.

Figure 1 shows scores of the 1C2S Index since 2020 H2. The
latest reading in 2022 H2 was 5.92 with an increase of 1.7%
from 5.82 half year ago. After a prolonged trough, the Index
continued to soar and returned to mid-2019 level. This rise in
the latest round was contributed by an improvement in public
opinion, especially on human rights and freedom, which offset
the sustained downgrading of international perception.
Results obtained in these pillars will be detailed in the
following sub-sections.

Figure 1: 1C2S Index
@1 : —Emhl 52
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Scores Changes
5 g1t
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2.1

RERE
Public opinion

Table 1 shows all pillar and sub-pillars scores. All three pillars
grew and two of them grew with statistical significance.
‘Human rights and freedom' increased by 7.2% to 4.94, the
highest among others, while ‘Hong Kong-Mainland
relationship’ and ‘high degree of autonomy’ rose by 5.5% to
519 and by 4.6% to 4.82 respectively.

All sub-pillars continued to rise since the last round. Three
sub-pillars with the largest increases were ‘democratic
development’ (+11.0%), ‘freedom of speech, association and
assembly’ (+9.5%) and 'Hong Kong people administering
Hong Kong' (+8.8%). None of the sub-pillars decreased. Three
sub-pillars with the smallest increases were ‘independent
judiciary’ (+1.4%), 'equal protection of the law’ (+3.0%) and’
independent legislature’ (+3.2%).

Three sub-pillars with highest scores were ‘safeguarding
national sovereignty, security & development interests’ (6.24),
‘maintaining long-term prosperity and stability’ (5.84) and
‘equal protection of the law’ (5.82). Three sub-pillars with the
lowest scores were ‘democratic development’ (4.15), ‘freedom
of speech, association and assembly’ (4.26) and ‘Hong Kong
people administering Hong Kong' (4.31).
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SO ET > MET WA EZERFEZ KT -
TABER) BBERA  BIN7.2%E4.947 »
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Table 1: Pillar and sub-pillar scores on public opinion

=1 REFENHERFED#

2020H2 2021 H1  2021H2 2022H1 2022 H2

Overall #% 3.62 3.62 4.02 4.71 4.98

A. High Degree of Autonomy S E H3& 3.43 3.39 3.75 4.61 4.82

A1. Self-conduct of administrative affairs

BRI ER 3.34 3.42 3.89 4.84 5.07

A2. Independent judiciary

BRI 4.00 3.80 4.09 492 4.99

A3. Independent legislature
362 3.55 3.84 474 4.89

R

B SARE
A4. 'Hong Kong peopleadministering Hong Kong' N
M AGAE) 277 2.80 318 396 431

B. Human Rights and Freedom A EH 3.83 3.71 4.02 4.61 4,94 *
B1. Original ways of life 447 433 45 - - / .
REEERR ' ' ' ' '

B2. Freedom of speech, association and assembly 390 367 367 389" 496 \/ y
=i S RESER ' ' ' '

B3. Democratic development 301 300 G4 i s / *
REHFIERE ' ' ' ' '

B4. Equal protection of the Law o8 S a0 e - . /
EETERE ' ‘ ' '

C. Hong Kong - Mainland Relations BE#&RA{% 3.61 3.77 4.30 492 5.19 / *
C1. Resolving via dialogue and negotiation 5o S e o L oe fos /
HERERATE ' ' ' ' '

C2. Safeguarding national sovereignty, security &

development interests 499 5.20 547 5.81 6.24 / *
HHEBRERE - 22 EF G

C3. Maintaining long-term prosperity and stability 415 4 e - . /
HRRIAESRIETE ' ' ' '

C4. Full implementation of 1C2Sin the future 270 285 354 415 445

KHREEE (—EmHL - - : : /

Note: Wordings of two indicators marked ‘*" were revised, namely from ‘freedom of speech’ to ‘freedom of speech, association and assembly’ and from
‘equality before the Law' to ‘equal protection of the Law’. Readers should take careful note of these changes and their interpretations.

5 MEBEFXERE TN o BFEBERT > Dl [SHmBH) on T56  FEEHaH) &k DERAR—RTE) n NERTYSE
gl - BERIBBLENERATE



2.1.1 Generation gap and political divide

Figure 2 shows average scores of public opinion by age group.
There was a rise for all age groups except the 60-69 age
group. Growth in the 18-29 age group was the strongest, with
an increase of 12.6% to 3.49, but still the lowest among all. In
contrast, the 60-69 age group fell by 7.7% to 5.55 but still
scored the second highest.

Figure 3 shows average scores of public opinions by political
inclination. Average scores produced by political groups
increased with an exception of pro-establishment supporters.
Pro-establishment supporters fell from last round’s peak by
9.1% to 7.58 with statistical significance, whereas moderates
rose by 6.3% to 5.20 also represents statistical significance.
Non-establishment supporters had a strong boost by 21.9% to
2.39.

Statistical tests revealed that there was a clear and consistent
divide in evaluation scores between younger and older age
groups, and across all political inclinations. Not only were
scores increased with age, scores of the three younger age
group were also statistically lower than the three older ones. In
comparison  with  moderates, the evaluations of
pro-establishment supporters were significantly higher. On
the other hand, evaluations of non-establishment supporters
were significantly lower.

Figure 2: Public opinion (by age group)
B2 . REAE (REaAERE15)

2.1.1. RBRBAEE
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8 Scores Changes
9 1t
W 18-29 3.49 +0.39 ( 112.6%)
6 Il 30-39 4.02 +0.19 (1 5.0% )
W 40-49 4.62 +0.19 (1 43% )
Il 50-59 5.44 +0.38 (1 7.5% )
4
W 60-69 5.55 -046 (| 7.7%)
=70 7.22 +0.45 (1 6.6% )
2 - All Respondents
FAShE 4.98 +0.27 (1 57% )
0 1C2S Index

2020H2 2021 H1 2021 H2 2022H1 2022 H2
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Figure 3: Public opinion (by political inclination)
B3 : REHAE (ZBUAEREN)

10
Scores Changes
Bs) 21t
3 B Pro-establishment 23k 7.58 -0.76 (| 9.1% )
W Moderates Bk 5.20 +0.31 (1 6.3% )
6 B Non-establishment JEEHIK  2.39 +0.43 ( 121.9%)
All Respondents FTAE5%E  4.98 +0.27 (1 57% )
4
2
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2020H2 2021 H1 2021 H2 2022H1 2022H2
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International perception

Table 2 shows Hong Kong's pillar and sub-pillar scores on
international perception. The downward trend of all pillars
continued. Compared to the last round, both ‘civil liberty’ and
‘democratic development’ continued to fall from 6.35 to 6.28
by 1.1% and from 5.17 to 5.12 by 1.0% respectively. ‘Economic
openness’ dropped slightly from 9.28 to 9.20 by 0.9%.

Most sub-pillars fell. Three sub-pillars with the greatest drop
were ‘expression, association and assembly’ (-3.1%),
‘constraints on powers’ (-2.5%) and rule of law’ (-1.7%). The
only rising sub-pillar was ‘security and safety’ (+0.2%).
‘Regulatory quality’ and ‘political pluralism’ remained
unchanged.

Three sub-pillars with highest scores were ‘market access'’
(9.72), 'financial stability’ (9.58) and ‘regulatory quality’ (8.83).
Three sub-pillars with the lowest scores were ‘expression,
association and assembly’ (3.15), ‘political pluralism’ (3.57)
and ‘democratic development’ (5.12).
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Table 2: Pillar and sub-pillar scores on international perception

&2 | ERSHER SN F D H

2020 H2 2021 H1 2021 H2 2022 H1 2022 H2
Overall 4% 7.52(33) 7.30(35) 7.25(36) 6.93(39)  6.87 (39)
D. Economic Openness #&7 BIK 9.41 (2) 9.36 (2) 9.34(2) 9.28 (2) 9.20 (2)

D1. Business environment

SRS

899 (2) 902(2) 897(2 885(2)  868(2

D2. Market access

S P 9.83 (1) 9.74 (1) 9.74 (1) 9.73 (1) 9.72 (1)

D3. Regulatory quality

- 899(2) 895(2) 895(2)  883(2)  883(3)

D4. Financial stability

S 982 (1)  975(1) 971 (1)  970(1)  9.58(1)

E. Civil Liberty AR AR 7.25(46) 6.92(56) 6.80(60) 6.35(72) 6.28(72)

E 1. Rule of law

Y]

752 (31) 687(38) 682(38) 6.44(42) 6.33(43)

E2. Security and safety

os 822(34) 824(33) 800(39) 807(36) 8.09(36)

E3. Expression, association and assembly

it R 506 (109) 4.60 (111) 4.49 (113) 3.25(123) 3.15(124)

E4. Individual rights

iy 821(37) 797 (37) 7.89(39) 7.64(43)  7.56(47)

F. Democratic Development R 3 & 591(69) 5.61(77) 559(77) 5.17(90) 5.12(91)

F1. Constraints on powers

I 6.62 (44) 622 (49) 617 (49) 564 (56)  5.50 (60)

F2. Political pluralism

ohs 469 (111) 438 (114) 438 (114) 3.51(123) 3.51(123)

F3. Civic participation
ARSH

EE

6.31 (37) 6.14(46) 6.14(46) 582(56) 579 (57)

F4. Democratic culture

. 6.03(66) 570(73) 569 (72) 573(72)  5.67(80)

Note: World ranking in parentheses.

iR AR -
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2.2.1. Comparison with selected regions

As Hong Kong is a highly developed region and given that
highly developed regions tend to have comparatively higher
scores in freedom and democracy as compared with
developing regions — we have selected certain neighbouring
developed countries and territories (namely, Japan, South
Korea, Singapore, and Taiwan) as benchmarks for comparison
and assessment of Hong Kong's performance in international
perception. We compared the respective scores of the
Mainland and the US, for the purpose of identifying the
position of Hong Kong under 1C2S relative to the major
pOWers.

Table 3 compares Hong Kong and its neighbours by pillars on
international  perception. Hong  Kong's  superlative
performance in 'economic openness’ made it one of the world
leaders with a score of 9.20. It ranked second after
Singapore’s 9.43 and was way ahead of Taiwan's 8.13, Japan’s
7.56 and Korea's 7.24. The score of ‘economic openness’ for
all developed neighbours fell in the last half year.

Hong Kong's score for ‘civil liberty’ was 6.28, close to
Singapore’s 6.81, but much lower than Japan's 9.03, Korea's
8.38 and Taiwan's 8.21. The performance of Hong Kong's
neighbours in ‘civil liberty’ was at par in the past half year as
scores of all of them fell.

For ‘democratic development’, Hong Kong's score of 5.12 was
not keeping in pace with its developed neighbours (Japan’'s
8.67, Taiwan's 8.30, Korea's 7.85 and Singapore’s 6.91).

Table 3: Pillar scores on international perception of selected regions
K3 EEHME BB D #

2.2.1. ETMELER

—BMES > BEHENEHER ITESS N
BIHE - ANEEESSEEBRIME - FIUR
POEEBANBEERRRME > BFH4E - &
B HME R A EIELLE » BLGETESBNE
3 o IR E At R E RIS 0 MURE
£ T—EmE 2 THEBEENMEAENE
@o

FILLREBNAA M E ERRTE AN D8 -
EEE NEERBR RIFIFFRL - L9200 ESR
KPR FIATS, 0 BIERTINIRAY9.430 B2 E > K
@%5‘&%5"%598 135 ~ BART.56 0 MEeERIT7.24

o KEf P A E s EMER TEEMM 9
i@%x#iﬁﬂ:&r °

EBH TRARER ) 5707562870 » BRI
RB96.81 > AR BZAAY9.037) ~ F§2A98.38
DMAERS 217 « BEFF » FBHIIHEE

TARER) HENERIRFELT  FrAD 8
BFT T E o

EBE BEXBE) I9 55129 » REEHHANA
FMEEL (HA8.679 « &/28.30%) ~ FE9587.85
7 FNIN6.919) o

D. Economic Openness E. Civil Liberty F. Democratic Development Overall
FER NEER RERRE Ebs)

Score Rank Score Rank Score Rank Score Rank

2 & 2 & 2 B 2E BE=
Hong Kong &7 9.20 | 2 - 6.28 | (72) 512 | o1y | 687 | (39
Mainland China REIPSH  6.68 1 (43) 1 3.04 | (147) 255 1 (139) - 409 1 (126)
Japan &# 756 | (22) - 903 | (13) 867 1 (1) 1 842 | (14
Korea H7 724 | (290 | 838 | (27) 785 | (80) | 782 | (24 1
Singapore ¥4 943 | (1) - 681 | (58) 691 | (46) | 772 | (28) 1
Taiwan &% 813 | (11) - 821 | (30 830 | (200 - 822 | (19
United States %[5 822 | (9 t 813 1 (33) 755 1 (36 | 797 1 (21) -

Note: World ranking in parentheses.
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2.2.2. Global trend

Figure 4 shows the global trend of the pillar scores on
international perception. The decoupling of global trade and
investment and a synchronised slowdown in the world marked
a rapid fall of ‘economic openness’ since 2019. Although
relaxed travel bans and social distancing measures showed
hope, disruptions in supply chains and business operations
caused by COVID-19 outbreak had not been recovered. Thus,
global average score fell by 1.9% to 5.79. The top performers
for 'economic openness’ were Singapore (9.43), Hong Kong
(9.20) and Denmark (8.72).

A sustained downward trend in ‘civil liberty’ was recorded in
face of repeated occasions of infringement of citizens’ and
reporters’ rights, as well as ethnic conflicts around the world.
This is a reflection of people’s growing concerns over
pandemic-related sacrifice of individual liberties. The global
score in ‘civil liberty’ continued to slip by 1.3% and reached its
new bottom at 6.12. The top countries were Finland (9.70),
Norway (9.60) and Sweden (9.51).

‘Democratic  development’ reflected a stagnation of
democratic system in the world. Dozens of mass protests
erupted throughout the world since 2019 with varied degree of
success. Some turned violent and met with crackdowns,
dampening political pluralism and the democratic culture.
Global average score in ‘democratic development’ fell by 0.9%
to 5.68 in the latest round. Similar to ‘civil liberty’, Nordic
countries performed well in this pilar. Norway (9.58), Denmark

(9.48) and Sweden (9.33) were the top three in the world.

Figure 4: Global trend of pillar scores on international perception
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EXEH

Significant events

Changes in scores in the indices are likely to be affected by
significant political and other landmark events that occurred
during the relevant period. Listed below are major events that
occurred since the last report from July to December 2022.

Internal governance issues that are not strictly related to 1C2S
appear to have important effects on evaluations of the Hong
Kong public and media, but do not necessarily affect
international evaluations as much. On the other hand,
evaluations of international think tanks may not be free of
western ideological biases against the rise of China, but they
may also reflect genuine weaknesses in the implementation
of 1C2S. It is important to bear these impacts in mind when
reading the findings identified in this report.

Table 4: Significant events

=4 EAENE

RERBBEENDBAFEMEAEMN - 8 T—
BImb ) BEBLE —CElF - LHARSE
5 BR022F TR E12BNEREHMESIIT

8 T—Emf) EEREEHNNEIELREE B
ERTRMNEAEBENTEUFTE—EXE > BHE
BREFERET KN o 70 DREIE O TR IEE S B
BHED > AUETENEEASFERESR -
AREEH I—EmE) NWTETET2ERI
BRCRNER - BHRERE T—EMmGl) £
EELNWEIESSE - ERBILRENERE &
TLIERE °

7.1 Xi Jinping reassured 1C2S will be adhered to over the long term.

7.21 US Congressional-Executive  Commission on China urged

sanctions against Hong Kong prosecutors handling protest cases.

7.27 The United Nations Human Rights Committee’s periodic review on
Hong Kong criticized the lack of clarity of the Hong Kong national
security law.

89 & Several social media pages closed down following administrators

8.10 of ‘Civil Servant Secrets’ arrested for publication of seditious
content.

9.26 The court seized about $70 million from Spark Alliance, a

crowd-funding initiatives in support of pro-democracy protesters.

10.5 Students were given a three-day suspension by a local secondary
school for disrespectful behaviours during a flag raising
ceremony. Concerns over freedom under the national security law
were aroused.

10.8 Members of pro-independence group Returning Valiant
campaigned armed revolutions and were found gquilty for
conspiracy to incite subversion.

10.19 In his maiden Policy Address, John Lee set up the Talents Service

Unit and the Office for Attracting Strategic Enterprises to attract

overseas talents and foreign investment.
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1M.2&
mn7

11.14,
11.20,
11.21 &
11.22

11.25

11.30

1213 &
12.29

1214

12.15

12.18

12.18
12.20 &

12.28

11.28 &
12.30

Hong Kong hosted the Global Financial Leaders’ Investment
Summit and the Hong Kong Sevens rugby tournament, signaling
the city was open to the world.

At arugby match between Hong Kong and South Korea in Incheon,
a pro-democracy protest song was mixed up with China'’s national
anthem. Similar incidents were discovered. The Hong Kong
Olympic Committee issued guidelines to provide clear instructions
for all athletes, teams, sports associations on the playing of
national anthem.

Trustees and secretary of the 612 Humanitarian Relief Fund were
fined $4,000 and $2,500 respectively for failing to register it as a
society.

Several small demonstrations were organized on campuses and
streets in Hong Kong to commemorate the residential fire in
Xinjiang and support the outcry against strict lockdowns in
mainland China.

A former student leader was sentenced to two months’
imprisonment for urging others to cast blank ballots in the 2021
Legislative Council election. The court ruled that this law was
constitutional upon his constitutionality challenge.

Chow Hang-tung, former organizer of June 4 vigil, won appeal
against charges of inciting others to take part in an unauthorized
assembly in 2021.

The Education Bureau revised guidelines on teachers’ professional
conduct, stating teachers should have the self-awareness to
safeguard national security and social order.

A consultation on enhancing crowdfunding regulation had started.
All crowdfunding activities, online or offline, would require prior
approval from the proposed Crowdfunding Affairs Office.
Individuals who fund unlawful crowdfunding activities would face
criminal charges.

A by-election was held to fill 4 vacancies in the LegCo due to
appointments to the executive branch.

Preventive measures in response to COVID-19, including the
vaccine pass, contact tracing and mandatory quarantine, were
lifted.

As British barrister Tim Owen would represent Jimmy Lai in a
national security trail, the Chief Executive requested an
interpretation of the National Security Law from the NPCSC.
Regarding admission of overseas lawyers in cases concerning
national security offenses, it ruled that a certificate of approval
from the CE is required and reiterated powers already conferred to
the Committee for Safeguarding National Security of the HKSAR.
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3. T—Em#l) BE5is8
3. 1C2S Mass Media Index

Media sentiment is an important factor in the formation of
public opinion. We attempt to use big data techniques to
measure media sentiment towards 1C2S and monitor how
performance of 1C2S is covered in the mass media to provide
a timely barometer of public sentiment. 1C2S MMI measures
daily net sentiment of media reports. A quarterly average is
reported in this section to dovetail and complement with our
main Index, which is compiled biannually. The methodology is
explained in Appendix I.

IHREE

Recent trend

Despite mass arrests against democrat primaries, an upward
trend continued after the decision on electoral reform that
foregrounded the principle of ‘patriots administering Hong
Kong'. MMI briefly went down in the first quarter as District
Councillors assessed whether to resign or pledge allegiance.
Nonetheless, overall sentiment has increased to 124.6 in 2021
Q2 and this appeared to coincide with an apparent adjustment
of reporting style of media that used to be highly critical of
1C28S.

The triumph of 1C2S was repeatedly applauded during CCP’s
100th anniversary events, from the grand celebration to the
landmark resolution on its significant achievements and
historic experiences. There were high hopes for newly elected
members of the Election Committee and Legislative Council,
followed by Beijing's white paper on the democratic
development under 1C2S that endorsed the overhaul of Hong
Kong's electoral system. These official messages prevailed
most news sources in 2021 Q4 and boosted MMI to 134.5.
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A quiet beginning in 2022 softened the positive sentiment
from the previous peak. It did not take long for the Chief
Executive race to boost popularity of the incoming leadership
and confidence in 1C2S during the so-called honeymoon
period. Despite grave concerns expressed by G7 foreign
ministers over this election, the visit of Xi Jinping for the 25th
anniversary of HKSAR overwhelmed media discussion,
pushing MMIt0 93.5in 2022 Q2.

On the 25" anniversary of the HKSAR, Western leaders
criticised China for failing to respect 1C2S, whereas President
Xi Jinping guaranteed his commitment in this good system
over the long term. Reassurance from the Chinese leadership
gathered media optimism to a new high. But the uplift was
soon interrupted by geopolitical struggles as US House
speaker Pelosi's visit to Taiwan and subsequently China’s
white paper on the Taiwan issue heightened cross-strait
tensions. Nonetheless, MMI regained its upward momentum
and reached 150.1 in 2022 Q4 after the 20th National
Congress of the CCP which proclaimed 1C2S a great
innovation of socialism with Chinese characteristics and the
best arrangement for national reunification.

Figure 5: 1C2S MMI (quarterly average)
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Channel variations

Figure 6 shows 1C2S MMI by media channels, namely TV and
radio, newspaper and online-only media. A general pattern
emerged as news reported by TV and radio were persistently
more positive while online-only media were more critical. This
media landscape changed during the year between the
second quarters of 2019 and 2020. TV stations and radios and
newspapers joined chorus of criticism towards 1C2S and
produced more negative sentiment than online-only media.
After this period, TV stations and radios resumed their regular
reporting style. Their sentiment score grew stronger than
other channels in a generally positive news event. The
distinction between newspapers and online-only media,
however, were less and less noticeable. The trend of
sentiment generated by these two channels were often
intertwined with each other.

In the recent quarter, the overall growth in 1C2S MMI was
contributed by TV & radio and newspaper. Net sentiment
displayed in TV and radio increased by 8.6 points to 159.9,
newspaper by 6.2 points to 139.4 and online-only media fell by
6.5 points to 139.5.

Figure 6: 1C2S MMI (by media channels)
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4. BURER

4. Political Orientation

Figure 7 shows the composition of Hong Kong population by
political inclination. Moderates (which include centrists and
those without specific political inclination) remained the
largest group (77.2%), followed by non-establishment
supporters (13.0%) and pro-establishment supporters (6.6%).

Over the last half year, the gap between the moderates and
non-establishment supporters was steadily widening, as the
two diverged from each other with a rise of 5.4 percentage
points of the former and a drop of 0.1 percentage points of the
latter. The size of pro-establishment supporters fell slightly by
09 percentage points. Some pro-establishment and
non-establishment supporters started to identify themselves
as moderates, resulting in a driving force of political
moderation.

A hopeful trend of de-radicalisation and the rise of moderation
endured from mid-2017 to early 2019. The proportion of
moderates and pro-establishment in the population rose while
that of non-establishment supporters declined. Radicalism
resurged abruptly since then leading to a reversal of trend until
the political rift began to heal in early 2020. The
pro-establishment camp regained supporters, while the
non-establishment shrank from its peak and the moderates
rebounded from its bottom.

In the latest round, moderates and non-establishment
supporters continued their respective trends of rise and
decline. The steadily declining population in support of
political extremity pointed to a narrowing political divide and
polarization. It appeared that the subsiding momentum of
political controversies, such as the enactment of NSL and
electoral reform, began to show in the political makeup of the
population.
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Figure 7: Political inclination of population
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4.1 FRFFENEEL

De-radicalisation of youths

Figure 8 shows the change in the composition of youths SRS E (18%F295%) WBUAMEMEE o R
(aged 18 to 29) by political inclination. The proportion of IKBIEE B4 4R EFH9. 018 5 0 8EF70.3% » ZEBE
moderates continued to rise by 9.0 percentage points to a el FEGIRAIBEA DS TRER) M TH
historic high of 70.3%. Non-establishment supporters were ) BEBRED /ALK o RTIK T E2.31E
further divided into ‘democrats’ and ‘others’, which BOEE1I84%  MALTIK MK IEEDEE
represented mostly the localist camp. Democrats fell by 2.3 6.9% o EHIK A2 3MEEDEE2.6% ©
percentage points to 18.4% and other non-establishment

supporters fell by 91 percentage points to 69%. The

proportion of pro-establishment rose to 2.6% by 2.3

percentage points.

From mid-2017 to early 2019, there had been encouraging M2017TFERE2019FY) » FERBNKBETES
signs of de-radicalization of youths, when population of o RRIERA > 2RSS AEZENEIELCH
moderates was high and rising. This trend, however, was R o BEBZRAE > RIKEERNSRIEERN
reversed as the proportion of non-establishment supporters IFRENR 18 o BEEHE » SFERTIKE D EH

witnessed a steep rise, surpassing moderates for some time. R TIK  2020F 5 » BUECHEA&MN
Furthermore, within the non-establishment group, localists ARAIKEEAI TR » RADKFRARE B e B8 IF
overtook democrats in certain periods. Since mid-2020, the [ o

situation of radicalisation clearly eased as the proportion of
localists subsided and moderates surpassed the entire
non-establishment group.



Figure 8: Political inclination of youths
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5.8 T—EfmEl
5. Continuation of 1C2S

An issue of utmost importance for the future of Hong Kong is
the continuation of 1C2S. In previous surveys, respondents
were asked about whether this constitutional arrangement
should be continued beyond 2047, and those who answered
‘should’ would be asked further about favourable conditions to
such as a goal. This set of questions became irrelevant after
the central government assured that this policy must be
preserved over the long term. However, it may still serve the
purpose of improving and upholding 1C2S by understanding
people’s needs for a preferred future. Therefore, all
respondents were asked to choose what conditions would be
favourable to the continuation of 1C2S from the following list
(they were allowed to choose more than one item):

- Maintaining a high degree of autonomy;

- Maintaining economic prosperity and stability;
- Political system democratises further;
Maintaining national security; and

- Others (please specify).

Figure 9 shows the percentages of respondents who chose
each of the five conditions. Overall, ‘maintaining economic
prosperity and stability’ (50.6%) ranked first. ‘Maintaining a
high degree of autonomy’ (47.6%) was a close second.
‘Political system democratises further’ continued its
downward trend and fell further (21.7%). ‘Maintaining national
security’ (18.2%) fell slightly.

Figure 10 shows how the patterns of choice and their stark
contrast differed by political inclination. Moderates viewed
‘maintaining prosperity and stability’ and
‘maintaining a high degree of autonomy’ as almost equally
important. Pro-establishment supporters pursued the former
above every other choice. Non-establishment supporters
shared moderates’ view by ranking the latter as a key
condition but also placed similar emphasis to ‘political system
democratises further’.

economic
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For pro-establishment supporters, ‘maintaining national BRI HEFRExRZ2) NWEGREEES -
security’ rose sharply by 18.1 percentage points to a record o FAHISIEE D EREENM (68.9%) H
high (68.9%). Other conditions fluctuated moderately, MEAREMED > OF EEETERREL T
including a slight fall in ‘maintaining economic prosperity and E19EEDE (72.6%) M TEREERR) £
stability’ (72.6%) by 19 percentage points and a rise in F42MBE 785 (38.0%) o

‘maintaining a high degree of autonomy’ (38.0%) by 4.2

percentage points.

Moderates’ view remained largely stable but the share of all mAESE DB BRI EBREREE » BRA
conditions decreased. ‘Maintaining economic prosperity and REBLERIE TR o TEEBEHRFEREBE) K
stability’ (53.3%) fell by 13.1 percentage points, but it still 13.1BEPE (53.3%) @ BRAEHE TEREE

surpassed ‘maintaining a high degree of autonomy’ (49.0%) BB8)  (49.0%) - HEBE—-o
and ranked first.

Non-establishment supporters toned down the importance FERBIOR LY THEFEERR) NER > KR
on ‘'maintaining a high degree of autonomy’ (55.8%) with a TEAT22.6BEDE (55.8%) o EHIE—FE
drop by 22.6 percentage points, matching ‘political system F1E) TET8LEEDE (55.6%) > &K
democratises further’ (55.6%) which fell by 8.1 percentage FEEBE) 75 (38.2%) DAIKIBETES.2E
points. ‘Maintaining economic prosperity and stability’ (38.2%) EP

also by 8.2 percentage points.

Figure 9: Favourable conditions for the continuation of 1C2S beyond 2047
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Note: Answers before 2023 did not include those believed 1C2S ‘should not’ be continued beyond 2047 (about a quarter of respondents).
Readers should take careful note of these changes and their interpretations.
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Figure 10: Favourable conditions for the continuation of 1C2S beyond 2047 (by political inclination)
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Note: Answers before 2023 did not include those believed 1C2S ‘should not’ be continued beyond 2047 (about a quarter of respondents).
Readers should take careful note of this change and its interpretations.
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6. Citizens’ Identity

We also surveyed how citizens identify themselves: whether
as Hongkongers or Chinese. Figure 11 shows members of the
public continued to identify themselves much more strongly
as Hongkongers than as Chinese. The scores for these
identities started to reconverge after a period of departure. In
the latest round, the divide between them further narrowed as
rating for Hongkongers fell by 9.4% to 7.24 and that for
Chinese more slowly by 4.3% to 6.19. Both identity changes
were statistically significant.

The extent to which the public identified themselves as
Hongkongers and Chinese can be better demonstrated by
Figure 12, a graph mapping the mix of identities rated by
respondents against time. On a 0 to 10 scale, the median
score of 5 indicates a moderate level of identification. Ratings
that are higher than the median indicate relatively strong
identification; ratings that are lower than the median indicate
relatively weak identification. These levels of strength can be
grouped into four categories, dual identity (strong in both
identifications), stronger identification as Hongkongers only,
stronger identification as Chinese only, and others which
include those without a dominant identity.

Earlier surveys showed a clear pattern that most Hong Kong
citizens are typically cognizant of their dual identity as both
Hongkongers and Chinese. This had gradually changed since
mid-2019 and rebounded after hitting rock bottom in
mid-2020. Dual identity became the dominant identity again
by overtaking ‘Hongkonger only’ since 2022. The share for
dual identity fell sharply by 13.2 percentage points to 47.5% in
this round, but still exceeded the early 2022 level.

Identification as Chinese may not be the same as patriotic, but
identification as both Hongkongers and Chinese is a
pre-requisite for ‘devotion to China and Hong Kong'. The fact
that the proportion of Hong Kong people with dual identity is
continuing to rebound after months of sharp decline since
December 2018 suggests easing societal tension that would
doubtlessly be beneficial to the implementation of 1C2S. We
have not overlooked a possibility that current persistent
international condemnation of China also has an impact on
how Hongkongers look at themselves. The importance or
otherwise of this will hopefully become clearer in time.
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Figure 11: Citizens’ identity scores
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Figure 12: Citizens' identity mix
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Rank correlation

Statistical analysis yields the observation that there was a et MERTREEEARTEAZDHBEL
positive correlation between identification as a Hongkonger RIEAERE > BIEBRAEEAS DN HRIFERE
and a Chinese. The converse also held as the rank correlation FREIAS D RZIFA o EHREREHR%0.332
coefficient was 0.332 and was statistically very significant. et LIFRRBEE - BHRBEESBARFEAZ D
The finding that the two identities as 'Hongkongers' and SEAEHEN > B2%E [—EmHl) 5] 5K
'Chinese ' were mutually reinforcing each other again provided o

a strong basis for the implementation of 1C2S.

Table 5: Rank correlation of citizens’ identity
&5 MRMEDRE SRR FEE

20211 2021.7 20221 2022.7 20231
Correlation 1ERAHEL -0.068 -0.027 0.141 0.430 0.332
t-statistic t IR EARET -2.26 -0.83 4.39 14.25 10.32

Citizens’ Identity
TRHNS DA
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7. 2758

7. Topical Issues

7.1 HIRF BENFE

Responsibility of conflicts

Table 6 shows allocation of blame between Mainland and ROBETEEE —BEMmH) RRFER > mRA
Hong Kong when conflicts arise in the implementation of AEFLTFTAMEEE c 17.8%MRDBATETBR
1C2S. 17.8% of the public suggested that Mainland would be A 12 3%RRABEBRES o EE [—F
responsible while 12.3% assigned the responsibility to Hong 1 WABMEM LA > TR —&HBEERRE35
Kong. There were more people attributing equal responsibility EEDENFAIEESS.8% °

to both Hong Kong and Mainland, as the latest round recorded

a rise of 3.5 percentage points to 55.8%.

Table 6: Responsibility for conflicts
6 HIRFERFNER

2021.1 2021.7 20221 2022.7 2023.1
The Mainland Paith 46.6% 40.2% 30.8% 21.2% 17.8%
Hong Kong &7 14.2% 18.5% 19.0% 15.8% 12.3%
Equally Responsible — 3 34.2% 37.7% 43.4% 52.3% 55.8%
Don't Know PEA13E 5.0% 3.6% 6.8% 10.7% 14.2%
Net Value /3{& 32.4% 21.6% 11.9% 5.4% 5.5%

Net Value: Percent who chose ‘The Mainland’ less percent who chose ‘Hong Kong'. Higher (lower) value means greater responsibility lies with the Mainland
(Hong Kong)

FEARE Tret NAEDWREISE E8) NaESt  hEsERmt (F8) FaRAER

7.2 BERES

Emigration

Table 7 shows public’'s emigration plans. Those who had no RIBTHERNBRSE - EBITE) BREIOAH

plans’ to emigrate remained the majority (78.1%), exceeding (78.1%) AR ZH > et BITE) &
those who ‘have plans’ (12.3 %). The two groups recorded an (12.3%) - MEDFIIRGI.TE B DEFIRK3.5
increase of 3.7 percentage points and a drop of 3.5 EEDEEERR o (EE E—EmsEE - FE 7.2
percentage points respectively. As a result, their net value BEORLE-65.8% °

experienced a fall of 7.2 percentage points since last round to
-65.8%.



Figure 13 and Figure 14 show the net value of different age
groups and political inclinations who planned to emigrate
respectively. Net values of all age groups fell, except the 60-69
age group. Greatest declines were witnessed among 40-49
and 30-39. The former decreased 15.0 percentage points to
-73.9% and the latter 13.2 percentage points to -48.5%. For
60-69 age group, its net value rose to -76.0% by 1.9 percentage
points.

Expectedly, non-establishment supporters were more likely to
have plans to emigrate than respondents of other political
inclinations. Their net value fell by 28.9 percentage points to
-131%. For moderates, their net value decreased by 2.3
percentage points to -73.1%

Past studies have suggested that surveys often inaccurately
amplify the number of individuals who seek to emigrate, for
only a fraction of those who express interest in emigrating
eventually do so in reality. Caution should therefore be
exercised in interpreting the above findings, though they still
provide valuable references of degree and extent of concern.
The laxing of immigration requirements by ‘popular’ countries
in response to the implementation of the Hong Kong National
Security Law might also mean that plans to emigrate might
not necessarily be induced by a lack of confidence in 1C2S or
the socio-political situation of Hong Kong but simply seen as
‘opportunities not to be missed’ by those who had wanted to
immigrate in any event.

Table 8: Public’s emigration plans
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20211 2021.7 20221 2022.7 20231
Have Plans B¥T& 32.7% 32.9% 23.0% 15.8% 12.3%
No Plans T & 61.1% 58.4% 65.7% 74.4% 78.1%
Don't Know FEX1:E 6.2% 8.7% 11.3% 9.8% 9.5%
Net Value 7#& -28.4% -25.5% -42.7% -58.6% -65.8%

Net Value Percent who chose ‘Have Plans’ less percent who chose ‘No Plans’

FE R TAETE) NEDWRESDS MEITE) NESL
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Figure 13: Public’s emigration plans (by age group)

B13 : mERBREIINEE (RFEHRARSBID)
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Figure 14: Public’s emigration plans (by political inclination)

B14 : TRBREIINE (REUGERSID)
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Share Changes
1&5EE p=d(d
W 1829 356% (4 7.9%)
W 30-39 -485% (1 13.2%)
W 20-49 739% (4 15.0%)
M 50-59 -67.8% (1 2.1%)
M 60-69 -76.0% (T 1.9%)
H =0 -85.5% (1 55%)
@ All Respondents FrA =% -65.8% (1 7.2%)
Share Changes
{5 g1t
B Pro-establishment 225k -86.8% (1T 4.2%)
B Moderates SEFIIK -73.1% (1 2.3%)
B Non-establishment JEE 4R 131% (1 28.9%)
All Respondents i 5% -65.8% (1 7.2%)



7.3

AU B A RAEE Hfthigh E (T8ROSR

Willingness of living or working in other cities of Greater Bay Area (GBA)

Table 8 shows willingness of living or working in other cities of
GBA. The proportion for those who were ‘willing’ to live or work
in GBA was 3.4% and those ‘unwilling’ was 75.2%, leading to a
fall in net willingness by 6.6 percentage points to -71.8%.

Figure 15 and Figure 16 show the willingness of living or
working in other cities of GBA by age group and by political
inclination respectively. Net values of all age groups fell.
Those who aged 70 or above experienced the strongest fall
among all age groups with a decline in net value by 14.5
percentage points to -72.8%. Net willingness of 30-39 and
40-49 decreased by 7.5 and 7.3 percentage points to -74.6%
and -73.7% respectively.

Net willingness of supporters of all political camps also fell.
Pro-establishment supporters fell by 7.5 percentage points to
-25.5%. Moderates decreased by 6.9 percentage points to
-73.7%. Non-establishment supporters reduced by 5.8
percentage points t0 -91.7%.

ROFETSHENFE RS EEEN LIENERE - B
ERIEABENSHEEI 4% FEENAA
75.2% » BEGEE N6.6E R D EEE]-71.8% o

Bl 15MBl165 BB~z A B i /3 A BUAER
EoNIE EREBEBEHNERENERE - FTAFR
MBI FEE TE o TLPTAEMERFR > 70U WY
FETHRESEA THRTI45@EEE
-72.8% ° 30-395%F140-4955 4270 B Tk 7 7.550
T3MEEDBEE-T4.6%H-73.7% °

FREBUAHERARR] BB ED T o EHIKRYFE
NERTTSEEDEE-25.5% c RAIKBYFE T
T6IEEDEE-73.7% > MIFEFIKBZFERD
T58EENFE-91.7% °

Table 8: Willingness of living or working in other cities of Greater Bay Area (GBA)

xS AR EBRNEEEENERNERE

20211 2021.7 20221 2022.7 20231
Willing &% & 8.2% 7.0% 5.6% 4.5% 3.4%
Not willing T & & & 67.8% 68.6% 66.5% 69.6% 75.2%
Maybe / Don't Know ¢ / IEH13E 24.0% 24.4% 27.9% 259% 21.3%
Net Value JF{& -59.6% -61.6% -60.9% -65.2% -71.8%

Net Value: Percent who chose ‘Willing' less Percent who chose ‘Not willing’
HE D TeEE WaEALEE TReEE) NEsth
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Figure 15: Willingness of living or working in GBA (by age group)
15 : pIFERRAEEEENERNEME (RERHERE9D)
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Figure 16: Willingness of living or working in GBA (by political inclination)
16 : FIFERRANEEEEHEENERE (RECAERSES)
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Changes
g1t
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HERHBFHENEOD

Confidence in the education system of Hong Kong

Table 9 shows the level of confidence the public displayed in
relation to the education system of Hong Kong. Respondents
showing confidence in the education system of Hong Kong
rose by 2.9 percentage points to 29.6%. Those who opted for
the opposite was about the same level as the previous round
at40.8%. Thus, it led to an increase of 2.7 percentage points in
net value to -11.2%.

Figure 17 and Figure 18 show the level of confidence in the
education system of Hong Kong by age group and by political
inclination respectively. Most age groups experienced an
increase in net value. The net value of those who aged 70 or
above increased by 15.7 percentage points to 34.0%, while
that of the 60-69 age group dropped by 12.4 percentage
points to -2.2%. Both changes were statistical significant.

The net value of non-establishment supporters rose by 16.1
percentage points to -67.5%, while the net value of moderates
increased by 2.0 percentage points to -7.5%. In contrast, the
net value of pro-establishment supporters dropped by 6.5
percentage points to 57.8%.

Table 9: Confidence in the education system of Hong Kong

&9 I HEBHBFIENEDL

ROBTTHREEBBHEHIENEL - HHEHIE
BREONZHELNM2IEEDREE29.6% > HiE
OBIELBIEETERMEAY  (40.8%) o AL > J$E L7
T2 MEEDHE-11.2% °

B 17EB 187 s IZ TR EE AR NECa R
B0 HEBHERENED o KREMDHFEEE
BIBSRER L7 o T0s A EAEE LA TISTES
DEEE34.0% > M60-695%4AH A N T 12,4 H 7
BLE-2.20% 0 MEREBERMST LERE KT

SFEFIRZFENFELATICIEEDKE
-67.5% > MANCEER EAT2.0EBEDRE
-7.5% ° MREEZ T > BAIKEVBE T T6.5EBE D
BLZE57.8% o

2021.7 20221 2022.7 20231
Confident BfE 14.6% 187% 26.7% 29.6%
Not Confident {0 74.8% 67.8% 40.6% 40.8%
Unchanged /375 2t 7.9% 11.3% 29.5% 242%
Don't know / Difficult to say FBX1E / {7 &8 2.7% 22% 3.2% 55%
Net Value S$& -60.1% -49.2% -13.9% -11.2%

Net value: Percent who chose ‘Confident’ less percent who chose ‘Not Confident’
FE D TBEL WESLEEE MEEL) WELSLE

Topical Issues
o

24, B8 =
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Figure 17: Confidence in the education system of Hong Kong (by age group)
El17 : HEBHEGIENGEL (REERAERED)
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Figure 18: Confidence in the education system of Hong Kong (by political inclination)

[B18 : HEBHEHENEL (REUGIERSID)
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Changes
215

(1T 1.0%)

(1 23%)
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(1 1.0%)
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(1T 27%)

Changes
15
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(1 2.0%)
(1 16.1%)

(1 27%)
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HABERBKTFHHREE

Satisfaction with the performance of civil service

Table 10 shows the level of satisfaction the respondents
demonstrated in  the performance of civil service.
Respondents who were satisfied with the performance fell by
2.3 percentage points to 40.3%. Those who were dissatisfied
reduced by 2.9 percentage points to 26.9%. These changes
resulted in a small increase in net value to 13.4%.

Figure 19 and Figure 20 show the level of satisfaction in
performance of civil service by age group. The net value for
those who aged 70 or above rose by 10.2 percentage points to
53.6%, which reached at statistical significant level. Net values
for the 18-29 and 30-39 age groups were -12.5% and -32.7%
respectively, which were the only two negative net values
among all ages. Those who aged 30-39 and 40-49
experienced the greatest changes in net values, as the former
fell by 20.7 percentage points to -32.7% and the latter gained
21.1 percentage points to 21.1%.

Net values for supporters of all stances rose. For
non-establishment supporters, their net value rose by 6.6
percentage points to -44.6%, while net values of moderates
and pro-establishment supporters increased by 2.4 and 6.1
percentage points to 19.3% and 58.7% respectively.

Table 10: Level of satisfaction in the performance of civil service

®10 : HABERBKFHRERE

RIVBTEHEHLABERBRKINRRE o &

TMENZHE TH23IMEEDEE40.3% ° M
ENZHETAB IR T29EE D E26.9% ©
AU FESM EFAE13.4%

B 19 E 209 BB~ %~ E &4 R A BUAER
EIDNEHABERBKFNMEE o 10U LN
FBELATI02EE DIEES3.6% > R T L5
EKF 0 18-295%F30-395HA N FE DR A
-12.5%M-32.7% > BEPAEAERFRME—mEES
B SUFE ° 30-395M140-4055 4B R8I E B A iEss
B AIE MEET20. 1B E D EE-32. 7% M B E B M
T2LUEEDEE21.1%

FREBURIEMBYS FE FEE LT © QEL% k2
REBELAT66EEDEEE-44.6% * SBAIK
ARBKBEE D R EF T 2.4H6. 11IE”¥£i
19.3% #158.7% ©

2021.7 2022.1 2022.7 2023.1
Satisfied 7R 206.2% 26.2% 42.6% 40.3%
Dissatisfied FimE 52.7% 49.2% 29.8% 26.9%
Half-half —33 19.9% 21.7% 25.8% 29.9%
Don't know / Difficult to say PEXNE / 47 #:8 1.2% 30% 1.7% 3.0%
Net Value J3& -26.5% -23.0% 12.8% 13.4%

Net value: Percent who chose ‘Satisfied’ less percent who chose ‘Dissatisfied’
FE D DRR WE2EE MaR) a9
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Figure 19: Level of satisfaction in the performance of civil service (by age group)
B19 : HAKERBKTHREE (REREREID)
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Figure 20: Level of satisfaction in the performance of civil service (by political inclination)

[B20 : HABERFKTRREE (REUAERRIZ)
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8.2

8. ITHABUA 1+

8. Recent Political Events

ER RS T—EmH .

China’s long-term adherence to 1C2S

In both the 20th National Congress of CCP and President Xi FREZHRMEBIR T EEETHER » BlZRKIRE

Jinping's visit to Hong Kong, China reassured its commitment F—EmGl) HERRRE - RIIETTRABA
to 1C2S over the long-term. Table 11 shows the perceived IEAEHEEEHRRENTE - BEIH B4
impact of this reassurance to Hong Kong's business (40.6%) ILEAEEHREATESNEETE
environment. More respondents (40.6%) believed that it would (10.1%) o KN=HDz—H=5HE (31.4%) =

bring a positive impact than a negative impact (10.1%). About R ERTE o [HIL - HEA30.5% °
one-third of respondents (31.4%) deemed that it had no
impact. As a result, the net value was 30.5%.

Table 11: Impact of China’s long-term adherence to 1C2S to Hong Kong's business environment
®11 BRRPRE (—EmG) HEBEMRENTE

All Respondents  FrE =&

Positive impact 1E 5722 40.6%
Negative impact B HE 2 10.1%
No impact /358 g2 £ 31.4%
Don’t know / Difficult to say PE&NE / 17 %k:% 17.8%
Net Value;$E 30.5%

Net value: Percent who chose ‘Positive impact’ less percent who chose ‘Negative impact
FE . TEEFZ) NERWRE Teme2) Wastt

BIMKRMSRRTE RN

Admission of overseas barristers in Hong Kong

Table 12 shows the perceived impact to rule of law if overseas RI2ETTRIAABTTEINKEMNS BT K E
barristers were allowed to handle non-national security cases ZEEHREELANTE c RETHE (44.2%)

in Hong Kong. More respondents (44.2%) believed that it EEEEmREATELNarnsTE (19.8%) -
would bring a positive impact than a negative impact (19.8%). B —EFfE > 19.4% N ERREERARE o

At the same time, 19.4% of respondents deemed that there ItE > B EA24.4%
would have no impact. Together, the net value was recorded at
24.4%.
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Table 12: Impact of admission of overseas barristers handling non-national security cases to Hong Kong’s rule of law

K12 D BIKREMSERN S REZREHEB LA E

All Respondents  FREZ#Hh#E

Positive impact IEE 528 44.2%
Negative impact &IE 2 19.8%
No impact ‘RBFE 19.4%
Don’t know / Difficult to say PEANE / i %8 16.6%
Net Value /F& 24.4%

Net value: Percent who chose ‘Positive impact’ less percent who chose ‘Negative impact
FE D TFEXZE NaE2RE T8EFE) NESTE

8.3 MREREMNILE

Potential legislation against false information

Table 13 shows the perceived impact of a potential legislation KPBBTHRIDABNAREBREN LS —
against false information to 1C2S. More respondents (35.1%) EImGl) IRE - 22HE (35.1%) HEEER

believed that it would bring a negative impact than a positive THREETELZNETEATE (24.4%) B
impact (24.4%). 19.3% of respondents deemed that there B 193% R ERRER LB E « AL F
would have no impact. Together, the net value was recorded at B72-10.7% °

-10.7%.

Table 13: Impact of potential legislation against false information to 1C2S
R13 . REFAMEBREALEE (—EmE HFEE

All Respondents  FREZ#HE

Positive impact [EE &2 24.4%
Negative impact B2 35.1%
No impact 278 g2 & 19.3%
Don't know / Difficult to say PEXNE / %% 21.2%
Net Value J${E -10.7%

Net value: Percent who chose ‘Positive impact’ less percent who chose ‘Negative impact
FE . TFEXZE NERERE T8EE2) NEst

8.4 BREETRE

Satisfaction with the performance of civil service

Table 14 and Table 15 are summaries of the net values RI4RRISEATREAMABUAF RN FE > I
generated from questions about selected political HBEh RBUAEEE D

controversies, further categorized by age and political

inclination.



There were unambiguous patterns in how respondents of
different ages and political inclinations react to these
controversial events. Generally, the net values increase with
age and decrease as the political inclination moves away from

ZHENEE KRB EDE R B EE RIS

BRERE (R o —fRM = » B ERBTEIE MM LEH
W BECA IR REBEZ SR T o fI40 > 18-295%
BRI R IFRGRE BRI B LHEE - B

KBS BREEFAARPE—
AYIETE °

the pro-establishment end. For instance, the 18-29 age group E=3E
and non-establishment supporters were the most critical
about the political controversies while pro-establishment
supporters tended to produce the highest net values, often the

only positive net values in any category.

ARREMBUA KB ER IR  SBARTE L
BUEE NI EEESEEE  RPELARNE
Eo S wmME  ATUKEMEERENEE
AR EGIKEIERGIR > RIEENEREHE

Taking into account the extreme views displayed by different
political camps, the stance of moderates has value as a
reference point signalling the general public’'s opinions
towards the topical issues. As for this round, moderates’ view

towards the impact of a potential legislation against false HNEE o
information  was  again  independent  from  the
pro-establishment and non-establishment camps, suggesting
rationality and pragmatism were rooted in the Hong Kong
community.
Table 14: Generation gap over selected political controversies (by age group)
R4 HETEARFZR2MNE (ZFRED)
Long-Term Admission of Legislation against
LegCo Election National Security Law  Adherence to 1C2S Overseas Barristers ~ False Information
IDEEER CEEEZE) RS T—Ems R =R ) ANEL: ] ERERILE
(2022.1) (2022.7) (2023.1) (2023.1) (2023.1)
18-29 -50.9% -64.1% 3.8% 22.8% -40.3%
30-39 -52.4% -42.9% 15.6% 26.6% -40.1%
40-49 -26.2% -24.7% 31.7% 25.8% -7.8%
50-59 -15.6% -4.3% 37.1% 23.8% -5.6%
60-69 -4.0% 15.2% 41.4% 28.1% 1.6%
=70 11.4% 18.5% 45.2% 18.3% 18.8%
All respondents FREX#HE -22.2% -15.3% 30.5% 24.3% -10.7%
Table 15: Political divide over selected political controversies (by political inclination)
RIS HETEAFR2BAERE (RBUalEREIS)
Long-Term Admission of Legislation against
LegCo Election National Security Law  Adherence to 1C2S Overseas Barristers ~ False Information
IEEER (CBaEZ %) REASF T—EmHl RETESMREED ERERILE
(2022.7) (2022.7) (2023.1) (2023.1) (2023.1)
Pro-establishment £k 63.8% 80.5% 82.5% 20.4% 65.0%
Moderates SRF1IK -19.1% -13.0% 35.1% 24.9% -8.2%
Non-establishment FEEZHIIK -81.9% -88.2% -11.2% 22.5% -56.6%
Allrespondents P &5h& -22.2% -15.3% 30.5% 24.3% -10.7%

Recent Political Eve
HTHAEY
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|. Methodology

RN —EmHER

Construction of 1C2S Index

We construct a conceptual framework to capture the current
situation of 1C2S through 3 pillars based on public opinion and
3 pillars based on international perception. The 3 pillars on
public opinion are Hong Kong public’s evaluation compiled
from telephone polls on the implementation of 1C2S. The 3
pillars on international perception are compiled from relevant
indices produced by international think tanks on the state of
freedom and democracy in the world. Each pillar has 4
sub-pillars. As such, we create a measurement system
comprising 6 pillars and 24 sub-pillars. An equal weight is
given to sub-pillars to produce a pillar score. The 1C2S Index
is the simple average of all 6 pillar scores. Table 16 below lists
out the 6 pillars and 24 sub-pillars used in our index.

i

HPEB—EHIERUEEEEEE [—Em
fil) BB > BEREEFERIESIT KRERTE
B3EX I - REBAEMN3EZMIRNEERETR

HEBERAEDHERE —BEWH BT o BEER
SHMERREENERREEREKEAMRER

MMAERERIEE - AR RABAF T
ISR R OB M4BT - §IEF X
HEFHIERE > UFAEZENDHE - T—EW
H) IEBEOEANMETIINR - R167IHIE
PRI AT 248 F S 4T o




Table 16 : Pillars and sub-pillars of 1C2S Index

&6 T—Emfl) FERMFMFZE
Pillar Sz4% Sub-pillar 31+
A1. Self-conduct of administrative affairs B{TERIB{TEHEE
A. High Degree of Autonomy A2. Independent judiciary @I &AE
=SEBSA A3. Independent legislature ¥BIr1r;%#
A4. 'Hong Kong people administering Hong Kong' I3 A&7
;l; B1. Original ways of life RAEEA T
M B. Human Rights and Freedom B2. Freedom of speech, association and assembly =i &t IE S E
:é ANEBRH B3. Democratic development R E /&
<§ B4. Equal protection of theLaw JE{2TFZ(R#
? C1. Resolving differences via dialogue and negotiation ¥zE tHEMRAFE
C2. Safeguarding national sovereignty, security & development interests
C. Hong Kong-Mainland Relations
HEBER I 22 NERNT
C3. Maintaininglong-term prosperity and stability 415 EHIEEEE
C4. Full implementation of 1C2S in the future SRR EEE —EmE1
D1. Business environment &rigiE
D. Economic Openness D2. Market access mi5F91&
- KB D3. Regulatory quality Bs B & &
g D4. Financial stability £REE
E1. Rule of law %34
% E. Civil Liberty E2. Securityand safety Z&
é NEREF] E3. Expression, association and assembly FR# A5 1t B S
é E4. Individual rights {& AR
% F1. Constraints on power &F|%48
: F. DemocraticDevelopment F2. Political pluralism BUGAZTT
RFEE F3. Civic participation AR 8
F4. Democratic culture BE1E

Appendix |. Metho

LDE=S
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1.1. Public Opinion

We obtain 3 pillar and 12 sub-pillar scores on the
implementation of 1C2S from our telephone polls conducted
by the Hong Kong Institute of Asia-Pacific Studies of the
Chinese University of Hong Kong. Every sub-pillar is
represented by one survey question. Table 17 shows the
survey questions asked to obtain the sub-pillar scores. Each
round, about 1,000 individuals will be randomly sampled by
the CATI (computer-assisted telephone interviewing) system.
All of the respondents aged 18 or above and spoke either
Cantonese or Mandarin. To better represent the distribution of
the Hong Kong population, all data are weighted by the
proportion of gender and age of people aged 18 or above
(excluding foreign domestic helpers) according to the Census
and Statistics Department.

Table 18 shows the statistical and scientific standards of each
survey. The telephone surveys have started to employ a
dual-frame sampling design since 2021 H1. It randomly
selects phone numbers from a combined sample of
residential landline and mobile phone numbers. Given many
individuals may own both landline and mobile phone numbers,
additional steps are taken in the weighting method to avoid
estimation inaccuracy caused by double-counting or other
unknown factors. The calculations are detailed in the below
sub-section.

In the telephone poll, many questions employed 1 to 7 as the
rating scale in the survey process, with 4 as the median. This
scale, which is known as the Likert scale, is commonly
adopted for psychological assessments. This scale is used
instead of a 0 to 10 scale as the latter is deemed too finely
graduated and cumbersome for respondents to choose from.
However, to better conform to existing indices — which tend to
be expressed on a 0 to 10 scale (with 5 as the median) — we
converted the results mathematically into the popular 0 to 10
scale.

1.1. RERE

HHEEEBPXABREBRRINEFETER
HE - UESTREES T—Emf) 3BT
MI2ZBFEEFD - E—FRESHENR BT
St o RITETBEF X EHEENEE[E -
WABREPEE UBREEENB RS - B
R FIBIARAYL,000A > 2EFEBI8HEELL L
SEMRERG W EEAE  ETTONE - BURIKES
BN BRRI L8 sl B R R Fde s (30
BROMERRER L) (FIIEEE > UBRFEEBA
AR MBEEFER

RIBEEWB TP A NMET R RIRE - BFEHE
BN 2021 EH¥ FREBEEMERS > HEKE
[E 48 B 55 LS S B BAE SR AS IS S AR A B IR
HEAMELSEEE - AR A D ARE A REEHE
AR AORE BN 0 AREEFFEREMT
BRESRNEERE @ IENETESERRKT
—EZEEFHHARRE o

BEHET  FHEEFHLIETDHNHIORE >
4Rz ii# - B2 OEEERNIRELE - 13
RERFER - BRREIEHUERAOELIONHR
E HENEERMEE  STRENERE - 7B
=7 BEIFTREHILE - RUEAMBEEL AR
BEGERBUARABEENOEIONRE (LI5DR
{8 o



Table 17: Questions on public opinion
R17 . REREME
Sub-pillar Survey Question
FEHE RAME
A1 ‘After the handover, Hong Kong has been able to practice a high MEHEz% > SBETIRERL  BTREREET

A2

A3

A4

B1

B2

B3

B4

C1

C2

C3

C4

degree of autonomy, and has been able to handle its own internal
administrative affairs. To what extent would you agree?’

‘After the handover, Hong Kong has been able to maintain
independent judiciary powers. To what extent would you agree?’

‘After the handover, Hong Kong has been able to maintain
independent legislative powers. To what extent would you agree?’

‘How successful has the practice of “Hong Kong people
administering Hong Kong” been?’

‘After the handover, the original ways of life of the Hong Kong
people have maintained. To what extent would you agree?’

‘After the handover, Hong Kong continues to enjoy the freedoms of
speech, association and assembly. To what extent would you
agree?”’

‘After the handover, the development of Hong Kong's democratic
system has been progressively implemented, following the
provision of the Basic Law. To what extent would you agree?’

‘After the handover, people in Hong Kong continue to be protected
by the Law regardless of their economic capabilities, identities and
social classes. To what extent would you agree?’

‘When conflicts between mainland China and Hong Kong arise,
how confident are you that the conflicts can be resolved through
consultation and dialogue?’

‘After the handover, Hong Kong is able to keep intact the
sovereignty of China, national security and profits from
development projects. To what extent would you agree?’

‘After the handover, Hong Kong is able to maintain long-term
prosperity and stability. To what extent would you agree?’

‘How confident are you in the full implementation of “One Country,
Two Systems” in Hong Kong in the future (before 20477’
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U
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Table 18: Survey details
K18 BEHR

Number of Respondents

Response Rates

Round Survey Period ZHAE Elfji=s Confidence Level  Sampling Error

LN BERH Landline  Mobile Total Landline  Mobile BIiEKF KR E
&4 Fi# FiE2 B4 Fi

2017 H1 523-6.3 1,002 - 1,002 36.8% - 95.0% +3.10%
2017 H2 12.11-12.23 1,006 - 1,006 39.5% - 95.0% +3.09%
2018 H1 523-6.2 1,004 - 1,004 37.2% - 95.0% +3.09%
2018 H2 12.3-12.12 1,001 - 1,001 38.8% - 95.0% +3.10%
2019 H1 527-6.6 1,002 - 1,002 38.0% - 95.0% +3.10%
* 7.24-87 1,001 - 1,001 39.5% - 95.0% +3.10%
* 10.17 - 10.31 1,002 - 1,002 38.0% - 95.0% +3.09%
2019 H2 12.10-12.20 1,000 - 1,000 40.8% - 95.0% +3.10%
2020 H1 6.9 - 6.29 1,001 - 1,001 39.5% - 95.0% +3.10%
2020 H2 12.22-1.13 1,002 - 1,002 32.5% - 95.0% +3.10%
2021 H1 6.21-79 498 503 1,001 30.9% 31.4% 95.0% +3.10%
2021 H2 12.20 -1.10 497 506 1,003 30.6% 30.0% 95.0% +3.09%
2022 H1 6.23 -7.11 481 521 1,002 26.9% 28.2% 95.0% +3.10%
2022 H2 12.15-1.18 474 531 1,005 24.4% 26.7% 95.0% +3.09%

Note: *" denotes surveys conducted in addition to the hiannual exercise.
5 M) REFEFENEINGR o

1.1.1. Weighting method for dual-frame sampling

In dual-frame sampling, weighting adjustments are made for
the ownership of phone numbers in addition to the distribution
of the Hong Kong population. Since each individual owns a
different amount of landline and mobile numbers, each has a
different probability of selection as respondents. To eliminate
over-representation of any individual, the first weight factor
(WT1) approximates the probability of selection for each
respondent. It is a ratio of the amount of landline and mobile
numbers owned by a respondent to the total number of those

1.1.1. EBFERBIRNINES Z

FLEEEFEHERLET - (RTUEEBAOND S
ERRESN » TREAEA TIREREERRFE
HE - AR ABEATRMENER R R ER
SERS - PSR TAIERM B TR o BBIRER
—ARBEREATNRE  BE—IBELEELE
HERBRETHKRE X BIUBUZSHEES
KEEPEBAFBN T HTHEHE - HEE2BR
[EEAEEE s F TSRS o IIERTFL (WTLD)

ZABEAARETIE RMTTENT R EER

in the territory. WTTi is calculated by the inverse of probability BIWT1i=1i-1
of selection of individual i, i.e. WTTi = mti-1.
L
= —x -
N, e m



Where & i =i-thperson selected SBiL#IMFRIAL
Ny, =amount of sample’s landline numbers 3R [E BB B ESHIE R A E
N}, = amount of population’s landline numbers 2 2R EE 4B ELESEIELEE
tl!‘ = amount of i-th person’s landline numbers Fi%. AT HKFEBNEREERIEHE
eiL = amount of eligible respondents in the household ¥ FF&ERZHAE

Ny, = amount of sample’s mobile numbers FHSEIERAHE

Nm = amount of population’s mobile numbers % 3} F 1 5RPEAE 2L

t{™ = amount of i-th person’s mobile numbers ifa AT1B AR F 4 SEEH S

Sampling in telephone surveys is randomized by phone
numbers without demographic consideration. The second
weight factor (WT2) adjusts the size of every sample group to
match population distribution in terms of gender and age.
WT?2 is calculated by dividing the population estimates of a
gender and age group by its sample size and the sample’s
probability of selection.

roup population estimates
WT2 = group pop

group sample size X WT1

The final weighting factor (WT_F) is calculated by the
following formula.

total sample size
WT_F = WT1 X WT2 X

total population estimates

Where % WT_F = final weighting factor &#&MERTF

BrE R BB MR BERNS - RBEZT B AL
5 e iEREF2 (WT2) #ZMBIMFE  BES
—EEE AU AL S AT o MR T 22T
BRI FEE DB OEE R ERUUR AR NI
BB o

SAAOMGE
BAKRAAR/N X WTL

WT2 =

REIERFEINT

BELA)
BALGE

WT_F = WT1 X WT2 X

WT1 = weight factor adjusting for the ownership of phone numbers 3% B sESREERI NI F

weight factor adjusting for the distribution of the Hong Kong population

WT2 = | N i
HEEEAODHHINIERF

1.2 International perception

We obtain 3 pillar and 12 sub-pillar scores on the state of
freedom and democracy in the world from tracking indices
compiled by international think tanks. Every sub-pillar is derived
from multiple indicators. They offer a wide coverage of scopes
and territories enabling us to compare Hong Kong's position on
the global stage with an 1C2S perspective. There are two
selection criteria for data sources. First, their datasets must
cover Hong Kong to allow a direct comparison. Second, their
indicators must capture key areas of 1C2S that draw
international attention. Also, every data source has a different
geographic coverage, only locations observed by at least three
quarters of all data sources are included. As a result, 127
indicators from 9 data sources are adopted in our model to
score and rank 148 countries and territories. Tables below show
the list of indicators and their sources. Data sources include:

1.2. EIPRFEE

WP ERRE EiR M RABHERH » UES
BEtE W R EER M NBIE TN I2IEF
SRS o BIEFEHIHRZEERER > 5L
BIRRERZNERNME » RHMEHHR T—
Bl B F2NEe LIEREHBIMAL -
FPEWERREZEEIOR | —  efNRE
ERAEREEE  UEETERLE ; — - ©ff
BERL B RERREEAAROM T—EmE)

RASRLEE o b4 - BEBURIRRT AT ERYHIE
BEECE > RARFMAEEERRT » RDE
Moz = RERE » Eit > RABRERAR
BOEBUEACOREY 127EHE1RH 148(ERI AN @ 3
TR MR o LNIRBTRIERBERER
IR o BURIRELE ¢
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« Cato Institute and Fraser Institute: Human Freedom Index (HFI);

« Economist Intelligence Unit: Democracy Index (DI);

+ Freedom House: Freedom in the World (FiW);

+ International Institute for Management Development (IMD): World Competitiveness Yearbook (WCY);
« Reporters Without Borders: World Press Freedom Index (WPFI);

« V-Dem Institute: V-Dem Dataset (V-Dem);

«  World Bank: Doing Business Index (DB);

« World Economic Forum: Global Competitiveness Index (GCI); and

+  World Justice Project: Rule of Law Index (RoLl).

Table 19: List of indicators on international perception (D. Economic Openness)
+&19 : BB 15125)% (. &BFHER)

Sub-pillar Area Indicator Description Source Scale
FEE o BiR it IR RE
Business D11 Pillar 1: Institutions - 1.10 Burden of government regulation GClI 1-7
25 w  facilitation D12 5C Business regulations EFW  0-10
GE®  peem D1.3 Paying Taxes DB 0-100
s @\ D1.4 Resolving Insolvenc DB 0-100
5SS B “abourmarket D15 Pillar 8: Labour market GCl 0-100
HENTHIS D16 Business Efficiency - 3.2 Labor Market WCY  0-100
@ Free trade D21 4 Freedom to trade internationally EFW 0-10
& ShEs D272 Pillar 7: Product market - Trade openness GCl 0-100
< ﬁ;‘é B D23 Trading across Borders DB 0-100
I Market D2.4 Starting a Business DB 0-10
2 competition D25 Government Efficiency - 2.4 Business Legislation WCY  0-100
o e D26 Business Efficiency - 3.5 Attitudes and Values WCY  0-100
e D2.7 Pillar 7: Product market - Domestic competition GClI 0-100
Protection of D31 2C Protection of property rights EFW 0-10
_ property rights D32 Infrastructure- 4.3.27 Intellectual property rights WCY  0-10
= RIBFABERE D33 Pillar 1: Institutions - Property rights GCl 0-100
S D34 2F Legal enforcement of contracts EFW 0-10
> HE Enforcement of D35 Government Efficiency - 2.3.09 Legal and regulatory framework ~ WCY  0-10
2 an contracts D36 Enforcing Contracts DB 0-100
3 4 BITEa% Pillar 1: Institutions - 1.11 Efficiency of legal framework in settling
5 D37 , GCl 1-7
o disputes
3 Corporate D38 Business Efficiency - 3.3.06 Auditing and accounting practices WCY  0-10
governance D39 Pillar 1: Institutions - Corporate governance GClI 0-100
TtEER D3.10 Protecting Minority Investors DB 0-100
public finance P41 3 Sound Money EFW 0-10
© ALY D4.2 Government Efficiency - 2.1.07 Public finance WCY  0-10
2z - D43 Pillar 4: Macroeconomic stability elo] 0-100
g% % D4.4 5A Credit market regulations EFW 0-10
< O 4 Moneymarket D45 Business Efficiency- 3.3.06 Banking and financial services wey  0-10
e G D46 Getting Credit DB 0-100
D4.7 Pillar 9: Financial system GCl 0-100




Table 20: List of indicators on international perception (E. Civil Liberty)
|20 BIRRGTEZIERIIR (B 2RER)

Sub-pillar Area Indicator Description Source Scale
FxHE Ele Ei=2 b=z AR RE
Judicial ET.1 F.Rule of Law - F1. Is there an independent judiciary? Fiw 0-4
independence ) ) .
A E12 Pillar 1: Institutions - 1.07 Judicial independence GCl 0-100
F. Rule of Law - F2. Does due process prevail in civiland .
ig Civil and criminal E1.3 criminal matters? ’ " Fiw 0-4
) Justice E1.4 Government Efficiency - 2.5.01 Justice WCY 0-10
3 RESMEAE  £15 Factor 7: Civil Justice RoL 0-1
5 E16 Factor 8: Criminal Justice RoL| 0-1
2 F. Rule of Law - F4 Do laws, policies, and practices
& Equal protection  E17 guarantee equal treatment of various segments of the FIW 0-4
w TEIRE population?
18 Access to justice V-Dem 0-1
Regulatory E1.9 Factor 6: Regulatory Enforcement Roll 0-1
enforcement E1.10 Rigorous and impartial publicadministration V-Dem 0-4
BB E1.11 Transparent laws with predictable enforcement V-Dem 0-4
E2.1 Pillar 1: Institutions - 1.07 Organized crime GCl 1-7
Absence of crime  £2 2 Pillar T: Institutions - 1.04 Reliability of police services GClI 1-7
" HABICSE £93 Eigﬁ)g”e% Order and Security - 571 Crime is effectively Roll 01
B E2 4 B Security and Safety - Bi Homicide PFI 0-10
= F. Rule of Law - F3. Is there protection from the illegitimate
:%E Right to life E25 use of phy?sical force and freedom from war and FW 0-4
= insurgencies?
§ AR E2.6 Physical violence index V-Dem 0-1
E Factor 4: Fundamental Rights - 4.2 The right to life and
8 E2.7 . _ _ RoL| 0-1
3 security of the person is effectively guaranteed
o N £98 B Security and Safety - Bii. Disappearances, conflicts, and PF| 0-10
Civil conflict and i terrorism
terrorism E29 Pillar 1: Institutions - 1.03 Terrorism incidence GCl 0-100
B2 £910 ;;aﬂgg 5: Order and Security - 5.2 Civil conflict is effectively RoL 01
f E31 F Freedom of Expression- Fi Press Killed PFI 0-10
k. E32 F Freedom of Expression- Fii Press Jailed PFI 0-10
A £33 D. Freedom of Expression and Belief - D1. Are there free and Fivy 04
g independent media?
‘ D. Freedom of Expression and Belief - D3. Is there academic
% E34 freedom, and is the educational system free from extensive  FiW 0-4
Expression political indoctrination? ‘ ‘ -
= = D. Freedom of Expression and Belief - D4. Are individuals
g E35 free to express their personal views on political or other FiwW 0-4
ﬁ sensitive topics without fear of surveillance or retribution?
o E36 World Press Freedom Index WPF 0-100
c E37 Freedom of expression index V-Dem 0-1
S E38 Alternative sources of information index V-Dem  0-7
2 Factor 4: Fundamental Rights - 4.4 Freedom of opinion and
o) E39 S ! RoLl 0-1
2 expression is effectively guaranteed
<CE E3.70 E. Associational and Organizational Rights Fiw 0-12
S - E311 Freedom of peaceful assembly V-Dem 0-4
8 oo™ 312 CSOentryandext V-Dem  0-4
u% e E3.13 CSO repression ‘ V-Dem 0-4
= £3.14 Factor 4: Fundamental Rights - 47 Freedom of assembly Roll 01

and association is effectively guaranteed
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Sub-pillar Area Indicator Description Source Scale
FEiE el 1512 Eiz:pus HIR RE
D. Freedom of Expression and Belief D2. Are individuals
E4.1 free to practice and express their religious faith or nonbeli FiW 0-4
Religion in public and private?
—— E4.2 Freedom of religion V-Dem 0-4
- E4.3 Religious organization repression V-Dem 0-4
44 Factor 4: Funda.mental Rights 4.5 Freedom of belief and RoL| 0-1
religion is effectively guaranteed
G. Personal Autonomy and Individual Rights G1. Do
Eas individuals enjoy freedom of movement, including the abi FiW 0-4
Movement ’ to change their place of residence, employment, ol
B education?
E4.6 Freedom of domestic movement V-Dem  0-1
_ E4.7 Freedom of foreign movement V-Dem 04
i G. Personal Autonomy and Individual Rights G4. Do
z E4.8 individuals enjoy equality afpportunity and freedom fron Fiw 0-4
& Labour economic exploitation?
" 3 E4.9 Government Efficiency 2.5.11 Equal opportunity WCY 0-10
£ E4.10 Freedom from forced labor V-Dem  0-1
% 411 Factor4: Eundamental Rights 4.8 Fundamental labor rights RoLl 0-1
S are effectively guaranteed
2 G. Personal Autonomy and Individual Rights G2. Are
2 Property rights 410 individ‘uals‘able to gxercise the right to own property ar FiW 0-4
< . establishprivate businesses without undue interference fro
O ThBERE
state or nonstate actors?
E4.13 Property rights V-Dem  0-1
E4.14 Relationship Freedoms PFI 0-10
Relationship G. Eersonal Autonomy and I_ndividual Rights G3. Do
R(% E4.15 mdmduals enjoy personalsqualfreedo‘ms, mcludmg choi FiW 0-4
of marriage partner and size of family, protection fro
domestic violence, and control over appearance?
Privacy, non- F r 4: Fundamental Rights- 4.1 E reatment an
diSC”%i“ation £4.16 aazteonce ofglis(iéraimfn;filon e qual treatment anc RoL 0-1
and equal
treatment . Factor 4: Fundamental Rights 4.6 Freedom from arbitrary
g gesgRm BALT interference with privacy i% effectively guaranteed RoL 0-1
FEHE
Table 21: List of indicators on international perception (F. Democratic Development)
]2 ERSTEZIERIIR FRIER)
Sub-pillar Area Indicator Description Source Scale
FEiE s 1E1R it IR RE
F1.1 Functioning of government DI 0-100
F1.2 Factor 1: Constraints on Government Powers RoLl 0-1
. F1.3 Judicial constraints on the executive index V-Dem  0-1
E F1.4 Legislative constraints on the executive index V-Dem  0-1
® Executive check C. Functioning of Government C1. Do the freely
e HIAGTTIE 15 elected head of government and national legislative Fi
. ; : S iw 0-4
- representatives determine the policies of the
% government?
o FL6 Pillar 1: Institutions 1.08 Efficiency of legal el 0-100
G framework inchallenging regulations
£ F17 C. Functioning of Government C2. Are safeguards Fi
'S . . _— . : iw 0-4
o against official corruption strong and effective?
g ?g;ﬁgfieosf F1.8 Government Efficiency 2.3.13 Bribery and corruption  WCY 0-10
8 o
o HEEE F1.9 Political corruption index V-Dem 21 (inverted
EE
F1.10 Factor 2: Absence of Corruption Roll 0-1




Sub-pillar Area Indicator Description Source Scale

FEE R 1512 g AR RE
F2.1 A. Electoral Process Fiw 0-12
Electoral process F2.2 Electoral process and pluralism DI 0-100
maER F2.3 Clean elections index V-Dem  0-1
F2.4 Share of population with suffrage V-Dem  0-1
F2.5 Disclosure of campaign donations V-Dem  0-4
B. Political Pluralism and Participation B2. Is there a
F2.6 realistic opportunity for the opposition to increase its ~ FiW 0-4
support or gain power through elections?
It B. Political Pluralism and Participation B3. Are the
Y Political £ 7 people’s political choices free from domination by = 04
«%@ competition ’ forces that are external to the political sphere, or by
BUASES political forces that employ extrapolitical means?
c F2.8 Public campaignfinance V-Dem  0-4
o2 o ) z score
© -
E F2.9 Divided party control index V-Dem 2 58
[a N
El F2.10 Elected officials index V-Dem  0-1
= B. Political Pluralism and Participation B1. Do the
g people have the right to organize in differentpolitical
N parties or other competitive political groupings of their _.
F2.11 ) : Fiw 0-4
Party choice, and is the system free of undue obstacles to
development the rise an;j fall of these competing parties or
WEE groupings?
F2.12 Barriers to parties V-Dem 0-4
F2.13 Party ban V-Dem  0-4
F2.14 Opposition parties autonomy V-Dem 0-4
F2.15 Party institutionalization index V-Dem  0-1
B. Political Pluralism and Participation B4. Do
various segments of thepopulation (including ethnic,
Political rights F3.1 racial, religious, gender, LGBT+, and other relevant Fiw 0-4
and awareness groups) have full political rights and electoral
" BUater R opportunities?
qg\\i F3.2 Political participation DI 0-100
95 F3.3 Mass mobilization V-Dem  0-4
S F3.4 Civil society participation index V-Dem  0-1
< Citizen F35 Engagement in stateadministered mass V-Dem  0-4
= engagement organizations A
s ARSH F3.6 Engagement in independent trade unions V-Dem  0-4
£ - F3.7 Engagement in independent politicalassociations V-Dem  0-4
© P e . .
o F3.8 Engagement in independent nonpolitical associations  V-Dem  0-4
3 F3.9 Pillar 1: Institutions- 1.06 Budget transparency GClI 0-100
o F3.10 Pillar 1: Institutions- 1.12 E-participation GCl 0-100
s Transparency L
and open C. Functioning of Government- C3. Does the
government F3.11 government operate with openness and Fiw 0-4
TN transparency?
F3.12 Factor 3: Open Government RoLl 0-1
F3.13 Government Efficiency- 2.3.11 Transparency WCY 0-10
EE| F4.1 Political culture DI 0-100
i F4.2 Deliberative component index V-Dem  0-1
i F4.3 Political Polarizati V-D 0-4 (inverted
Public attitude ’ oiticat Folanzation em @”%{)
= RBREE o 0-4 (inverted
= F4.4 Political violence V-Dem -
O f:t”%()
o . T
g F45 Factor 5: Order and Security - 5.3 People do not Rol| 01
g resort to violence to redress personal grievances
£ Political equality F4.6 Equal protectpn index V-Dem  0-1
o HraTs F4.7 Equal access index V-Dem 0-1
i e F4.8 Equal distribution of resources index V-Dem  0-1
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1.2.1. Aggregation method for composite indicators

International indices are often released with a considerable
time lag due to the extensive data compilation from a large
number of countries. Very few indicators are collected for
release in the immediate index period. Hence, we offset the
time difference by rolling data forward to the release date. In
other words, indicators are assigned to the index period in
which they become available. Figure 21 shows the number of
indicators by years offset. An alternative approach is to
backdate data to the collection period. However, this approach
has three disadvantages. No change will be observed in the
latest issue because new scores are applied to an earlier
period. Our biannual report will always record identical values
in the first and second halves because most datasets are
compiled on a yearly basis. Published scores will be revised
substantially in the subsequent issue because indicators are
updated retrospectively. It is noteworthy that backdating or
time offsetting affects only the presentation of historical
scores. Both approaches produce the latest pillar scores
based on the latest available data.

Countries and territories covered by insufficient data sources
are omitted in our model. An imputation process is carried out
to replace missing data. Countries and territories are
categorized into 7 regions according to the World Bank region
groups. When a missing value arises, it is substituted with the
regional average of recorded values. To standardize the range
of data values, the complete dataset is transformed into a
common scale by min-max normalisation as the below
formula. For each indicator in each index period, the frontier
value will be rescaled to 10 and the bottom value to 0. Even if
a country or territory has the same raw score over time, its
normalized score can be changed due to a change in the
minimum or maximum value of the data series.

normalized score 1ZZE(L7 2 =

1.2.1. REEHENEBSHE

REXRERRHEFRRF - FUILEEREZUH R
E—RERE > RAEDBIERENRARAES -
It SR BERFERBELREH > UL
RfEEE MEZ  EREREE—#hmmiTiE
2 BAPESEE LENERRIEH - BR1BRE
FHBEZIERYE - SIMEBEENTTE B
REFLIPECMHOBERT > BEE =@
o BZ— HANANESRENBTIEAN
2 AR HBREREMERTHIWERT -
F_ 0 WAELFFA T FFAMNETEES
18E > ARKEDBEEIERRESFEEH—N -
= DEMNEFEERBREAEES
ISR REERER - EFIENE AR
FRRLRRETEELDBRNFERE - #H
B EfIMENTOREER > RamEEUR
MBBEASTERM O

HRORT BB R AR EREE > WEE
RERBIE » RIS LUERE VAR - AR
B FIRITHVRE R P A M &R B AE A TE M IEE
Al o W DARZMERAR R A A BB T E S IB A G
FHEIE - AR EREENSEEERE(L 8
EgEEE U R ARELHAFRE—EHX
ARE > ARNWT - §EFHNEGEERFT &
SHNBEFERENR10 > HENBERIER0-
BE -—BiERNRMNEsENE > BIE—(EE
KEMEETFERREBSERNRG DB - &R
ELRHDBUNERERE -

x; — min (x)

max(x) — min(x)



A sub-pillar score is generated by its indicators with weights
determined by principal component analysis. It is a standard
statistical method that processes and simplifies data
scientifically in index construction. It extracts a dataset’s
principal components and identifies their weights in a way
that best explains variations across the data through the
below statistical analysis. Table 22 shows the weights of every
indicator in recent index periods. Measuring about 60
countries and territories only, the coverage of IMD's World
Competitiveness Yearbook is significantly smaller than other
data sources. As there are more missing than recorded
entries, we will assign a zero weight to IMD indicators for
unobserved countries and territories instead of imputing with
sub-regional average. The weights of available indicators from
the remaining data sources will be enlarged proportionately.

Figure 21: Number of indicators by offsetting years
B21 : K FRRE IR HE

1.5

1
0

2017 H1 2018 H1 2019 H1 2020 H1 2021 H1 2022 H1

FEXREDBESREZEER > MEEERE
ERTIADDINEL - BRE—EBHDNHBILEIE
BURET BT - BRUARIBE S R RIS HBIRES
& IR BBEEBETREDM®  LISHE
BREIZEg O HEMNEE  BREBERERN
B AE1E - (EM B RREEURNVE(L - K228
ITHHEBIREEIRESE - IMDERFHEEHERR
BEHENCOERZMME - LEEMBBERRNES
BEAWL > MEANBELBLBEMNES o fr
Lo R RIS i & - M g S AEREE IR
REERERT > MIFMIEER R THIEE
o Bt EURACRBVEE R SR AIMIZ K o

Offsetting Years  Changes

R g1t
2020 H1 0.61 -0.23
2020 H2 1.02 +0.41
2021 H1 0.91 -0.11
2021 H2 1.20 +0.29
2022 H1 1.09 -0.11
2022 H2 1.35 +0.27
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Table 22: PCA weights (%)
&2 EROEE (%)

Bl S8

D. Economic Openness 4837 B

E. Civil Liberty A ER#F

F. Democratic Development R 3/E

2020 2021 2021 2022 2022 2020 2021 2021 2022 2022 2020 2021 2021 2022 2022
H2 H1 H2 H1 H2 H2 H1 H2 H1 H2 H2 H1 H2 H1 H2
D1.1 127 121 11.8 121 129  E11 90 91 91 94 94 F1.1 126 125 124 124 125
D1.2 207 198 20.2 20.6 194 E1.2 76 75 74 71 71 F1.2 122 123 126 126 128
D1.3 191 18.8 186 188 191 E1.3 10.3 10.5 104 10.6 106 F1.3 1.4 112 111 111 111
D1.4 171 168 169 173 169 E14 29 27 27 25 25 F1.4 91 88 86 93 93
D1.5 235 225 222 225227 E15 104 103 10.5 10.5 105 F1.5 9.6 10.0 10.0 10.1 10.1
D1.6 7.0 101 104 87 91 E1.6 10.6 10.6 10.8 10.8 108 F1.6 50 50 50 49 48
D21 13.6 13.7 148 146 145 E1.7 84 87 86 87 87 F1.7 124 127 125 126 125
D22 161 159 163 152 1561 E1.8 95 95 95 95 95 F1.8 44 40 42 36 36
D2.3 132 133 135 138 132 E19 10.7 10.7 109 109 109 F1.9 125 127 126 124 123
D2.4 96 94 99 116112 E1I0 106 107 105 105 10,5 F1.10 107 108 11.1 11.0 11.1
D2.5 177 173 171 162 169 E111 101 97 96 95 95 F2.1 96 96 96 96 97
D2.6 1.2 117 115 9.6 101  E2.1 9.7 99 102 10.2 10.1 F2.2 94 93 94 93 92
D2.7 186 187 179 189 191 E2.2 104 10.5 10.6 10.6 10.5 F23 80 80 81 80 80
D31 136 133 133 131 131 E23 106 106 11.1 11.2 11.1 F2.4 1.7 17 16 15 15
D3.2 9.7 11.7 11.7 10.7 10.7 E24 52 53 51 51 46 F2.5 51 562 52 52 52
D3.3 13.8 13.8 137 135 135 E25 13.0 134 13.6 13.6 139 F26 93 95 95 94 94
D3.4 10.5 10.5 10.5 103 103 E2.6 1.6 111 111 108 11.0  F2.7 87 86 86 87 87
D3.5 66 46 45 65 65 E2.7 136 136 142 143 142 F28 36 37 37 38 38
D3.6 81 82 82 80 80 E2.8 13.6 135 127 12.8 13.1 F2.9 02 01 01 02 02
D3.7 109 99 97 105 105 E29 58 58 52 51 48 F2.10 40 41 41 44 44
D3.8 94 98 98 96 96 E2.10 64 63 63 64 68 F2.11 98 98 98 99 99
D3.9 104 109 109 104 104 ES31 01 00 00 0.0 28 F2.12 84 83 83 83 83
D3.10 70 75 77 73 73 E3.2 29 29 32 30 - F2.13 6.3 63 61 62 62
D41 16.8 16.4 156 159 1565 E33 84 85 85 84 84 F2.14 91 90 89 89 89
D4.2 130 86 92 7.0 86 E3.4 85 83 83 83 83 F2.15 6.7 69 69 65 66
D4.3 219 219 213 216 221 E35 82 84 83 83 83 F3.1 13.0 133 133 129 128
D4.4 1.7 11.5 11.8 126 88 E3.6 83 82 80 77 77 F3.2 13.0 13.0 13.0 13.0 13.0
D4.5 10.3 146 149 155 171 E37 89 89 88 89 89 F3.3 00 00 00 1.0 10
D4.6 54 53 58 65 63 E3.8 76 77 76 79 7.8 F3.4 11.2 114 111 108 10.8
D4.7 210 216 214 210 21.7 E39 70 69 71 71 72 F3.5 71 70 70 63 63
E3.10 87 88 87 87 87 F3.6 45 47 44 48 48
E3.11 75 76 76 77 7.7 F3.7 44 40 40 38 37
E3.12 81 81 81 81 80 F3.8 25 26 26 28 28
E3.13 84 85 84 85 85 F3.9 10.3 10.5 10.5 10.3 10.2
E314 73 72 74 74 76 F3.10 74 74 75 75 74
E4.1 60 64 61 61 60 F3.11 142 140 139 141 141
E4.2 57 59 56 56 56 F3.12  11.8 11.7 122 121 123
E4.3 6.2 60 57 60 59 F3.13 06 04 05 06 06
E4.4 6.1 62 65 66 66 F4.1 125 127 12,6 133 131
E4.5 82 82 81 79 79 F4.2 136 13.0 128 13.1 13.0
E4.6 74 62 60 62 61 F4.3 82 83 82 72 71
E4.7 6.2 55 54 56 56 F4.4 10.3 10.8 10.8 11.0 10.9
E4.8 77 79 80 79 79 F4.5 82 84 90 87 92
E4.9 02 02 03 01 01 F4.6 174 171 17.0 163 16.4
E4.10 55 54 53 53 53 F4.7 144 13.8 13.8 141 139
E4.11 56 58 63 62 62 F4.8 15,5 159 168 163 16.4

E412 78 82 82 80 79

E4.13 59 62 62 63 62

E414 43 42 43 43 43

E415 70 72 71 7.0 70

E4.16 37 37 44 43 46

E4.17 63 65 66 65 66




1.3. Revisions and refinement

After the first survey in June 2017, our questionnaire for public
opinion was refined in the 2017 H2, 2020 H2 and 2022 H1
rounds to increase validity. These refinements include change
of wordings and addition and removal of questions, affecting
five of the twelve questions used to compute public opinion
scores. Scores of the other seven questions are directly
comparable as they are identical in all surveys. Table 23 and
Table 24 show the history of the refinement of our
questionnaire and the score differences from it respectively.

We have expanded the measurement system for international
perception with more indicators and data sources since the
2022 H1 report to enhance objectivity. Figure 22 compares
every country’s score in the original and revised measurement
systems in the same index period. The overall correlation is
very strong. Despite a broader selection of indicators leading
to slight score differences, both systems are consistent with
the performance of a country.

Table 23: Revisions of questions on public opinion
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Round #&Z%

Revision 1&57

2017 H2

2017 H2

2020 H2

2020 H2

2020 H2

2022 H1

2022 H1

Removed ‘After the handover, the internal affairs of Hong Kong
have not been interfered with by the central and local
governments of China. To what extent would you agree?’

Revised ‘After the handover, the way of life of the Hong Kong
people has not been affected by mainland China. To what extent
would you agree?’ to ‘After the handover, Hong Kong has been
able to maintain their original way of life. To what extent would
you agree?’

Added ‘After the handover, people in Hong Kong continue to be

treated equally before the Law. To what extent would you agree?’

Added 'After the handover, Hong Kong is able to safeguard
national sovereignty, security and development interests. To
what extent would you agree?'

Added ‘After the handover, Hong Kong is able to maintain
prosperity and stability in the long term. To what extent would
you agree?’

Revised ‘After the handover, Hong Kong continues to enjoy the
freedom of speech.’ to ‘After the handover, Hong Kong continues
to enjoy the freedoms of speech, association and assembly.’

Revised ‘After the handover, people in Hong Kong continue to be
treated equally before the Law. To what extent would you agree?’
to 'After the handover, people in Hong Kong continue to be
protected by the Law regardless of their economic capability,
identity and social status. To what extent would you agree?’
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