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Preface

The pursuit of 'One Country Two Systems' (henceforth 1C2S) is
unprecedented in the history of mankind. Over the past two decades,
we have made headway under the auspices of 1C25, but at the same
time, encountered many challenges. The implementation of 1C25
requires unyielding exploration and persistence of stakeholders. To
ensure its full implementation, the first critical step is to review and
evaluate its accomplishments and shortfalls since the handover of
Hong Kong 21 years ago.

At the 20™ Anniversary of Hong Kong SAR, Path of Democracy
released its first report on its attempt to conduct an objective
evaluation of 1C2S. We developed an index of 1C2S based on a public
opinion survey in Hong Kong on 1C2S, and also international indices
that compare Hong Kong with other countries and territories in
relation to human rights, various freedoms and democracy.

To complement our public opinion survey on 1C2S, we also
introduced a 1C2S Mass Media Index (MMI) by making use of big-data
to measure the sentiment of Hong Kong newspapers towards 1C25
since 1988 as news sentiment has very significant influences on
public opinion.
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This is our fourth Report on the 1C2S Index. Every half year, we
conduct a public opinion survey, update the international indices, and
the MM to reflect the latest sentiments of the Hong Kong public, the

international community and Hong Kong newspapers towards 1C2S.

Our 1C2S survey covers nine different dimensions of implementation,
including freedom of speech, judiciary independence, legislative
independence and high degree of autonomy. We also asked for views
on controversial issues related to 1C2S, such as public views on
initiating Article 23 consultation, on emigration and confidence in
1C2S, and on the Greater Bay Area and the Belt and Road Initiative. In
this fourth survey, we have added new questions relating to possible
continuation of 1C2S after 2047. The aim was to reflect public views
on the implementation of 1C2S in a comprehensive manner.

We also looked to global studies carried out by international think
tanks and incorporated their evaluation of Hong Kong into ours.
Specifically, we considered how Hong Kong was rated for democratic
development, economic freedom and personal freedom (which
would encompass human rights, rule of law, freedom of speech,
freedom of association amongst other aspects). The final index score
provides an aggregate evaluation of 1C2S in its implementation,
based on both local public opinion and global perceptions.

In this Report, we found that the Hong Kong public overwhelmingly
supported the continuation of 1C2S after 2047. However, evaluations
of 1C2S of the Hong Kong public, of international think tanks, and of
Hong Kong newspapers have declined substantially. In our detailed
analysis, we are unconvinced that the declines were not at least in part
due to common misconception, biases and/or misunderstandings on
the basic nature of 1C25; for exampile, it is difficult to reconcile the fact
that despite what appeared to be a marked decline in confidence of
the OCTS, people of Hong Kong still overwhelmingly indicated they
were in favour of the continuation of the same beyond 2047. We have
thusincluded in our Report a list of suggested policies to tackle some

common misunderstandings on 1C2S.

Going forward, for the reference of policy makers and the public, we
will continue to update and refine data collection and construction
methodologies of the Index every six months through public surveys,
updating international indices, and also updating the MMI to gauge
the latest sentiments of the media on 1C2S.

Professor Sung Yun-Wing
Co-convenor (Research), Path of Democracy
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Introduction

M

This is our 4™ Report on the ‘One Country Two Systems'
(henceforth 1C2S) Index (henceforth the Index) to provide an
objective assessment on the implementation of 1C2S.

The Index is the average of Index (A), which is the evaluation of
the Hong Kong (henceforth HK) public obtained from a
telephone poll on 9 dimensions of 1C2S, and Index (B), which is
the evaluation of renowned international think tanks on
freedom and democracy in HK.

Every half year, we update the Index through updating indices
(A) and (B) respectively with a new telephone poll and with the
latest data from international indices. We also include in the
survey other important issues related to 1C2S, such as public
opinions on initiating the Article 23 consultation, on emigration
and confidence in 1C25, and on the Greater Bay Area and the Belt
and Road Initiative. This year, we have added a new topic relating
to possible continuation of 1C2S after 2047.

To complement our Index (A), we have introduced the 1C25
Mass Media Index (MMI) that use big-data techniques to
measure the sentiment of HK newspapers on 1C2S since 1998 as
news sentiment has very significant influences on public
opinion.

Evaluations on 1C2S of the HK public (Index A), of international
think tanks (Index B), and of the HK press (MMI) are determined
by perceptions that may or may not reflect the reality. However,
policy makers need to take perceptions into account in policy
design even if they are mistaken or misplaced.

(1)
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(6) The findings in this Report from our telephone poll and from

Index compilation are presented in the following order:

i) Changes in Indices (A), (B), the 1C2S Index, and the Mass
Media Index (MMI);

i) Rapid trend of de-radicalisation and the rise of moderation in
HK;

i) Overwhelming support for the continuation of 1C2S after
2047,

iv) Citizens' identity as ‘Hongkonger’ and as Chinese;

v) Other important findings related to 1C2S in our telephone
poll, including attitudes towards initiating the Article 23
consultation, emigration and confidence in 1C2S, and
attitudes towards the Greater Bay Area and the Belt and Road
Initiative.

[—Ed Al ] H5%
1C2S Index

21

Index (A): Evaluation of the HK public (Table 1)

(1) Index (A) (average of 9 dimensions) declined from 5.05 to 4.84,

g

falling by 4.2% since the 3" survey in mid-2018. This was the first
time in the 4 surveys that the decline in Index (A) was statistically
significant, sending a worrisome signal. Moreover, all 9 sub-scores
declined. The declines in 3 items, namely, maintaining original
ways of life, freedom of speech, and legislative independence,
were statistically significant. Though people’s support for
continuation of 1C2S after 2017 was high, their evaluations of
1C2S as currently implemented were relatively low.

The range of the ratings of the 9 dimensions is relatively narrow,
ranging from 4 to 6 plus, most plausibly because the public
generally hold a ‘halistic rating’ on 1C2S.
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2.2 HKpublic’s evaluation of 1C2S: Generation gap and
political divide

(3) The generation gap in the evaluation of 1C2S is obvious: The
average score of youths (age 18 to 29), which was around 4, was
significantly lower than that of old people (age over 70), which
was around 6. Surprisingly, since the last survey, the evaluation
score of youths rose slightly, while the score of older age groups
also fell somewhat, shrinking the generation gap (Figure 1).

@) Political divide: Statistical tests reveal that, in comparison with
Moderates, the evaluations of Pro-establishment supporters
were significantly higher, while the evaluations of Non-
establishment supporters were significantly lower (Figure 2).

(5) Change over time: The evaluation score of Moderates declined
significantly from 5.16 in the 1st round to 4.87 in the 4th round.

6) The Pro-establishment Vs Non-establishment political divide is
big and widening: The high scores of Pro-establishment
supporters rose significantly higher (rising by 8.7% since the 1+
round), and the low scores of Non-establishment supporters fell
even lower (falling by 24.0% since the 1% round). The trend of
polarisation is a serious issue which the HKSAR Government must
take note.

2.3 Index (B): Evaluations of international think tanks

(7) Index (B) is the average of 3 indices, namely, the Economic
Freedom Index and Personal Freedom Index of CATO-Fraser
Institutes, and the Democracy Index of the EIU (Economic
Intelligence Unit). HK is always ranked world's number one in
Economic Freedom, with a score of around 9 (Table 2).

(8) Personal Freedom Index: HK's score peaked at 9.07 in 2011,
declining to 8.58 in 2016, and declined further to an estimated
8.54 in 2017. Hong Kong’s rank peaked at 14th in 2012, falling to
32th in 2016. The decline since 2013 has been quite steep.
Despite the decline, HK's 2017 score of 8.54 is still relatively high.
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©) Democracy Index: HK's score rose from 592 in 2010 to a peak of
6.50 in 2015, rising by 9.8%, reflecting that HK has made some
progress in democratization via the increase of directly elected
seats in the Legislature. However, HK's score fell to 6.15 in 2018, a
drop of 5.4% from the peak in 2015, reflecting the disqualification
of candidates running for the Legislature on allegations of
supporting separatism. However, HK's 2018 score and rank are
still better than those in 2011.

(10) Index (B), the Freedom and Democracy Index: HK's score rose
from 799 in 2010 to a peak of 8.14 in 2012, rising by 1.9%, largely
as a result of the rise in HK's Democracy Index. In 2018, Index (B)
declined to 7.89, falling by 3.1% from the peak.

2.4 Personal Freedom Index: Its components

(11) The Index can only be updated to 2017 as 2018 data are not yet
available. Five components (out of 7) exhibited substantial
declines in scores and ranks since 2013, namely, ‘Rule of Law/,
‘Religion’, ‘Association & Assembly’, ‘Expression & Information’,
and ‘ldentity & Relationships’ (Table 3). The declines show that
the international community has relatively serious concerns on
personal freedoms in HK.

2.5 International Indices: Comparison with neighbouring
countries/territories

(12) Personal Freedom Index (2017): HK's scores were in the same
league as those of our developed neighbours (Japan, Korea,
Singapore, and Taiwan), and were much higher than those of the
Mainland (Table 4).

(13) Components of Personal Freedom Index (2017): HK's scores on all
components were comparable to those of its developed
neighbours, except for a relatively low score in ‘Rule of Law/
which may be unfair but is nevertheless worrisome.

—
—
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Index (B): HK's 2018 score was lower than those of Japan, Korea,
and Taiwan, but above that of Singapore. The gaps between HK
and the Mainland in all the above Indices remained substantial,
showing that allegations of ‘Mainlandisation’ are unfounded
(Table 5).
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2.6 Changesin the 1C2S Index (Figure 3)

(15) The current score of Index (B) is close to 8, which is much higher
than the score of Index (A), which is only around 5. From 2017 to
2018, Index (A) fell by 3.7% while Index (B) fell by only 0.8%. The
1C2S Index, which is the average of Indices (A) and (B), thus have
declined from 6.42 in the first round to 6.30 in the fourth round,
falling by 19 percent.

(16) The Personal Freedom Index, which is an important component
of Index (B), is assumed to stay constant from 2017 to 2018, as
updated data have not yet been released. However, given recent
trends, further downgrades are likely. The estimated declines of
Index (B) and the 1C2S Index in 2018 are likely to be understated.
In this respect, decision makers in HK should take careful note of
the declining trend and its ramifications.

2.7 1C2S Mass Media Index (1C2S MMI)

(17) MMI shows media sentiments towards 1C2S since April 1998. It is
compiled from data-mining 132,600 news articles and 66 million
words in 21 local daily newspapers. MM is set at 100 in the base
month of July 2017, the 20th anniversary of HK's return to China.

(18) After reaching a nadir of 73 points in mid-2016 after the
‘Causeway Bay Bookstore” incident and Mongkok riot, MMI
bottormed out and rose strongly in late 2016, when CY Leung
announced that he would not run for a second term (Figure 5).

(19) Subsequently, MMI rose to a peak of 105 points in March 2018
under the new administration of Carrie Lam. However, the trend

reversed in mid-2018, declining to 90 points in late 2018, falling
by 15%.
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2.8 Evaluations of 1C25

(20) 1C2S is unprecedented in history. There have always been

doubts if HK can remain a free city as part of a country ruled by
a Communist Party. Problems and difficulties in  the
implementation of 1C2S are to be expected.

(1) 21 years after HK's return to China, despite some declines in

scores in selected international indices, HK stills ranked world’s
number 1 in Economic Freedom, and also ranked very well in
Personal Freedom. According to the 2018 Human Freedom
Index (the average of Economic and Personal Freedom Indices),
HK ranked world's number 3 after New Zealand and Switzerland.
HK is still one of the freest territories in the world.

(22) Though HK's Index (B), the Freedom and Democracy Index,

declined somewhat lately, HK's 2018 score at 7.89 was still high. It
was in the same league as HK's developed neighbours such as
Singapore, Japan, and Korea. It was much higher than Mainland's
512, showing that the allegation of ‘Mainlandisation’ is
unfounded.

(23) Index (A), evaluations of the HK public, were around 5, the

median of the 0 to 10 scale. In comparison to the evaluations of
international thinktanks, the evaluations of the HK public are less
positive, suggesting that the public is more demanding in their
assessments due to their high expectations of 1C2S. HK's
people’s starting point is a system with a sophisticated legal
system that enshrines both rule of law and personal freedoms,
and gradual democratization that had already been in progress
prior to the return to China. These in turn induced greater
expectations

amongst the public  with

self-governance and human rights enshrined by the Basic Law.

respect to

(24) As will be seen below in section 4, more than 76% of the public

agreed to the continuation of 1C2S after 2047. Support was high
across all groups in HK, including ‘Localists or Self-determinists’,
who are known to be highly critical of 1C2S. Though the public's
current evaluation of 1C2S is quite critical, the still regard 1C2S as
the system for HK's future.

(25) Though the Index declined from 642 in the first round to 6.30 in

the fourth round, it is still well over the median of 5. While 1C2S
has problems in implementation, as could be expected of any
unprecedented system, it is clearly not unworkable. The decline
in the 4th round should be viewed in this context.
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2.9 Reasons fordeclinesin Index (A), Index (B), and the MMI

(26) Dedlines in the indices are likely to be affected by controversial

political events that occurred since 2017, including the
disqualification of pro-independence candidates running for
LegCo, and trials of activists for riots or violence.

2.9.1 Effects of internal governance not strictly related to 1C2S

(27) Internal governance issues that are not strictly related to 1C25

appear to have important effects on evaluations of the HK public
(ndex A) and the MMI, but do not affect international
evaluations (Index B) as much. It is important to bear this in mind
when reading the findings identified in this Report.

(28) In the period before mid-2018, both MMI and Index (A)

performed well despite many political controversies occurred in
that period. The announcement of CY Leung in late 2016 that he
would not run for a second term, and the subsequent election of
the new CE had strong positive effects on MMI that outweighed
the effect of the above controversies.

(29) The sharp declines in MMI and Index (A) in the second half of

2018 can be attributed to controversies over the disbanding of
the HK Nationalist Party and the rejection of work visa for Victor
Mallet while other internal governance issues reflected in the
sharp declines in approval ratings of the government in late 2018
may also have an effect.

2.9.2 Biases in evaluations of international think tanks (Index B)

(30) The attitude of the West towards China has been shifting from

=

engagement to confrontation as the West increasingly fears that
its supremacy would be challenged by the rise of China.
Evaluations of international think tanks may not be free of
western ideological biases against the rise of China, but they
may also reflect genuine weaknesses in the implementation of
1C2S. Furthermore, their effects on international investors
cannot be underestimated as HK is an easy target in the ‘New
Cold War'.

Recently, western think tanks have downgraded HK's scores on
‘Rule of Law’, citing the interpretation of the Basic Law by Beijing
in 2016. However, interpretation of the Basic Law first occurredin
1999 and it is nothing new. The HK judiciary is still the same
judiciary which had received high scores from western think
tanks just a few years back, and it is as independent as always as
demonstrated by recent prosecutions and convictions of a
former Chief Executive and other high-ranking officials of the
HKSAR Government. It appears that western perceptions of
China and HK have changed.
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2.9.3 Suggestions to tackle the misunderstanding on 1C2S

(32) Given the biases and misunderstandings identified above, it is
important for the HKSAR Government to consider spearheading
a concerted effort involving all sectors of HK including the
business community, the academia, professional bodies, and
like-minded think tanks and NGOs to promote the image of HK
under 1C2S. Such effort may include:

- Setting up a broadly representative committee to advise the
HKSAR Government on all issues relating to 1C25;

- Motivating HK's business communities from western
countries who are willing to defend HK in the international

arena;

- Establishing a semi-official high-level think tank on external
relations to undertake various private initiatives such as being
responsible for mounting and coordinating outreach efforts,
mobilising support from all sectors of our and international
communities, and enhancing HK's presence in APEC related

networks;

- Promoting, assisting and encouraging local think tanks to
conduct periodical exchanges with influential foreign think
tanks interested in HK affairs, especially the Heritage
Foundation and the CATO-Fraser Institutes, which are
sympathetic to HK as they value economic and personal
freedoms highly;

- Setting up an early warning system within government to
alert and manage expectation of public on all possible issues
which might affect 1C2S or the perception of quality of
governance;

- Setting up a system whereby international media would be
timely, fully and properly briefed on issues affecting 1C2S; and

- Enhancing HK's presence in APEC related networks and
forums, e.g., the APEC Business Advisory Councils (ABAC),
APEC Study Centres, the Pacific Economic Cooperation
Council (PECC), and other tripartite forums.
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Rapid trend of de-radicalization and rise of moderation
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(1) Composition of HK population by political inclination in the 4

B

=

Pt

=

=

surveys are divided into the following groups: Moderates being
the largest group (about 60%), followed by the Non-establishment
supporters (less than 30%), and Pro-establishment supporters
(less than 12%). Non-establishment supporters are further
divided into Demaocrats (16% or more) and ‘Others’ (5% or more),
which are mostly Localists or Self-Determinists.

Over the 4 surveys, the percentage shares of Moderates and
Pro-establishment supporters to HK's adult population have
increased while that of ‘Non-establishment’” supporters have
decreased. The change has been especially rapid since the 3"
survey (Figure 6).

From mid-2017 to end of 2018, in terms of the percentage
composition of the adult population, Moderates increased by 5.7
roughly 335,000
Pro-establishment supporters increased by 1.3 percentage
gaining 79,000 but
Non-establishment supporters decreased by 6.6 percentage
roughly 403,000 Within  the
Non-establishment group, Democrats lost roughly 274,000

percentage points, gaining supporters;

points, roughly supporters;

points, losing supporters.

supporters while ‘Others' lost roughly 128,000 supporters.

Our results on political inclination are similar to those of the HKU
Public Opinion Programme (HKUPOP), which has been collecting
data on political inclination on a bi-weekly basis. Their results
showed that the proportion to population of the 'Pro-democracy
camp’ (@nalogous to our ‘Non-establishment group’) exhibited a
decreasing trend that was statistically significant, whilst the
proportion to population of the Centrist camp (analogous to our
‘Moderates group') exhibited an increasing trend that was also
statistically significant (Appendix VI).

The political inclination of HK youths (aged 18 to 29) also shows
a trend of de-radicalisation (Figure 8). The trend is tentative as
the changes are only notable in the latter half of 2018 (from 3" to
4™ survey). Furthermore, we have only observed changes over
two pointsin time.

From mid-2017 to the end of 2018, in terms of percentage of
youths, Moderates increased by 15.6 percentage points, gaining
roughly 154,000 youths. Meanwhile, the Non-establishment
group decreased by 144 percentage points, losing roughly
143,000 youths - of whom roughly 30,000 were Democrats and
roughly 104,000 were ‘Other Non-establishment’ supporters.

(1)

(6)
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Continuation of 1C2S after 2047

M

We introduce two new questions in the 4% round of our
telephone poll to gauge public’s opinion on continuation of
1C2S after 2047.

The support for continuation of 1C2S was high across all age
groups, educational attainment, and political inclination.
this

Self-determinists, who are known to be highly critical of 1C25

Surprisingly, included the group of ‘Localists or

(Figure 9).

Among different conditions that would be favourable to the
continuation of 1C2S, the pattern of choice was pragmatic.
‘Maintaining a high degree of autonomy’ (33.6%), and
‘Maintaining economic prosperity and stability” (31.3%) were
close first and second choices. ‘Political system democratises
further’ (19.5%) was a distant third, though it was the first choice
of 'Localists or Self-Determinists’ (40.4%). ‘Completing legislation
of Article 23' (6.5%) came in last, though it was more important
for Pro-establishment supporters (21.7%) (Figure 10).

WRE [F#AL & [HEAL 85 GeFE

Public’s identification as ‘Hongkongers’ and as ‘Chinese’

M

The public identify themselves strongly as ‘Hongkongers' as well
as 'Chinese’. This double identity is best shown by a scatter plot
on the Likert scale’. A majority of the public (from 55% to 57% in
the 4 rounds) have relatively a strong identity as both
‘Hongkongers' and ‘Chinese’, with both identity scores greater
than the median of 4 (Figure 11).

In all 4 rounds of surveys, there is a significant and positive
correlation between the two identities — the more strongly one
is identified with ‘Hongkonger, the more strongly one is
identified with ‘Chinese”’ the converse also holds. This is a

favourable condition for the implementation of 1C2S (Figure 12).

The public’s self-identification as ‘Hongkongers' and ‘Chinese’
have shown continuous improvement over the 4 surveys. Since
mid-2017, on the 0 to 10 scale, the identity as 'Hongkongers' rose
from 7.75 to 8.06, and the identity as 'Chinese’ rose slightly from
6.63 to 6.83 (Table 6).

(1)
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The Likert Scale (scale 1 to 7), which is used in our surveys, is more scientific than the popular 0to 10 scale, which is too finely graduated for respondents to choose

from. However, for convenience of exposition, we convert the results mathematically into the popular 0 to 10 scale when appropiate.

FrAFER (Likert Scale 1ETHRE) » ARMEZATAKE - BRHEANO £10 HREERSRBHMAE: $TRELEE - FEAENRER RMHFIA
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@) Traditional surveys that compel interviewees to choose between
the two identities (Hongkonger’ and ‘Chinese’) are misleading
as they cannot reveal a rise in strength of both identities, which
has been the case in HK.

9

Political divide in the self-identity as 'Chinese’ widened:
Self-identity as ‘Chinese’ of Pro-establishment supporters was
high and rising, but that of Non-establishment supporters was
low and falling (Table 7).

G

Since the last survey, generation gap in self-identity as ‘Chinese’
shrunk: Though self-identity as ‘Chinese” in the younger age
groups (18 to 29) was not high, it had risen from 4.96 to 5.29. This
is consistent with the de-radicalisation of HK youths. Meanwhile,
the self-identity as ‘Chinese’ in older age groups (40 or above)
remained high albeit a slight decline from the last survey.

BB A = o s Y IR AR

(4)
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Attitudes towards initiating Article 23 public consultation

(1) In the 4 surveys, opinions are divided without a clear majority:
Slightly less than half chose ‘unnecessary’ while slightly more
than a third chose necessary’. Over the 4 surveys, there has been
a slight rise in 'unnecessary’ over necessary’ (Table 8).

(2) Public opinion has been highly divided on whether it is
necessary to initiate the consultation. Policy makers should
exercise caution in approaching this subject (Figure 13).

B O(EARR) ik (£9)
Knowledge of Basic Law (Table 9)

(1) The mean score of public’s self-rating of their familiarity with the
Basic Law rose continuously from 445 in the 15t survey to 4.69 in
the 4™ survey. The rise was statistically significant. However, the
rating is still below the median of 5, indicating that the public’s
knowledge of Basic Law is still inadequate.

HBLT B EALE N ek 2 (3%10)
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Whose responsibility is it when conflicts arise between HK and the Mainland? (Table 10)

(1) In the 4 surveys, roughly half selected 'Equally Responsible’
around a quarter thought that the Mainland was responsible
while 1/6 thought that HK was responsible. Since the 2" round,
there was a very small shift in net blame towards the Mainland.

(1)
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(2) The results suggest that both the Central Government and
HKSAR Government ought to reflect on its own responsibility for
deadlocks and conflicts between the two.

RS H e E & g R (F11)

(2)

ERRBRPREFRAEEIBRESNER
NFERBBSEE -

Whose responsibility is it when conflicts arise between HK and the Mainland? (Table 11)

(1) Those whao chose ‘Decreased' vastly exceeded those who chose
‘Increased’.

(2) Change over time: there has been a fall in those who chose
‘Decreased’ and rise in those who chose ‘Increased’, i.e., there has
been a shift towards the less favourable impact on societal
division.

BRI [—EmR ] 5o (%13)

Emigration and confidence in 1C2S (Table 13)

(1) The Emigration Ratio (planning to emigrate due to lack of
confidence in 1C295) of Non-establishment supporters was 2 to 3
times as high as that of Moderates, which was in turn much
higher than that of Pro-establishment supporters.

(2) Compared to the last survey, the Emigration Ratio of the public
from 92% to 11.2%. For
Non-establishment supporters, the Ratios rose respectively from
6.8% to 9.3%, and from 19.9% to 23.8%.

has risen Moderates and

BEBRAEE L [ ] R
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Attitudes towards the Greater Bay Area (GBA) and the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI)

(1) The publicis not familiar with the GBA. Over time, there has been
a slight rise in ‘familiar” and a slight fall in ‘unfamiliar’ (Table 14).
More promotion of the GBA is needed.

(2) The majority agreed to HK's participation in the development of
the GBA (Table 15). Pro-establishment camp’s support was high
and rising. Moderates were mildly positive. However, the
Non-establishment camp switched from mild agreement to
mild disagreement.

11.1 Willingness of living or working in other cities of GBA

(3) A majority of respondents were not willing to live or move to
GBA. Over time, there has been a slight rise in 'Willing’ and a
slight fall in ‘Not willing” (Table 16). There is a need for more
efforts in promotion.

(1)

2)
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@) Inthe 3 survey in mid-2018, only 8.1% of youths were willing to

live or work in other cities of the GBA, the lowest ratio among all
age groups. However, in the 4™ survey at the end of 2018, 14.9%
of youths were willing to live or work in other cities of the GBA,
the highest ratio among all age groups. The net unwillingness of
youths fell significantly by 19 percentage points. This is
consistent with the de-radicalisation of HK youths (Table 17).

11.2 Should HK take part in the development of the Belt

G

=

Rd)

and Road Initiative (BRI)?

The majority supported the development of BRI. Over time, the
net support fell from 37.6% to 26.2% (Table 18). This may be
related to the problems that the BRI encountered in a number of
countries.

Pro-establishment camp’s support was high and rising.
the
establishment camp switched from mild agreement to mild

Moderates were mildly positive. However, Non-

disagreement.

11.3 Summary of attitudes towards GBA and BRI

—

Pro-establishment supporters and Moderates, who together
constitute over 75% of the adult population, agreed that HK
should take partin the GBA and the BRI. However, the attitude of
Non-establishment  supporters  has  turned  negative.
Non-establishment supporters appeared to see the GBA and BRI

as schemes that would threaten HK's autonomy.

FEREBIUR SR B A 16 4R

Disaffection of Non-establishment supporters

(1) Non-establishment supporters in HK appear to be increasingly

=

alienated: Besides their high and rising Emigration Ratios and
their low and falling evaluations of 1C2S, their identity as
‘Chinese’ has also fallen, contrary to the trend of the majority. As
will be seen below, their attitudes towards the Greater Bay Area
and Belt and Road Initiative have increasingly diverged from that
of the majority.

Though Non-establishment supporters are in the minority, they
are more likely to vote in elections and voice their opinions. They
command around half of the votes in most elections and are
Their
disaffection is a serious social and political issue that the Central

influential in shaping public opinion. increasing

government and the HKSAR government must take careful note.
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‘One Country Two Systems’ Overview :
Public Survey and Index Construction

(Fourth Report)

i 5

Introduction

This is our fourth Report on the ‘One Country Two Systems'
(henceforth 1C25) Index (henceforth the Index). The purpose of the
Index is to provide an objective assessment on the implementation
of 1C2S. Our first Report was released in mid-2017, on the 20th
anniversary of the return of Hong Kong (henceforth HK) to China.
We update the Index every six months, at mid-year and year end.

We constructed the Index as the average of the following two
indices:

i) Index (A), an index of HK public’s evaluation of 1C2S: Compiled
from a telephone poll on 9 dimensions of 1C2S; and

i) Index (B), the Freedom and Democracy Index: Compiled from
relevant indices produced by international think tanks on various
dimensions of freedom and democracy in HK.

Every half year, we update the Index through updating indices (A)
and (B) respectively with a new public survey and with the latest
data from international indices. To complement our Index (A), we
also introduced a new index: 1C2S Mass Media Index (MMI) that uses
big-data techniques to measure the sentiment of Hong Kong
newspapers since 1998 as news sentiment has very significant
influences on public opinion.

In this fourth Report on the Index, we commissioned the Hong Kong
Institute of Asia-Pacific Studies of the Chinese University of Hong
Kong to conduct a telephone poll to compile Index (A), reflecting
conditions in December 2018. We included in the survey other
important issues related to 1C2S, such as public opinions on
initiating the Article 23 consultation, on emigration and confidence
in 1C2S, and on the Greater Bay Area and the Belt and Road Initiative.
In this fourth survey, we have added a new topic relating to the
possible continuation of 1C2S after 2047,

EEOR0BE IR RERBBR201ITEFER
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The telephone poll was conducted from December 3 to 12 in 2018.
1,001 individuals were successfully and randomly sampled, all aged
18 or above; all of them spoke either Cantonese or Mandarin (the
sampling error is £3.10% within a 95% confidence level); the response
rate was 38.8%, satisfying both statistical and scientific standards. The
questionnaire and the frequency distribution of survey results can be
found in the 'Annex’ uploaded on the homepage of Path of
Democracy (http:/pathofdemocracy.hk/one-country-two-systems-

index-feb-2019/).

It should be stressed that Index (A), Index (B), and MMI are
determined by perception and may or may not reflect the reality.
Even so, changes in perceptions of 1C2S of the HK public, of
international think tanks, and of the HK press are nevertheless
important. We will analyse the reasons for the changes in these
perceptions as they are crucial for the implementation of 1C25.

The findings of this Report are presented in the following order:

i) Changes in Indices (A), (B), the 1C2S Index, and the Mass Media
Index (MMI);

ii) Rapid trend of de-radicalisation and the rise of moderation in HK;

i) Overwhelming support for the continuation of 1C2S after 2047,

iv) Citizens' identity as 'Hongkonger” and as Chinese;

v) Other important findings related to 1C2S in our telephone poll,
including attitudes towards initiating Article 23 consultation,
emigration and confidence in 1C2S, and attitudes towards the
Greater Bay Area and the Belt and Road Initiative.

EERAER2018F 12 A3E 1203817 - BEME -
ARINEARTL,001A » 2EPEEISHELL L » BERE
REHEEE (FSNEBEKFET » MIERER
+3.10%) o [O|fEZER38.8% @ EHAFMREEZ
# o PEREMATERAVREOME LRIIRT
BRHER LN BEHY (http://pathofdemocracy
.hk/zh-hant/one-country-two-systems-index-fe
b-2019/) ©
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[—E ] FE¥
1C2S Index

As mentioned above, the Index is the average of Index (A), the
evaluation of the HK public and 1C2S, and Index (B), the evaluations
of international think tanks on various dimensions of freedom and
democracy in HK. Below, we will first detail the compilation of
Indices (A) and (B).

2.1Index (A): Evaluation of the HK public (Questions 1 to 9)

Index (A) is the average' of sub-scores obtained from 9 questions on
different dimensions of 1C25 in our survey. Only 1 out of these 9
scores, namely the score on question 4 (original way of life in HK
remained unchanged’) is not comparable between the first survey
and subsequent ones due to refinements of the question
introduced after the first survey. Table 1 shows the average of 9
questions in the latter three surveys as well as the average scores of
the other 8 questions that are identical across all four surveys.

Index (A) (@verage of 9 dimensions) declined to 4.84 from 5.05 in the
last round, falling by 4.2%. This was the first time in the 4 surveys that
the decline in Index (A) was statistically significant, sending a
worrisome signal. Moreover, all 9 sub-scores have declined in the
latest round, which is again a point of concern. The declines in 3
items, namely maintaining original ways of life, freedom of speech,
and legislative independence, were statistically significant.

In our Report, differences in scores at a particular point in time, or
changes in scores over time that are big enough to be statistically
significant will be noted explicitly. If there is no mentioning of
statistical significance about a score, it means that the difference or
change concerned is statistically insignificant.

W EFR > T—ERf ) EREIREANIEHBH
FHE AEAEETRYE T—EmE) AES
MBS REARBREEEAHREREN
AHE o WP H AR RIS MA RIS BBRIR S S
& o
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1 We have explored 3 alternative methods, namely, Simple Average, Principal Component Analysis, and Factor Analysis to compute Index (A). The first method of

Simple Average assigns equal weight to each of the 9 sub-scores. It is easily understood and is the most commonly used method. The latter two methods use

statistical techniques to assign different weights to the sub-scores based on the variations in the sub-scores. Details of computations are in Appendix | as they

are highly technical. As the differences in the results of using the 3 different methods are small and negligible, we adopt the simplest and most commonly used

method, i.e, the average of the 9 items, in constructing Index (A).

HAER =R EEYA BEMETHY - TMADTRERTFHIT - BETHIREEREEREE FRER BERERNA X - BMEARFIALGE
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FRARTITEHA BN (EFEER BIRG B Ig8,
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Table 1 : Public’s Evaluation of 1C25

2017.6 2017.12  2018.6 2018.12

Average (9 dimensions)

- 4.98 5.05 484 "
TS (hEEEE)

Average (8 dimensions)

4y ()\EEEE) 4.88 4.84 4.9 4.7

The original ways of life have remained

Q4 - .21 .2 .9 K
unchanged #RFRBLEESN ¢ Sz 20

A high degree of freedom of speech

Qs | 6.15 6.03 5.79 5.41 *
=M= 8

Q2 Anindependent judiciary &3 &)k 5.61 5.43 5.59 5.39

Q3 Anindependent legislature ¥ 17 37 ;A 5.42 5.28 5.35 5.08 *

A high degree of autonomy in the executive

Q1 4.82 4.73 4.84 4.82
branch BITEREB{THE

The successful implementation of the ‘Self-

Q7 Governance, High Autonomy’ principles 4.43 4L.42 457 4.38
ZEIBARE -BEBB)
The gradualimplementation of the politico

Q6 institutional democratization process 4.36 4.43 4.50 4.34
RXEflER

The full implementation of 1C2S in the future

Qs 4.28 4.28 4.32 4.09
2EEE —Emf

Resolving differences between HK and the
Q9 Mainland via dialogue and negotiation 3.97 4,17 4.27 4.05
FRHERERRTE

% DLl T

Note: * denotes changes that are statistically significant compared with the previous round

a0 R E—RILE - ELEG s ERE T

ltem ratings vary in a relatively narrow band from 4 to 6 plus, most ZHBTDEEENFK » E4DF6D S ZM o
plausibly because the public generally holds a ‘holistic rating’ on HEDTRORH I—EmH) §—@E#fETD
1C2S. This implies that regardless of the specific item surveyed, their EARABMEEER > TRNBZRNERILHADN
answers are shaped by the ‘holistic rating’, rendering the range BEFSTE  AEHSEENTI T EBR
across their answers for each specific item relatively small. TRBERERE FRIREIEST S ©
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2.2 HK public’s evaluation of 1C2S: Generation gap and
political divide

Figure 1 shows public’s evaluations of 1C2S by age in the 4 surveys,
The generation gap in evaluation of 1C2S is obvious: The average
scores of younger age groups were lower than those of older age
groups. The difference between the 18-49 age group and the over
50 age group was statistically significant. The average score over 8
items of Young Adults (aged 18 to 29) was only around 4, while those
of old people (over 70) was around 6. However, since the last survey,
the evaluation score of Young Adults (18-29) rose slightly, while the
scores of all older age groups also fell somewhat, shrinking the
generation gap. This is a surprising development.

Figure 2 shows the public’s evaluation of 1C25 by political
inclination in the 4 surveys. Political inclinations include Moderates,
Pro-Establishment supporters, and Non-establishment supporters,
which are further divided into Democrats and ‘Others’ (mostly
Localists and Self-determinists).

2.2 MR —EmH BRATE:
RBRBUERHE
BT HRAET  ZEFRAENE T—EW
Bl B95TE - ¥ T—Emfl) SFENERETS
R EE-ANTHSERRERNMER > 18%F
495z AR B2 505 B I L AR R B9 ZE RIEL St ERVFR
EBXKF - FF (18F295%) 7T/ \EHBENTHD
QF4n AL > MEE (TOmEUAL) BWFEHHAI
BO6NER > ZEEMS LRRENKT - BL®WHAE
& BE (18E29m) WFDEFRLA > MEE
(TOBRERLAL) BT » SABEINEITE -

BoRTN&HAETF » FTRBCRIERYE T—Em
il BETHE - BB AR B EENIK - BEURKIE
2k o JERBIKE B0 AR TR A MIER
Bk (UELIRMBRERE) °
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Figure 2 * Public’s evaluation of 1C2S by political inclination
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Statistical tests revealed that, in comparison with Moderates, the
evaluations of Pro-establishment supporters were significantly
higher, while the evaluations of Non-establishment supporters were
significantly lower. Within Non-establishment supporters, the
‘Others’ group had lower evaluations (scores around 2 to 3) in
comparison with Democrats (scores around 3 to 4).

The evaluation scores of Moderates (which include Centrists and
those without specific political inclination) declined from 5.16 in the
Ist round to 4.87 in the 4th round, and the decline was statistically

significant.

The Pro-establishment Vs Non-establishment political divide is big
and widening: Statistical tests revealed that the high scores of
Pro-establishment supporters rose significantly higher (rising by
8.7% since the 1st round), and the low scores of Non-establishment
supporters fell significantly lower (falling by 24.0% since the 1st
round). The trend of polarisation is evident. This is a serious issue
which the HKSAR Government must take note.

2018.12

EEstigll - BT LEREMKRRERS ™
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2.3 Index (B): Evaluations of international think tanks

Under 1C2S, HKis China's most open and international city. Freedom
and democracy are core components of 1C2S, and international
perception of freedoms and democracy in HK is very important for
the implementation of 1C2S. Hence, we give an equal weight to
scores obtained from the poll of the HK public, namely Index (A),
and scores computed from international indices, namely Index (B).

Index (B) is the average of 3 indices, namely, the Economic Freedom
Index and Personal Freedom Index of CATO-Fraser Institutes, and
the Democracy Index of the EIU (Economic Intelligence Unit). The
average of the Economic Freedom and Personal Freedom Indices is
known as the Human Freedom Index, which is the most
comprehensive index of freedom available. HK is always ranked
world’s number one in Economic Freedom, and it has also ranked
highly in Human Freedom. The scores and ranks of HK in these

Indices since 2010 are shown in Table 2.

 BEANRTEEFERN BN HE

+ HK's scores and ranks in major international indices

2.3 i5¥B:EFEENTE

£ T—Emfl T S8E0EREKERRL
PR - BERERTIE T—BEmE WEER
= MBEEMEHSEEARIEENERESE
" (—Embl) LEREE - @it ABAEFRE
AR (5HBA) Dt HEMRERAENT
7 (5HB) - BELTHEELE -

EHBRE T&BEa/mEx ~ TMEABEER &

TREIEH —HEHENTHED - amERHA
FHEERZERT (Cato Institute) ReIEVDERZTET

(Fraser Institute) #&%l > =185 HLH
BABERS - EEBEBEZ M MBEAER
58 NEESEEAE TANEBREH » 28
FEEEHMNERTREEN & - EREEH
BEHAE-BHRIHtRE— EAEEHSED
ZAFF o R2FETNEBH2010FEEELEIEEL
B9 BN o

HEB— THHREHRE]

Index (B): Freedom and Democracy Index

FAEEBRIEEU

Human Freedom Index REEH Eva)
Year &EAR BABA bak Democracy Index  Aggregate
Fp Economic Freedom  Personal Freedom Sub-aggregate
2010 9.02 (1) 9.04 (18) 9.03 (1) 5.92 (80) 7.99
2011 8.99 (1) 9.07 (17) 9.03 (1) 5.92(80) 7.99
2012 8.96 (1) 9.04 (14) 9.00 (1) 6.42 (63) 8.14
2013 8.96 (1) 8.98(18) 8.87 (1) 6.42 (65) 8.12
2014 9.00(1) 8.78 (29) 8.89 (2) 6.46 (66) 8.08
2015 8.97 (1) 8.75 (28) 8.86 (2) 6.50 (67) 8.07
2016 8.97 (1) 8.58 (32) 8.78 (3) 6.42(68) 7.99
2017 9.01= 8.54¢ 8.78 6.31(71) 7.952
2018 9.01° 8.54° 8.78 6.15(73) 7.89*

4 Updates based on comparable international indices (See Appendix Il for details).

FARFEREI PRSI E R (YRR o

b Estimated on the assumption that the Personal Freedom Index is unchanged from 2017 to 2018.

fHERE2018520185FH) ME A HAMIERL B20174 48R



As the Human Freedom Index covers a very large number of
countries, there is a two-year time lag in data compilation. The latest
2018 Economic Freedom and Personal Freedom Indices only reflects
conditions in 2016. We updated both Indices according to the
methodology of CATO-Fraser Institutes with data from comparable
international indices. The method of updating is detailed in Appendix
IIl. The Economic Freedom Index can be updated to 2018, but the
Personal Freedom Index can only be updated to 2017. There is no
need to update the Democracy Index as it already reflects conditions
in 2018. When computing the 2018 score of Index (B), we assumed
that the 2018 score of the Personal Freedom Index was the same as
thatin 2017. Given the recent trend that international think tanks have
been downgrading their evaluations of personal freedoms in HK, as
will be detailed below, the above assumption would impart an
upward bias to our 2018 estimated score of Index (B).

HK has always ranked number 1 in Economic Freedom, with a score
of around 9. HK’s score in Personal Freedom peaked at 9.07 in 2011,
dropped to 8.58 in 2016, and declined further to an estimated score
of 8.54 in 2017. Hong Kong's rank peaked at 14th in 2012, falling to
32th in 2016. The decline since 2013 has been quite steep. Despite
the decline, HK's 2017 score of 8.54 is still relatively high.

HK’s score in the Human Freedom Index also fell, largely due to the
decline in the Personal Freedom Index. HK's rank fell from number 1
to number 3, trailing New Zealand and Switzerland. Despite the
decline, HK still ranked very well in the Human Freedom Index.

The Democracy Index rose from 592 in 2010 to a peak of 6.50 in
2015, rising by 9.8%, reflecting that HK has made some progress in
democratisation vis-a-vis the increase of directly elected seats in the
Legislature. However, HK's score fell to 6.15 in 2018, falling by 54%
from the peak in 2015, reflecting the disqualification of candidates
running for the Legislature on allegations of supporting separatism.
It should be noted that HK’s 2018 score and rank are still better than
those in 2011.

Given the adverse publicity in the international media on recent
political events in HK, the declines in these indices are not surprising.
HK’s Personal Freedom Index and Democracy Index have declined
respectively by 5.8%, and 5.4% from their peaks.

Index (B), our Freedom and Democracy Index, rose from 799 in 2010
to a peak of 8.14 in 2012, rising by 1.9%, largely as a result of the rise
in HK's Democracy Index. Since then, it has embarked on a declining
trend. The latest reading came in at 7.89, representing a drop of 3.1%
from the peak.

B TAEEHESR BEAEER > EEBES
WEBRMAE o RFRM (2018 NEBEREEH,
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o BEAEERMER - MEEBRIEH BF
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2.4 Personal Freedom Index: Its components

Table 3 shows HK's scores and ranks in the 7 components of the
Personal Freedom Index from 2010 to 2017. During this time period,
the score of ‘Security & Safety’ has risen while the score of
‘Movement’ has been constant at 10. Five components have
exhibited substantial decline in scores and ranks since 2013, namely,
‘Rule of law’, Religion’, 'Association & Assembly’, ‘Expression &
Information’, and ‘Identity & Relationships’ The declines show that
the international community does have relatively serious concerns
on personal freedoms in HK.

s FANMEABBERINDBEEA

+ HK's scores and ranks in Personal Freedom Index

24 HEABHEH &FEE

RIFETEAU2010FE201757E MEABHIE
# LEFEBLNSEMER - B &
2| FoLA > TBHESH FORREL0D A
ERO# R PERB2013FERREBETY® > 81 &
A1~ TREBH] ~ T -SERARUE
BHl ~ TEHmBEH) & MERIREREEL o
EIBEE TR S HERNEASHBEE

RPN =Rkl
Personal Freedom Index
F15 by z5 BiEEA THEH - EER EMEH HRIZ2E bl
Year Rule of Law Security & Movement Religion ARHEERA Expression & KeRA% Aggregate
Safety Association, Assembly,  Information Iclentity &
& Civil Society Relationships
2010 7.50 (18) 9.66 (33) 10.00 (1) 9.02 (35) 9.42 (25) 9.05 (42) 10.00 (1) 9.04 (18)
2011 7.50 (18) 9.69 (26) 10.00 (1) 8.92(30) 9.75 (24) 9.01(41) 10.00 (1) 9.07 (17)
2012 7.39 (19) 9.67 (27) 10.00(1) 9.04 (24) 9.75 (24) 8.94 (45) 10.00 (1) 9.04 (14)
2013 7.39 (19) 9.33 (41) 10.00(1) 9.19 (19) 10.00 (1) 8.86 (48) 10.00 (1) 8.98 (18)
2014 7.80 (14) 9.39 (39) 10.00 (1) 8.13 (80) 8.00 (62) 8.74 (51) 10.00 (1) 8.78 (29)
2015 7.79 (16) 9.40 (38) 10.00 (1) 8.43(68) 8.00 (62) 8.77 (48) 9.25 (34) 8.75 (28)
2016 7.14(23) 9.39 (36) 10.00(1) 8.59 (40) 8.00 (62) 8.67 (51) 9.25 (35) 8.58 (32)
2017 6.542 9.772 10.00¢= 8.592 8.002 8.79= 9.25° 8.542

8 Updates based on comparable international indices (See Appendix Ill for details).
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International think tanks tend to give relatively higher scores to HK
(e.g. 2017 Personal Freedom score of 8.54) while the HK public tends
to give relatively low scores (around 5). This is because the contexts in
which international think tanks and the HK public conduct their
evaluations are quite different. Evaluations of international think
tanks cover a large number of developing countries and territories,
and given HK's status as a highly developed economy, its relative rank
is high. On the other hand, HK public’s evaluation is more demanding
as HK already had a sophisticated system with rule of law, a high
degree of personal freedoms, and partial democratization before its
reversion. These induced high expectations amongst the public with
respect to self-governance and human rights enshrined by the Basic
Law.

EREEHEHENTOEEES (FIMN2017F/

MEABHEH R8.547) > MEEMEFM#A
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2.5 Index (B): Comparison with neighbouring
countries/territories

As Hong Kong is a highly developed region, and given that highly
developed regions tend to have comparatively higher Freedom and
Democracy Indices as compared with developing regions — we have
selected certain neighbouring developed countries and territories
(hamely, Japan, South Korea, Singapore, and Taiwan) as benchmarks
for comparison and assessment of Hong Kong's performance. We
have also compared the respective scores of the Mainland and
Hong Kong under the indices, so as to identify whether Hong Kong
has become increasingly ‘Mainlandised’ under 1C2S. For brevity, we
will refer to Japan, South Korea, Singapore, Taiwan, and the Chinese
mainland as ‘neighbours’.

Table 4 compares the 2017 Personal Freedom Index of HK with its
neighbours. HK's scores were in the same league as those of our
developed neighbours (Japan, Korea, Singapore, and Taiwan), and

2.5 5B LEBHMIIERGME

—RME > FEHENEHERTER I8N
BRTHME - HREEESEERIOME - FF
DURFIEREMNE ERRRME - R A& -
FEEE ~ MR BEELLE » LU GTETENR
B HMTHEBPEAMESENEHREE
g LDBRE T—Emfl) 2 THEEETER
TREEML) - BEERER > LK EZE - FEER -
oo ~ eBEREANMES ItE) o

RALB2017TEFBMFLHEN TMEABHTE
B - FEIORE ) BEHZ - R~ HmK
FMEBEMIEEME » TRIBDEARM o FE

were much higher than those of the Mainland. HK's aggregate score #B5)78.5453 » BIERNHNE (7.3853) » B8

of 8.54 was much higher than that of Singapore (7.38) but slightly EFBEE s mEREHE -

lower than those of Japan, Korea, and Taiwan.

=4 12017 EME A BBHIEEU | LEREBEALHE:
Table4 : 2017 Personal Freedom Index: Comparing HK and neighbours®
[ A B Hife
Personal Freedom Index
EA Z2 BiEEH THEMR iEH - EEk ERER 4R FEE 45y
Rule of Law Security & Movement Religion ~rEHEEH Expression & PG Aggregate
Safety Association, Assembly,  Information Identity &
& Civil Society Relationships

Hong Kong
aHE 6.54 ST 10.00 8.59 8.00 8.79 9.25 8.54
Mainland China
FRE] Ayt 4.76 7.95 3.33 3.67 1.50 5.13 9.25 5.47
Japan
Bz 7.71 9.82 10.00 8.09 7.50 9.45 9.25 8.81
Korea
e 7.30 9.59 8.33 9.35 9.50 10.00 9.25 8.86
Singapore
g 7.34 9.35 8.33 6.11 3.50 6.15 8.00 7.38
Taiwan
=i 6.98 9.72 10.00 9.36 10.00 9.69 10.00 9.08

8 Updates based on comparable international indices.
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Table 5

In comparison with its four developed neighbours, HK was relatively
strong in ‘Security & Safety’ and ‘Movement’, but relatively weak in
‘Rule of Law". HK was more or less at par with othersin the remaining
4 components, namely, 'Religion’, ‘Association & Assembly’,
‘Expression & Information, and ‘ldentity & Relationships’. HK's
relatively low score in ‘Rule of Law" may be unfair but nevertheless
warrants concern.

Table 5 compares HK and neighbours in the various indices of Index
(B) in 2018. HK's score in Economic Freedom was world’s number 1
while its score in Personal Freedom was at par with its developed
neighbours. Due to HK's superlative performance in Economic
Freedom, its score in Human Freedom was stronger than the four
developed neighbours. However, HK's Democracy Index was lower
than the four developed neighbours. Consequently, HK's Index (B)
score was lower than those of Japan, Korea, and Taiwan, but above
that of Singapore. The gaps between HK and the Mainland in all the
above Indices on freedom and democracy remained very big,
showing that the allegation of ‘Mainlandisation’is unfounded.

: LEER 2018 FE BRI FI B BRIER

: Comparing 2018 international indices of HK and neighbours
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B MAMRIENHRE] 2018)
Index (B): Freedom and Democracy Index(2018)

TASRBHER -

Human Freedom Index* R 158 L ay
Year "EEH BABH PE Democracy Index  Aggregate
=15 Economic Freedom  Personal Freedom Sub-aggregate (2018) (2018)
Hong Kong &7 9.01 8.54 8.78 6.31(71) 7.89
Mainland China FREIFgit 6.57 5.47 5.99 3.32(130) 5.12
Japan H#s 7.74 8.81 8.29 7.99 (22) 8.16
Korea #E 7.33 8.86 8.17 8.00 (21) 8.06
Singapore F1IN3E 8.92 7.38 8.12 6.38 (66) 7.56
Taiwan &8 7.97 9.08 8.49 7.73(32) 8.26

* Estimated on the assumption that the Personal Freedom Index is unchanged from 2017 to 2018. 2018 scores were updated on comparable international indices

(See Appendix Il for details).

*EERE20185H ME A BiEH ) 820174487 - 2018E AT IRIAMRAIE X ISBGE T (FERMERI) -
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2.6 Changesin the 1C2S Index 26 T—Ems IS8 E L

Figure 3 shows the scores of the Index since mid-2017. Since BI3RER2017TEHIZSH T—EmGl 582 H
mid-2017, Index (A) (average of 8 dimensions) fell from 4.88 to 4.70, 20175 hiE » F52A (/\(ESEEMFEH) H4.88
falling by 3.7%. Index (B) declined from 795 in 2017 to 7.89 in 2018, BEE4.70 0 BKIE23.7% o IEHBH2017EMT.95
falling by 0.8%. The 1C2S Index, which is the average of Indices (A) BRZE20184FMY7.89 » BXIE230.8% o T —[R Rl
and (B), declined from 642 in the first round to 6.30 in the fourth 18 (IEHMATIIEHBNTHS) HEHRAETH
round, falling by 19 percent. While the scores of international think 6.42 TR EFNEHTAEETA6.30 > BXIEA1.9% © B
tanks were much higher than those of the Hong Kong public, both AEFSENTEEESREATR  EEmE
scores showed a declining trend. EERS TEE o

3 : T BRI 82

Figure 3 : Changes in 1C2S Index
[—EmH] 8 53T
1C2S Index (Revised)

9
1C2SIndex (8 Dimensions)
F—E Ml 58 () \&885)
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As noted above, the 2018 estimated score of Index (B) is likely to be W0 _EFR#t » 2018 FI5 BB EE D HBOIERS »
biased upwards. This implies the declines in Index (B) and in the RLUPIEER L TISEBA —EmHl1 f58HI B
1C2S Index are likely to be understated. In this respect, decision 8o BN EFEETREERME

makers in HK should take careful note of the declining trend and its

ramifications.

2 Scores of Index (B) and the 1C2S Index in the previous 3 reports were estimated with data available then. They are slightly different from those in Figure 3, which
are latest updates. The scores estimated at the time of each report are shown in Appendix [l Though the scores are slightly different, the pattern of change is

very similar.

BEZRENEHBN —EMmE ) {520 DEXER P ENEEMEE  AERTHERUREENER SRENGES BRI - BRBMEBERY
AR BREEESHE -



2.7 1C2S Mass Media Index (1C2S MMI)

Media sentiment is an important factor in the formation of public
opinion. We attempt to use big data techniques to measure media
sentiment towards 1C2S and monitor how 1C2S is conveyed in the
mass media to provide a timely barometer of public sentiment. 1C2S
MMI is a net sentiment index of newspaper articles over a given
time. To dovetail with our main Index, we will compile the MMI half
yearly. We mined close to 132,600 news articles and around 66
million words from 21 local daily newspapers to compile the MMI
(See Appendix IV for details). MMl is set at 100 in the base month of
July 2017, the 20th anniversary of HK’s return to China.

In the longer run, subject to resource availability, MMI opens up
many opportunities of further research in public opinion formation.
The MMI can be compiled at high frequency intervals (e.g. monthly)
as it is not subject to the long time lags of surveys. Itis also possible
to investigate the effect of specific significant events (eg,
co-location arrangement for the Express Rail link) on media
sentiment, or to compare sentiments in the local and overseas
media.

Newspaper is only part of the media, and the MMI does not cover
news reported by traditional media such as television and radio, as
well as news carried by new media. Measuring the sentiments of
news reported by television and radio is very difficult as there is no
comprehensive text-based data base available. Measurement of
sentiments of new media is also very difficult as it will be very
demanding on resources. Furthermore, while widely accepted
credibility ratings of different newspapers are available through
regular opinion polls, comparable ratings on the credibility of
different new media outlets are not available. We will thus confine
our study to newspaper articles on 1C25.

It should be noted that many newspapers have also broadcasted
their news through online outlets such as websites and mobile
apps. In so far as the news articles of these online outlets are the
same as their printed versions, the sentiments of these articles are
already included in our MMI regardless of whether they are printed
or broadcasted online. 1C25 MM currently only gauges sentiment of
an important subset of mass media, printed newspapers, as a
general representation of sentiment in mass media.

2.7 T—Emf) BiEEE
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2.7.1 Historical Trend

Media coverage will shape public opinion and the effect of media
priming is observed in Hong Kong. A local study also suggests that
sentiment analyses will lead telephone surveys by about 2 weeks.?
Figure 4 juxtaposes 1C25 MMI with survey results regarding views
towards 1C2S by two organizations, namely Radio Television Hong
Kong (RTHK) and Public Opinion Programme by the University of
Hong Kong (HKUPOP).* Remarkably, these series depict a similar
overall trend of public views - albeit with some quantitative
differences across the 3 samples. All three series rose in the early
2000's to a peak around 2007; then fell to a trough around 2014-16
with Occupy Central and the civil unrest in Mongkok, and then
recovered thereafter.

As for quantitative differences, 1C25 MMI tends to reveal the
immediate effect of speeches and activities of high-ranking officials,
especially those of the Chinese leaders which have extensive
coverage in mass media. Survey-based indicators might be affected
by events with no direct relevance to 1C2S such as the re-election of
Donald Tsang with high popularity in 2007. 1C2S MMI also serves as
a better proxy for cases with high newsworthiness, while
survey-based indicators trace incidents which impose more
universal impacts. For example, 1C2S MMI gives a more negative
rating during the civil unrest in Mongkok, which came as a shock yet
affected only limited parties. Survey-based indicators, on the other
hand, show a more negative rating during the ‘Occupy Central’
movement, which affected the general public in various aspects.

: T —EmF ) BIEEREEMEEAE

Figure4 : 1C2S MMI and other public surveys
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MMI was on an upward trend from April 1998 (inception date of
MMI) to 2001. When the discussion and consultation of Article 23
began in 2002, 1C25 MMI started to fall until the government
withdrew the legislation in September 2003. The NPC Standing
Committee’s interpretation of the Basic Law on constitutional
development in April 2004 caused a certain drop in 1C25 MMI, but it
continued to rise after Tung Chee Hwa resigned as CE in March 2005.
In March 2006, a designated chapter was written for Hong Kong and
Macau in the national 11th ‘Five-Year Plan’, boosting 1C2S MMI to
reach the second highest point after the handover. In October 2009,
the celebrations for the 60th anniversary of the PRC further raised
1C2S MM to the peak.

The Five Constituencies Resignation” campaign, which attempted
to maobilise support for universal suffrage, was followed by a period
of sentiment downturn for several years beginning in 2010. Despite
the temporary relief provided by the successful political reform
proposal, 1C2S MMI was pushed to the lowest point of the period in
2013 with the problems of ‘anchor babies’, the ‘Reclaim Sheung Shui’
movement, and the infant formula shortage.

The 2014 to 2015 period were marked by many tumultuous events
such as the knife attack on Kevin Lau, the ‘Reclaim Yuen Long' and
‘Reclaim Tuen Mun’ movements, the Public Consultation on
Constitutional Reform, the 'White Paper on ‘One Country, Two
Systems’, the NPC Standing Committee's ‘8.31" decision and the
‘Occupy Central' movement. Though such events led to some
fluctuations in, the overall level was relatively stable because the
media did not present a one-sided view of these events. MMI rose
somewhat after Queen Elizabeth Il affirmed that 1C2S was a
historical achievement during her meeting with Xi Jinping in
October 2015.

H1998E4HMIAE2001E » HIBIEHERRN
4 o (EAZEY BT+ RIAMN T BT
2002 BR 0 BIBIEENBUEY » EEBMA
2003F9 AL AERBIRERE - 2EAKRE
ZEH2004FEA BB REE > S HI5EHE
— KR REBREFR2005FE3FHETHEE
#%IEBEDIF - 20065E38 » BIR [+—H) REET
MMARREE > HEREEIEINSERE
B c 2009108 > —RTIEEOEFENEE
ECHEBIEHME LTER -

AP TEEE) MEEN TAERS) - B
T H2010FEEAHBMENEE - BEABN S RE
BmBER—EDE - B22011F1AMESEEE
EBT o REATWRIBEALE > fER NEIFE)
BIRE ~ TRE_Eak EE TRl HEERE
PRI Z R ER R TR o

2014F2015F B4R EBBEEN HER
BAL ~ THEETERY) EE > BISEHURES
THEREH ( T—BmH BEEY ~ AKX
18.31) REM MEERE) WRELIF—@E
Al RUE—FLMNEIGIEHEREPMEREY
T o BIFIEMEST L FREZ TR20154F
108 €m 5 (—Embll NEER®ESR
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3 Fu, K.W, &Chan, C. H. (2013). Analyzing online sentiment to predict telephone poll results. Cyberpsychology, Behavior, and Social Networking, 16(9),

702-707; Willnat, L., & Zhu, J. H. (1996). Newspaper coverage and public opinion in Hong Kong: A time - series analysis of media priming. Political

Communication, 13(2), 231-246.

RTHK commissioned the Hong Kong Institute of Asia-Pacific Studies (HKIAPS) to conduct an annual survey. The related question is: ‘Satisfactory to the overall

development of Hong Kong after the handover’ (#EISLIREBEEEREAVIREE. In the survey conducted by HKUPOP, the related question is: ‘Generally
speaking, are you confident in ‘One Country, Two Systems'?’ (TH 22882238 » (R —EMSI B HEL?).
EEBOEFEXE AL AARMUEBRARASETHAED  HREER THER LS AERERNMNEE)  EEASREARFA A FE=@RT

R I—EmH ) E0ETHEE  HEMES HERRE mHE—EmHEETE07)
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2.7.2 Recent Trend

1C2S encountered the most severe challenge in the beginning of
2016 when 1C2S MMI plummeted to 73 points, the lowest level ever
since the handover. The ‘Causeway Bay Bookstore’ incident aroused
widespread media attention in January. The civil unrest in Mongkok
evolved into a clash between civilians and the police in February.
The award of the independent film ‘Ten Years’ as the best film in
Hong Kong Film Awards in April aggravated the negative sentiment
in the mass media.

MMI bottomed out and rose strongly when CY Leung announced
that he would not run for a second term and when Carrie Lam was
elected CE. Despite the NPC Standing Committee’s interpretation of
the Basic Law in response to the oath-taking row in the LegCo in
November 2016 and the ‘democracy walls” incidents in universities
in September 2017, 1C2S MMI still rose to a peak of 105 points in
March 2018 under the new administration of Carrie Lam.

However, an alarming downward spiral started in July 2018 with the
storm of controversies on the disbanding of the pro-independence
HK National Party, the rejection of visa renewal for Victor Mallet, and
the annual report of the United States-China Economic and Security
Review Commission which recommended the assessment of Hong
Kong's status as a separate customs area. MMI fell to 89 points in
November 2018, a decline of 15% from the peak in March.

2.7.2 EHBE@ S
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2.8 Evaluations of 1C2S

1C2S is unprecedented in history. There have always been doubts if
HK can remain a free city as part of a country ruled by a Communist
Party. Problems and difficulties in the implementation of 1C25S are to
be expected.

21 years after HK's return to China, despite some declines in scores in
selected international indices, HK stills ranked world's number 1 in
Economic Freedom, and also ranked very well in Personal Freedom.
According to the 2018 Human Freedom Index (the average of
Economic and Personal Freedom Indices), HK ranked world’s
number 3 after New Zealand and Switzerland. HK is still one of the
freest territories in the world.

Though HK's Index (B), the Freedom and Democracy Index, declined
somewhat lately, HK's 2018 score at 7.89 was still high. It was in the
same league as HK's developed neighbours: above Singapore’s 7.56,
but slightly lower than Japan's 8.18, Korea's 8.06, and Taiwan’s 8.26. It
was much higher than Mainland's 5.12, showing that the allegation
of ‘Mainlandisation” is unfounded.

Index (A), evaluations of the HK public, were around 5, the median of
the 0 to 10 scale. Four items have consistently scored higher than 5
in all surveys, namely, maintaining original ways of life, freedom of
speech, judicial independence, legislative independence — these
results suggest that the public holds more positive opinions with
respect to the above four items. On the other hand, five items
scored below 5 in all surveys, namely, a high degree of autonomy in
the executive branch, the successful implementation of

‘Self-Governance, High Autonomy’ principles, progress in
democratisation, the full implementation of 1C2S in the future, and
the ability for the Mainland and Hong Kong to resolve differences via
dialogue and negotiation. The results suggest that the public holds

less positive views with respect to these five items.

In comparison to the evaluations of international thinktanks, the
evaluations of the HK public are less positive, suggesting that the
public is more demanding in their assessments due to their high
expectations of 1C2S. HK's people’s starting point is a system with a
sophisticated legal system that enshrines both rule of law and
personal freedoms, and gradual democratization that had already
been in progress prior to the return to China. These in turn induced
greater expectations amongst the public with respect to
self-governance and human rights enshrined by the Basic Law.
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As will be seen below in section 4, more than 76% of the public
agreed to the continuation of 1C2S after 2047. Support was high
across all groups in HK, including ‘Localists or Self-determinists’, who
are known to be highly critical of 1C2S. Though the public’s current
evaluation of 1C2S is quite critical, the still regard 1C2S as the system
for HK's future.

Though the Index declined from 6.42 in the first round to 6.30 in the
fourth round, it is still well over the median of 5. While 1C2S has
problems in implementation, as could be expected of any
unprecedented system, it is clearly not unworkable. The decline in
the 4th round should be viewed in this context.

2.9 Reasons for declines in Index (A), Index (B),
and the MMI

Change in scores in the indices are likely to be affected by
controversial political events and other landmark events that
occurred since 2017. We list below the major events that occurred
since the last survey in mid-2018. The major events that occurred
between previous surveys from mid-2017 to mid-2018 are listed in
Appendix V.

- Andy Chan Ho Tin, convenor of the pro-independence Hong
Kong National Party, delivered a speech hosted by the Foreign
Correspondents' Club (14 August);

- The Hong Kong National Party was banned cn national security
grounds (24 September);

- Visa renewal of Victor Mallet, the Financial Times' Asia News
Editor and Vice President of the Foreign Correspondents Club
(FCC), was rejected. He had chaired a talk by pro-independence
activist Andy Chan Ho Tin, convenor of the Hong Kong National
Party, at the FCC (5 October);

- Lau Siu Lai, a Democrat who had called for Hong Kong
self-determination, was barred from running the LegCo
by-election (12 October)

- Opening of the Hong Kong-Zhuhai-Macau Bridge (23 October);

- The United States-China Economic and Security Review
Commission recommended the US Congress to assess its export
policy on technology with regard to Hong Kong's status as a
separate customs area (14 November)
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Trial of 9 key figures of the ‘Occupy Central’ movement started
(19 November):

- Public education campaigns to promote the country's
Constitution and Hong Kong's Basic Law were initiated on the
National Constitution Day (4 December);

- Aseries of celebrations of the 40th anniversary of China's reform
and opening up (December); and

- Corruption investigation against Leung Chun-ying, former chief
executive of HKSAR, for receiving a HK$50 million payment from
an Australian engineering firm was dropped due to lack of
sufficient evidence (12 December).

2.9.1 Effect of internal governance not strictly related to
1C2S

Internal governance issues that are not strictly related to 1C25
appear to have important effects on evaluations of the HK public
(Index A) and MM, but do not affect international evaluations (Index
B) as much. It is important to bear this in mind when reading the
findings identified in this Report. For example, in the period before
mid-2018, both MMI and Index (A) performed well despite the many
political controversies that occurred in that period> The
announcement of CY Leung in late 2016 that he would not run for a
second term, and the subsequent election of the new CE had strong
positive effects on MMI that outweighed the effect of the above
controversies. The honeymoon period of the new administration
from mid-2017 to mid-2018 also appeared to have an important
positive effect on Index (A).

The sharp declines in MMI and Index (A) in the second half of 2018
can be attributed to the controversies over the rejection of work visa
for Victor Mallet and also internal governance issues as reflected in

the sharp declines in approval ratings of the government in late 2018.
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5  Thedisqualification of 6 LegCo members from late 2016 to mid-2017, and the sentencing of the 3 student protestors in the Civic Square occupation to prison by

the Court of Appeals on August 2017.
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2.9.2 Biases in evaluations of international think tanks
(Index B)

The attitude of the West towards China has been shifting from
engagement to confrontation as the West increasingly fears that its
supremacy would be challenged by the rise of China. Evaluations of
international think tanks may not be free of western ideological
biases against the rise of China, but they may also reflect genuine
weaknesses in the implementation of 1C2S. Furthermaore, their
effects on international investors cannot be underestimated as HK is
an easy target in the ‘New Cold War".

Much of the negative international evaluation on ‘Rule of Law' in HK
can be attributed to a misunderstanding of the fundamental
concept of 1C2S: HK is not an independent country; It is part of a
Civil Law country but with an independent judiciary that practices
Common Law in relation to self-autonomy issues. The Judiciary also
has power to deal with constitutional issues but it must defer to
interpretations of the Naticnal Constitution and the Basic Law by the
Standing Committee of the National People's Congress. This is
different in nature from courts of Common Law countries but not
uncommon in Civil Law countries. This suggests the HK judiciary has
a higher level of independence and judicial function than many
courts at the district level of other Civil Law countries. This is not a
weakness of the HK judicial system but rather a unique characteristic
of the HK Court under 1C2S that the HKSAR Government needs to
emphasize in the international arena.

Recently, western think tanks have downgraded HK's scores on ‘Rule
of Law/, citing the interpretation of the Basic Law by Beijing in 2016.
However, interpretation of the Basic Law first occurred in 1999 and it
is nothing new. The HK judiciary is still the same judiciary which had
received high scores from western think tanks just a few years back,
and it is as independent as always as demonstrated by recent
prosecutions and convictions of a former Chief Executive and other
high-ranking officials of the HKSAR Government. It appears that
western perceptions of China and HK have changed.
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2.9.3 Suggestions to tackle the misunderstanding on 1C25S

Given the biases and misunderstandings identified above, it is

important for the HKSAR Government to consider spearheading a

concerted effort involving all sectors of HK including the business

community, the academia, professional bodies, and like-minded
think tanks and NGOs to promote the image of HK under 1C2S. Such
effort may include:

Setting up a broadly representative committee to advise the
HKSAR Government on all issues relating to 1C25;

Motivating HK's business communities from western countries
who are willing to defend HK in the international arena;

Establishing a semi-official high-level think tank on external
relations to undertake various private initiatives such as being
responsible for mounting and coordinating outreach efforts,
mobilizing support from all sectors of our and international
communities, and enhancing HK's presence in APEC related
networks;

Promoting, assisting and encouraging local think tanks to
conduct periodical exchanges with influential foreign think
tanks interested in HK affairs, especially the Heritage Foundation
and the CATO-Fraser Institutes, which are sympathetic to HK as
they value economic and personal freedoms highly;

Setting up an early warning system within government to alert
and manage expectation of public on all possible issues which
might affect 1C25S or the perception of quality of governance;

Setting up a system whereby international media would be
timely, fully and properly briefed on issues affecting 1C2S; and

Enhancing HK's presence in APEC related networks and forums,
eg., the APEC Business Advisory Councils (ABAC), APEC Study
Centres, the Pacific Economic Cooperation Council (PECC), and
other tripartite forums that involve business people, academics,
and NGOs in the Asia-Pacific. As a free economy and global city,
HK should find a sympathetic hearing in the vast APEC related
networks in the Asia-Pacific.
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Figure 6
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Rapid trend of de-radicalization and rise of moderation

Figure 6 shows the composition of HK population by political
inclination in the 4 surveys. Moderates, which include ‘Centrists” and
‘No poalitical inclination’, have been the largest group (about 60%),
followed by the Non-establishment supporters (less than 30%), and
Pro-establishment supporters (less than 12%).
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From mid-2017 to the end of 2018, the proportions of Moderates and
Pro-establishment supporters in the population have risen while
that of Non-establishment supporters has declined. As a percentage
of the population, Moderates increased by 5.7 percentage points
(rising from 58.4% to 64.1%); Pro-establishment supporters increased
by 13 percentage points (rising from 10.0% to 11.3%);, but
Non-establishment supporters decreased by 6.6 percentage points
(faling from 283% to 21.7%). The trends indicate rapid
de-radicalisation and the rise of moderation. The change was
especially rapid in the latter half of 2018.
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* Composition of population of Non-establishment supporters
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In Figure 7, Non-establishment supporters are further divided into
Democrats (16% or more) and ‘Others’ (5% or more), which are
mostly Localists or Self-Determinists. Among Non-establishment
supporters, the proportions of Democrats and ‘Others’ (mostly
Localists or Self-Determinists) fell from 21.1% to 16.6% (decreasing by
4.5 percentage points), and from 7.2% to 5.1% (decreasing by 2.1
percentage points) respectively.

The above percentages can be translated into absolute numbers
with reference to the size of the HK adult population. The size of the
mid-2018 population aged 18 and above (excluding foreign
domestic helpers) was 6,099,900. This implies that Moderates and
the Pro-establishment group respectively gained roughly 335,000
and 79,000 supporters, while the Non-establishment group lost
roughly 403,000 supporters. Within the Non-establishment group,
Democrats lost roughly 274,000 supporters while ‘Others’ lost
roughly 128,000 supporters. The Non-establishment group has
rapidly lost supporters to the Moderates and the Pro-establishment
group over the past one and half year. The trend is in line with recent
by-election results and the general perception that the societal
division is improving.
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In our samples, the proportions of Non-establishment supporters
have always been less than 30%. This appears to be at odds with the
54% of votes gained by Non-establishment candidates in the 2016
LegCo election. However, the view of the majority may not be
reflected in election results as the majority do not vote. At the time
of the 2016 LegCo election, the HK adult population (excluding
foreign domestic helpers) was around 6 million. Only 4.8 million
were eligible voters, of whom only 3.8 million registered; and only
2.2 million voted. To put this in perspective, Non-establishment
candidates got 1.19 million votes, which were less than 25% of all
eligible voters and less than 20% of the adult population. People
who do not bother to vote are much more likely to be Moderates
than Non-establishment supporters. As Non-establishment
supporters are more likely to vote and voice their opinions, they
tend to exert a disproportionate influence on the political sentiment
in Hong Kong. In this respect, much of the perceived political
sentiment can be said to be misleading.

3.1 HKU Public Opinion Program (HKUPOP) Surveys on
Political Inclination

Our results on palitical inclination are similar to those of HKUPOP,
which has collected data on political inclination on a bi-weekly basis
since late October 2016. In the HKUPOP surveys, around 30% of
respondents were ‘Inclined towards the Pro-democracy camp’
(@nalogous to our ‘Non-establishment’ group) while 15% or less
were ‘Inclined towards the Pro-establishment camp’ (analogous to
our Pro-establishment’ group. Around half of the respondents were
'Inclined towards the centrist’ (analogous to our ‘Moderates’ group).
The pattern is similar to our surveys: ‘Centrists’ was by far the largest
group, followed by the 'Pro-democracy camp’ and the
"Pro-establishment camp’.

We are not able to test if the trend of de-radicalisation found in our
4 surveys is statistically significant as we only have 4 observations in
time. However, the HKUPOP surveys have accumulated 55 bi-weekly
observations on the proportions of the 3 camps from October 2016
to December 2018. We use this data to study the trend of each camp.
Statistical analysis confirmed that the proportion to population of
the Pro-democracy camp exhibited a decreasing trend that was
statistically significant whereas the proportion to population of the
Centrist camp exhibited an increasing trend that was also
statistically significant. The results are similar to those obtained from
our surveys (Appendix V). However, the proportion of the
Pro-establishment camp did not exhibit a definite trend that was
statistically significant.
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Figure 8
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3.2 De-radicalisation of HK Youths

Figure 8 shows the change in the composition of youths (aged 18 to
29) by political inclination in the 4 surveys. The proportion of
Moderates rose from 50.8% in mid-2017 to 66.4% at the end of 2018
(increasing by 15.6 percentage points) while the proportion of the
Non-establishment group fell from 44.1% to 29.7% (falling by 14.4
percentage points). Within the Non-establishment group, the
proportions of Democrats and ‘Others’ (mostly Localists or
Self-Determinists) fell from 22.6% to 19.6% (falling by 3 percentage
points), and from 21.5% to 10.1% (falling by 114 percentage points).
In absolute numbers, Moderates gained 154,000 youths while the
Non-establishment group lost 143,000 youths, of whom 30,000
were Democrats and 104,000 were 'Other Non-establishment’
supporters. It must be stressed that our result is tentative as the
changes are only notable in the latter half of 2018 (from 3 to 4t
survey). We only observe changes over two points in time.
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2047 BB BEEST [—BmK] (EH23)
Continuation of 1C2S after 2047 (Question 23)

An issue of utmost importance for the future of Hong Kong is the
continuation of 1C2S after 2047. In view of the uncertainty on this
important issue, we introduce two new questions in this round (4
round) of telephone poll to gauge public opinion on the
continuation of 1C2S after 2047.

The great majority of respondents (76.5%) agreed that Hong Kong
should continue to implement 1C2S after 2047. Only 8.1% disagreed,
and the rest (154%) answered ‘don’t know’ The support for
continuation of 1C2S was high across all age groups, educational
attainment, and political inclination.

Figure 9 shows that among Pro-establishment supporters,
Moderates, and Democrats, the percentages of those who agreed to
the continuation of 1C2S were amazingly similar, ranging from 77%
to 79%. Though ‘localists or Self-Determinists’ are known to be
highly critical of 1C2S, 71.9% of the 'Non-establishment: Others’
group still agreed to its continuation. Continuation of 1C2S after
2047 appears to be a common goal across the entire political

spectrum in Hong Kong.
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Figure 9 : Support for continuation of 1C25 by political inclination
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4.1 Conditions that would be favourable to the
continuation of 1C2S after 2047 (Question 24)

If respondents agreed to the continuation of 1C25 after 2017, they
were then asked to choose what conditions would be favourable to
the continuation of 1C2S from the following list (they were allowed
to choose more than 1 item):

i) HongKong's political system democratises further;

i) Hong Kong completing legislation of Article 23;

i) Hong Kong maintaining a high degree of autonomy;

iv) Hong Kong maintaining economic prosperity and stability;

v) Others (please specify).

Figure 10 shows the percentages of respondents who chose each of
the 5 conditions by political inclination. For all respondents,
‘Maintaining a high degree of autonomy’ (33.6%), and ‘Maintaining
economic prosperity and stability’ (31.3%) were close first and
second choices. ‘Political system democratises further’ (19.5%) was a
distant third. ‘Completing legislation of Article 23" (6.5%) came in
last. The pattern of choice was quite pragmatic.
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Figure 10 * Favourable conditions for the continuation of 1C2S after 2047 by political inclination
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The pattern of choice differed by political inclination. ‘Maintaining a
high degree of autonomy’ was the most popular choice for
Non-establishment supporters (36.0%) and Moderates (35.1%).
However, for Pro-establishment supporters, ‘Maintaining economic
prosperity and stability’ (38.2%) was ranked higher than ‘Maintaining
a high degree of autonomy’ (21.9%).

'Political system democratises further’ was the first choice for
‘Localists or Self-determinist’ (40.4%), but it was the last choice for
Pro-establishment supporters (10.7%). ‘Completing legislation of
Article 23’ was the last choice for Moderates (5.5%) and
Non-establishment supporters (0.5%), but it was more important for
Pro-establishment supporters (21.7%). Across different political
inclinations, the consensus for ‘Maintaining a high degree of
economy’ and for ‘Maintaining economic prosperity’ was quite
strong. ‘Political system further democratises’ and ‘Completing

legislation of Article 23" appear to be more controversial.
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WRE [FEAD & [HEA] &G (GEH 12 M1 13)

Public’s identification as ‘Hongkongers’ and as ‘Chinese’ (Questions 12 & 13)

We respectively surveyed how citizens identify themselves, whether
as ‘Hongkongers’ or ‘Chinese’, or both (Table 6). In the telephone

poll,
self-identification, employed 1 to 7 as the rating scale in the survey

many questions including the questions on citizens
process, with 4 as the median. This scale, which is known as the
Likert scale, is commonly adopted for psychological assessments.
This scale was used instead of a 0 to 10 scale as the latter is deemed
too finely graduated and cumbersome for respondents to choose
from. However, to better conform to existing indices — which tend to
be expressed on a 0 to 10 scale (with 5 as the median) - we
converted the results mathematically into the popular 0 to 10 scale
whenever appropriate.
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: Public’s identification as 'Hongkonger’ and ‘Chinese’
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Score 478 (0-10)

2017.6 2017.12 2018.6 2018.12 2017.6 2017.12 2018.6 2018.12
Hongkonger
FEA 5.65 5.76 5.81 5.83 7.75 7.93 8.02 8.06
Chinese
FREIA 4.96 5.00 5.07 5.10 6.63 6.71 6.78 6.83
Members of the public identify themselves strongly as ABomERH TFEA & THEA 5HHEE

'Hongkongers' as well as ‘Chinese’. From the 1% round to the 4%
round, the public’s strength of identification as "Hongkongers' rose
from 5.65 to 5.83 on the 1 to 7 scale (and therefore from 7.75 to 8.06
on the 0 to 10 scale). In the same period, the public’s strength of
identification as 'Chinese’ rose from 4.96 to 5.10 on the 1 to 7 scale
(and therefore from 6.63 to 6.83 on the 0 to 10 scale).

The extent to which the public identified themselves as
'Hongkonger' and ‘Chinese’ can be better demostrated by a scatter
plot. The x-axis in Figure 11 shows the strength of self-identification
as a 'Hongkonger’; the y-axis, self-identification as Chinese. On the 1
to 7 scale, the median is 4, which indicates a moderate level of
identification. Ratings that are higher than 4 indicate relatively
strong identification; ratings that are lower than 4 indicate relatively
weak identification. Figure 11 shows the scatter plot of the 4th round
survey. Citizens identifying themselves very strongly as both
'Hongkongers’ and Chinese represented the largest group in the
sample, with 256 individuals selecting 7 for both categories (26.0%
of the total).
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Figure 11 clearly depicts that most Hong Kong citizens are cognizant
of their double identities as both ‘Hongkongers’ and Chinese. The
patterns of the scatter plots from all 4 surveys are very similar. A
majority of the public (55.9%, 56.1%, 57.5%, and 57.3% respectively in
the 1%, 2", 31, and 4" rounds) have relatively strong identification as
both 'Hongkongers’ and ‘Chinese’, with both identity scores greater
than 4.

: TRASHERERME (AR : 983)

Figure 11 : Public’s identification as 'Hongkonger’ and ‘Chinese’ (sample: 983)
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Figure 12 * Rank correlation of public’s identification (sample: 983)
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Rank correlation of public’s identification
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Coefficient Z4RERARE = 0.174
t-statistic t & EATst = 5.55
p-value p-{B< 0.01
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Identification as Chinese may not be the same as ‘devotion to China),
but identification as both Chinese and ‘Hongkongers' is a
pre-requisite for ‘devotion to China and Hong Kong'. The fact that a
majority of Hong Kong people identify themselves as both
‘Hongkonger' and ‘Chinese’ provides a strong basis for the
implementation of 1C2S.

Statistical analysis showed that there existed a significant positive
correlation  between identification as a Hongkonger and
identification as Chinese, suggesting that the more strongly one
identifies with Hong Kong, the more strongly one also identifies
with China (see Figure 12). The converse also holds. The rank
correlation coefficient was 0.174 and was statistically very significant
at the 99.9% confidence level. This result is similar to those of the
previous 3 surveys. The finding that the two identities as
'Hongkonger' and ‘Chinese’ are mutually reinforcing each other
again provides a strong basis for the implementation of 1C2S.

BE THEA 5HFRGER TBE > TER
KsE THEA & TEEA MESHAZ
TEEEE) NETREE - #E TFBAL M
MPEA EE5MBAAHEER BEE
I—Emfl FIBFIGE -

MEtDINEER > MEMN IFEEBAL & THEAL

SRR 2 RBERNIEARR > BNAEERE T&E A

SmETERR FEA 5 (BE 12) »
R ZINSR % 4% #E B % B (rank correlation
coefficient) %& 0.174 > izt LIEEBEE » ZE
99% WEREKF » RBF=45GAEHEL - HRE
B IE8A & HEA SHBRBEHERE
HMERE —Emfl NEFEE -



5.1 Survey design: Comparison with other public surveys

In HK, there are two types of questionnaire design to track the
self-identity of the public, the ‘dominant identity’ design and the
‘'multiple identity’ design. The ‘dominant identity’ design classifies
identity into two categories, namely ‘'Hongkonger’ and ‘Chinese’, or
four categories by adding two mixed identities (Hong Kong
Chinese’ and 'Chinese Hongkonger’) to the 'Hongkonger' and
‘Chinese” identities. Interviewees are compelled to choose one
identity among the two, or one identity among the four. The
two-category option explicitly assumes that the ‘Hongkonger’ and
‘Chinese” identities are mutually exclusive: the more strongly one
identifies himself as ‘'Hongkonger’, the less strongly one identifies
himself as ‘Chinese’ (and vice versa). Even though the four-category
option admits mixed identities (Hong Kong Chinese’ and ‘Chinese
Hongkonger), it still treats different identities as mutually exclusive:
If proportionally more people choose one category, the proportions
of the other categories must go down. The ‘dominant identity’
design cannot allow for a situation in which the public’s
self-identification as ‘Hongkonger’ and ‘Chinese’ both strengthens
(or both weakens) simultaneously.

Our survey adopts the ‘multiple identity’ design while the majority
of other surveys in HK adopt the ‘dominant identity’ design. One
exception is the HKUPOP survey on self-identity, which adopts both
the ‘dominant identity’ and ‘multiple identity’ designs. Though the
HKUPQOP survey reports the results of both designs, the HK media
focuses its attention on the 'dominant identity’ design as it is more
popular in public surveys.

Our research and analysis suggest that the ‘multiple identity’ design
is more appropriate for two reasons. First, multiple identity is the
norm in HK. An increasing majority of HK citizens identify
themselves strongly as both ‘Hongkongers’ and ‘Chinese’ — to
compel citizens to choose one amongst the four categories (or one
amongst the two categories) can easily lead to bias. Second, in our 4
rounds of surveys, the public’s self-identification as 'Hongkonger’
and ‘Chinese’ has strengthened simultaneously - a fact that cannot
be reflected in the ‘dominant identity’ design.

Figure 11 shows that 45.1% of the public have equally strong
identification with both identities: compelling them to choose one
over another would easily give misleading results. Moreover, in the
scatter plot, the 3 largest groups are those giving equally high scores
of 5,6 or 7 to both identities. The 3 groups together account for
39.4% of our sample.
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Besides possible bias, the 'dominant identity’ questionnaire design
also does not allow researchers to answer the following two
important questions on identity raised in this study:

i) What is the proportion of the public that strongly (or relatively
strongly) identify themselves as both "Hongkonger’ and ‘Chinese™?

i) Aretheidentifications as 'Hongkonger” and ‘Chinese’ correlated?

Though the HKUPOP survey also adopts the ‘multiple identity’
design, it has not released any analyses on the above two issues. To
our knowledge, our survey is the only one that adopts the ‘multiple
identity’ design to analyse the above two impaortant issues.

Our survey finds that, since mid-2017, the public have identified
themselves more strongly as 'Hongkonger” and also as ‘Chinese’. On
the other hand, surveys that adopt the ‘dominant identity’ design
suggest that the strength of identities has gone in opposite
directions:ldentity as 'Hongkonger” has strengthened while identity
as ‘Chinese’ has weakened. This is because the rise in citizens’
identity as ‘Hongkonger’' exceeds the rise in their identity as
‘Chinese’. In such a situation, when interviewees are compelled to
choose one identity over the other, more will choose 'Hongkongers’
over ‘Chinese’. The ‘dominant identity’ design can thus produce
highly misleading results.

5.2 Self-identity as ‘Chinese’ across groups by age, by
educational attainment, and by political inclination in
4 rounds of surveys

Table 7 shows that, in the 4 surveys, all age groups except Young
Adults (18 years to 29 years old), and also all groups by educational
background (from primary level to graduate school), have a
relatively strong identity as '‘Chinese’, with ratings above the
mid-point of 5. The identity as ‘Chinese’ of older age groups (age 50
and over) is significantly higher than that of younger age groups
(age 18 to 49).

Though the identity of Young Adults (18 to 29 years old) as ‘Chinese’
has strengthened slightly to 5.29 from 496 in the last round, it is only
marginally above the mid-point of 5. Policy makers need to work
hard to cultivate national identity among Young Adults.

Across political inclination, Pro-establishment supporters very
strongly identify themselves as ‘Chinese’. The identity as 'Chinese’ of
Pro-establishment supporters is significantly higher than that of
Moderates. Moreover, the identity as ‘Chinese’ of Pro-establishment
supporters has strengthened continuously over the 4 surveys, and
the rise is statistically significant.
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Table 7 : Public’s identification as 'Hongkonger’ and ‘Chinese”
SHAR 7 #(0-10)
Respondents Score (0-10)

2017.6 2017.12 2018.6 2018.12 2017.6 2017.12 2018.6 2018.12
FrEmE All Respondents 979 986 981 983 6.63 6.71 6.78 6.83
Fi 18 to 29 176 169 169 163 4.93 5.06 4.96 5.29
Age 30 to 39 165 166 165 164 5.92 6.26 6.30 6.32
40 1o 49 173 174 172 171 6.73 6.56 6.71 6.58
50 to 59 204 201 201 197 7.06 7.14 Fe3) 7.15
60 to 69 142 147 147 155 7.40 7.57 7.88 7.72
=70 120 129 127 132 8.04 7.70 7.76 8.12
HEREZE NBBLLUT primary or below 125 121 112 95 7.74 8.03 8.00 8.37
Education #H Lower secondary 116 121 111 122 7.26 7.58 7.44 7.58
& Higher secondary 294 295 301 290 6.79 6.54 6.95 6.76
2 FIE2(I Non-degree tertiary 116 116 127 105 6.08 6.49 6.35 6.49
KB EM] Bachelor' sdegree 270 274 275 296 5.70 5.87 6.10 6.24
22k Postgraduate degree 55 53 49 67 7.08 6.64 6.17 6.42
BUA1ER Bk Pro-establishment 98 95 101 111 8.86 9.43 9.50 9.54
Political B Moderates 569 592 603 630 6.93 7.09 7.18 7.12
Inclination FEESIIR Non-establishment 279 263 248 214 5.16 4.63 4.50 4.40
Her . BEJR of which: Democrats 207 198 184 163 5.74 5.16 5.16 5.05
HA © HAIEERHIIR of which: Others 72 65 64 ol 3.50 3.01 2.61 2.31
Hth Others 30 34 29 26 6.33 7.61 8.55 8.45

Moderates identify themselves strongly as ‘Chinese’, with a rating of
around 7. As for Non-establishment supporters, their identity as
‘Chinese” is weak and is significantly lower than that of Moderates.
Moreover, their identity has weakened continuously over the 4
surveys, and the fall is statistically significant.

the

identification of Democrats as ‘Chinese’ is slightly above the

Among  Non-establishment  supporters, strength  of
mid-point of 5, but the strength of their identification has fallen. The
‘Others’ group (mostly Localists/Self-Determinists) has a very weak
identity as ‘Chinese’. Moreaver, their identity has weakened further
over the 4 surveys, and the fall is statistically significant. The political
divide between the Pro-establishment and Non-establishment
groups in national identity is deep and widening. This is a cause for

concern.
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Attitudes towards initiating Article 23 public consultation (Question 10)

Figure 13 shows the percentage distribution of attitudes towards B13BTHE - T = RIARANENE DL D
initiating public consultation for Article 23. Opinions were highly fii - TERHMEEmMBRY - R DET INRE > &
polarised. The largest two groups were those choosing the 2 ZHEEEMEIRKRER  22%RF5 TIFERA
extremes: 22% chose "Very unnecessary’ (rating of 7), and 14.1% E1 (19) > 14.1%R% TFEFERE) (7
chose “Very necessary’ (rating of 1), while the groups choosing less ) EEIFBIREE (2FE65) WAEEBD
extreme ratings (2-6) were smaller (ho more than 13%). (F%r13%) -°

13 HETHZHRIDEEIHNEE (BB LS )

Figure 13 : Percentage distribution of attitudes towards initiating public consultation for Article 23
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Percentage distribution of attitudes towards initiating public consultation for Article 23

Very necessary FERE7EZ 7 NG 14.1%
Necessary B7EE 6 [N 7.0%
Somewhat/slightly necessary B1/f2EAE 5 NN 12.8%
Neutral/half-half tra/—4 4 [N 12.8%
Somewhat/slightly unnecessary By AE 3 NG 12.9%
Unnecessary A% 2 [IHININGEEEEEEEEEEE 13.0%

Very unnecessary FEFFAE 1 [INEEGG—— 22.0%
0% 5% 10% 15% 20% 25%

E 3 G S Dy v Ep)

Table 8 : Attitudes towards initiating Article 23 consultation

2017.6 2017.12 2018.6 2018.12

Relatively Necessary lEEREBE 35.5% 37.1% 34.5% 34.0%
Relatively Unnecessary EEEEAE 45.5% b 6% 45.3% 47.9%
Don 't Know FEA1E 5.9% 5.2% 5.5% 5.3%
Net Value 7#{& -10.6% -7.7% -11.4% -14.7%
Mean Score Y1953 4.74 4.66 4.49 4.37

Net value: Percent who chose ‘Relatively Necessary' less percent who chose ‘Relatively Unnecessary’

FE: AR HEBRERE AP LRAERA HERERAR ) AL

Mean Score goes from 0 to 10. Higher score means greater necessity
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Table 9

Table 8 summarizes the pattern of attitudes in the 4 surveys.
Respondents who chose ratings above (below) the median of 4
were combined into a group named 'Relatively necessary’
(Relatively unnecessary’). In all 4 surveys, opinions are divided
without a clear majority: Slightly less than half chose ‘Relatively
unnecessary’ while slightly more than a third chose ‘Relatively
necessary’.

Over time, there is a slight rise in 'Relatively unnecessary’ over
‘Relatively necessary’. Policy makers should exercise caution in
approaching this subject in view of the deep polarisation.

The reason for such division plausibly is due to the fact that a
considerable proportion of the public is strongly opposed to having
Article 23 legislated at all, and hence is opposed to any consultation,
whilst those in favour hold that — given the inevitability of Article
23's legislation under the Basic Law, it is marginally better to have at
least some consultation, as opposed to none.

Compared with Moderates, Pro-establishment supporters are more
inclined towards ‘Very necessary, whilst Non-establishment
supporters are more inclined towards 'Very unnecessary’. Moderates
are divided: Their opinions are close to that of the community as a
whole.

B O(EAZ) madsk (CEH11)

7Knowledge of Basic Law (Question 11)

The mean score of public’s self-rating of its familiarity with the Basic
Law rose continuously from 4.45 in the 1° survey to 4.69 in the 4
survey, and the rise was statistically significant. However, the rating is
still below the median of 5, indicating that the public’s knowledge of
Basic Law is still inadequate.

¢ B(EAE)I

+ Attitudes towards initiating Article 23 consultation
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2017.6 2017.12 2018.6 2018.12
Good Knowledge s2:8iBI% 29.1% 30.2% 32.6% 34.9%
Little Knowledge s8I % 47.6% 44.8 43.6% 42.0%
Don 't Know PEA13E 0.4% 0.8%% 1.2% 1.0%
Net Value JB{& -18.6% -14.7% -11.2% -7.1%
Mean Score Y97 4.45 4.53 4,64 4,69

Net value: Percent who chose ‘Good Knowledge' less percent who chose ‘Little Knowledge’

BE: SR TRHEEFR NESLRESH EHEENR EDL

Mean Score goes from 0 to 10. Higher score means better knowledge
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Whose responsibility is it when conflicts arise

between Hong Kong and the Mainland? (Question 14)

Table 10 shows that when asked to allocate blame between the
Mainland and Hong Kong when conflicts arise in the
implementation of 1C2S, roughly half selected Equally Responsible’
across all 4 surveys. Meanwhile, around a quarter of the public
suggested that the Mainland was responsible while 1/6 assigned the
responsibility to HK. Since the 2" round, there has been a very small
shift in net blame towards the Mainland (Net Value rose from 79% in
2" round to 9.8% in 4% round).

Comparing the 1st survey with the latter 3 rounds, public opinion
moved towards polarisation: Those who chose ‘Equally responsible’
fell, while the proportions of those who held that the responsibility
lay either with the Mainland or with HK both rose. In other words,
more people were blaming either the Mainland or Hong Kong. The

trend is worrisome.

As expected, Pro-establishment supporters tend to blame HK while
Non-establishment supporters tend to blame the Mainland. Among
Moderates, a declining majority (declining continuously from 65.9%
in the 1% round to 58.4% in the 4™ round) held that both parties were
equally to blame. Opinions within Moderates were also polarising.

The results suggest that both the Central Government and HKSAR
Government ought to reflect on its own responsibility for deadlocks

and conflicts between the two.
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Table 10 : Whose responsibility is it when conflicts arise between Hong Kong and the Mainland
2017.6 2017.12 2018.6 2018.12

The Mainland A ith 24.1% 26.5% 26.1% 27.2%
Hong Kong &4 15.4% 19.0% 18.1% 17.4%
Equally responsible— 54.5% 49.0% 50.7% 50.8%
Don 't Know FEAI13E 6.0% 5.5% 5.1% 4.7%
Net Value J$& 9.3% 7.9% 8.0% 9.8%
Mean Score 953 5.02 4.92 4.98 5.06

Net Value: Percent who chose ‘The Mainland’ less percent who chose 'Hong Kong’

BE: SURE TRt NESIRERAE 158 (aott

Mean Score goes from 0 to 10. Scores higher (lower) than 5 means greater responsibility lies with the Mainland (Hong Kong)
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PEEH MR LA St G WR R (EH15)

Impact of Carrie Lam’s appointment as CE on societal division (Question 15)

Those who chose ‘Decreased’ vastly exceeded those who chose
‘Increased’. From the 2™ to the 4™ round, those who chose
'Decreased’ fell while those who chose ‘Increased’ or ‘Unchanged’
both rose. The gap or Net Value between 'Decreased’ & 'Increased’
fell, indicating that the favourable impact on societal division of
Carrie Lam's appointment as CE waned. This is consistent with the

decline in the CE approval ratings in other surveys in 2018.
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HE_REEMNGBRAE > FH THY) AKT
o 504 THRN) 50 TEE) MABLEA - TH
D F T8N MR EESFERE 0 BT
HAM EEHT MM AN ERES - &
RE01SFHEREFHMBAE TEARFT -

B S H SRR S
: Impact of Carrie Lam’s appointment as CE on societal division
2017.12 2018.6 2018.12
Decreased &/ 49.0% 42.1% 37.5%
Increased &1 7.6% 9.1% 12.4%
Unchanged & 41.0% 46.5% 47.6%
Don 't Know PEA138 2.4% 2.3% 2.4%
Net Value J#{& 42.6% 33.1% 25.1%

Net Value: Percent who chose '‘Decreased’ less percent who chose ‘Increase’

FE R DAY ASEER R eI BEStt
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Emigration and confidence in 1C2S (Questions 16 & 17)

Table 12 shows public’'s emigration plans in the 4 surveys. Those
who had 'No plans’ to emigrate vastly exceeded those who ‘Have
plans’. Over time, there has been a slight fall in those who have 'No
plans’ to emigrate and a slight rise in those who "Have plans’.

RIBATHTREMNBASHBRASE - TET
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Table 12 : Public's emigration plans
2017.6 2017.12 2018.6 2018.12
No Plans 4T & 85.3% 86.4% 86.1% 84.0%
Have PlansE$] & 13.6% 12.6% 13.0% 14.9%
Don 't Know FE4138 1.0% 0.9% 0.9% 1.2%
Net Value J#{& 71.7% 74.5% 73.1% 69.1%

Net Value: Percent who chose ‘No Plans' less percent who chose ‘Have Plans’

FE A TRITE NENRERR TETE Eatt

1C2S Overview : Public Survey and Index Construction
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Table 13 shows the percentages of different groups who plan to
emigrate due to lack of confidence in 1C2S. Compared to the last
survey, the Emigration Ratio (planning to emigrate due to lack of
confidence in 1C2S) of the public rose from 9.2% to 11.2%. For
Moderates and Non-establishment supporters, the Ratios increased
respectively from 6.8% to 9.3%, and from 199% to 23.8%. The
Emigration Ratios of Non-establishment supporters were much
higher than those of Moderates and Pro-establishment supporters.
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In the latest survey, the Emigration Ratio of ‘Non-establishment:
Others' (30.3%) was 3 times that of Moderates (9.3%).

®13 : AET—EWGL®RZEOM SRR
Table 13 : Public’s emigration plans due to lack of confidence in 1C25 by political inclination
ESESEIPN BRI
All Respondents Emigration Ratio
2017.6 2017.12 2018.6 2018.12 2017.6 2017.12 2018.6 2018.12
EHK Pro-establishment 101 97 105 111 1.0% 0% 0% 0%
AR Moderates 080 600 617 637 7.9% 59.8% 6.8% 9.3%
FERR K Non-establishment 279 265 248 215 14.3% 16.8% 19.9%  23.8%
Hrp . EEIR of which: Democrats 207 200 184 164 14.0% 14.3% 14.9% 21.8%
Heh | HfthIEERHIIR of which: Others 72 65 b4 51 15.3% 24.6% 34.3% 30.3%
Others Hfh 33 35 30 28 3.1% 2.5% 3.2% 0.0%
Total BEHR 996 998 1000 991 8.8% 8.0% 9.2% 11.2%

FroHmAETH > BN (—EmH) BZE0mst
BBRE > S9%BIURFIK - 39%/BHRIFES
& o RIPBAE > EREATEBEENAZ
AFEBEIFBERNAY -ERGERBEE—ES
EEE > BE/NOEE - BIKEBERS DM
BBR > —FEAIESHD REF&ES KR
W B—FEMNHUESECIEEGR - NGE
TEMtr) WIEHEEE > AIEBREERAE
GREEHEAREE  MEN M SR
|3$u

In the 4th survey, among those who plan to emigrate due to their
lack of confidence in 1C2S, 59% were Moderates, and 39% were
Non-establishment supporters. Past studies have suggested that
surveys often inaccurately amplify the number of individuals who
seek to emigrate, for only a fraction of those who express interest in
emigrating eventually do so in reality — as such, caution should be
exercised in interpreting the findings, though they still provide
valuable reference of the degree and extent of concern. Amongst
Moderates, those who confess to having plans to emigrate due to
their lack of confidence in 1C2S may do so due to — on one hand -
their disillusionment towards the Central Government and the
Pro-Establishment, but also — on the other hand - disillusionment
towards perceived instability caused by the Non-establishment
supporters, or ‘Yellow Ribbons’; the latter may cause disaffection
amongst the Moderates due to the perceived damage of radical
politics on the rule of law and Hong Kong's economy. Neither of the
possibilities above could be ruled out.
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Attitudes towards the Greater Bay Area (GBA) and the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI)

Table 14 shows that the public is not familiar with the GBA. Over
time, there has been a slight rise in ‘Familiar’ and slight fall in
"Unfamiliar’ (Question 19). More promotion of the GBA is needed.

RIABATTHRHEANEERH TR - LB L& -
TR ML TERRBUR) T (B
H19) - BBBRAEEREELEME -

 HEERAEENDR
Table 14 : Familiarity with the GBA

2018.6 2018.12

Familiar s34 8 % 24.5% 26.6%
Unfamiliar 5258 #0% 55.5% 54.9%

Don 't Know IEA1:E 1.3% 1.2%

Net Value Z{& -31.4% -28.6%

Mean Score 197> 3.85 3.94

* 15

Net Value: Percent who chose ‘Familiar’ less percent who chose ‘Unfamiliar’

FE R ERHER) NEOLRESR S RHEESR) NEatt

Mean Score goes from 0 to 10. Higher score means greater familiarity

FHAH0ELD  Ba a0 N RDEAAR

Table 15 shows that the majority agreed to HK's participation in the
development of the GBA in both rounds of surveys (Question 20).
Pro-establishment supporters’ agreement to participation was high
and rising: Their mean score increased from 8.1 to 87 and the
increase was statistically significant. Moderates were mildly positive:

RISBTAZUTREMRASTIZIHELESH
ARE@ER (BEH20) BHIKBISZTHERS
BIETELH > F0H810FAES T FHBERL
st EREE KT < BHIKMEAEZS : MWTDERE
6.47) - BIFRFIKBBAXFERERRE © 57

Their mean scores in both rounds were 64. However, TH5.490 FTBEE4.65 o

Non-establishment supporters switched from mild agreement to

mild disagreement: Their mean score fell from 5.4 to 4.6.

EARSSREERABRER?

Table 15 : Should HK participate in the development of the GBA?
2018.6 2018.12

Agree 37§ 56.4% 54.0%
Disagree f ¥ 23.6% 24.7%
Don 't Know PEA138 7.0% 7.2%
Net Value 3M& 35.4% 31.6%
Mean Score Y3970 6.30 6.27

Net Value: Percent who chose ‘Agree’ less percent who chose ‘Disagree’

BE 13RS SR WEDLERES A TR MEDLE

Mean Score goes from 0 to 10. Higher score means stronger agreement

FHAHOEL D AE IR RUZR

1C2S Overview : Public Survey and Index Construction

B #5 0 RS AT RIS
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Table 17
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11.1 Willingness of living or working in other cities of GBA
(Question 21)

Table 16 shows that, in the 4™ survey, only 13.0% of the public would
consider moving there; another 13.4% may consider moving, but
62.6% would not consider moving. Over time, there is a slight rise in
‘Willing” and a sight fall in 'Not willing'.

I EEANEREASE RN ER

: Willingness of living or working in other cities of the GBA

11.1 giAERRAKEEEMINTREERERN
= (EQ21)

Bll6RETHENBAETF > RF13.00NTREEE

EREAREEEMEHEERERE > 13.4%NET

EE > B62.6% T EERE - (LEMBAT > (FE

&l RIS EFH o TREEE] B TME-

2018.6 2018.12
Willing &&= 12.2% 13.0%
Not willing ~& £ & 63.1% 62.6%
Maybe s & 11.9% 13.4%
Don 't Know PEAN3E 12.8% 11.0%
Net Value 3{& -51.0% -49.5%

Net Value: Percent who chose ‘Willing’ less Percent who chose ‘Not willing’

BE: G5B NESIRE TMEEE) NE Dt

Table 17 shows a significant change in the willingness of youths (age
18 to 29) to live or work in other cities of the GBA since mid-2018. In
the 3rd survey in mid-2018, only 8.1% of youths were willing to live or
work in other cities of the GBA, the lowest ratio among all age
groups. The attitude of youths changed rapidly in 6 months. At the
end of 2018, 14.9% of youths expressed willingness to live or work in
the GBA, the highest ratio among all age groups; while 48.8% were
unwilling to do so, the lowest ratio ameng all age groups. The fall in
net unwillingness of youths was large (19%), and the change was
statistically significant. This is consistent with the de-radicalisation of
HK youths.

EFF(18E9 R AFEBREEEMEHETRNERNER
: Willingness of youths (age 18 to 29) to live or work in other cities of the GBA

RITERW2018FH#E » FFE (18F295%) bk
REEBEREENEEEREE - 120184
THE=HATT > REL.1IWHNETESEERE
AEEFEANERE > RILARBNEEEMER o/~
BE%  BSENBESE - ZEK - 149%HNFE
TEEFE > BHLARSHNERER ; 48.80F g
ERE > BLLARBEMNFERAR c SENTEEE
REARBTRE (19%) @ BRIBEZEGST EHREEX
oo EMFRY R BB ETE o

2018.6 2018.12
Willing &% & 8.1% 14.9%
Not willing ~& E & 61.0% 48.8%
Maybe 3% 15.0% 23.5%
Don 't Know FEA13E 15.9% 12.7%
Net Value J#{E -52.9% -33.9%

Net Value: Percent who chose ‘Willing’ less percent who chose ‘Not willing’

BE: TEER NESRE ITeEE WEDt
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Table 15

11.2 Should HK take part in the development of the BRI?
(Question 22)

Table 18 shows that the majority in both the 3rd and 4th surveys
supported the development of BRI. Over time, the net support fell
from 37.6% to 26.2%. This may be related to the problems that the
BRI encountered in a number of countries.

As expected, Pro-establishment supporters were highly positive:
their mean score increased from 8.10 to 8.65. Moderates remained
mildly positive although their mean score fell slightly from 6.46 to
6.22. Non-establishment supporters switched from being mildly
positive to mildly negative: Their mean score fell from 546 to 4.01.

 FART2H—H—BIER

: Hong Kong's participation in the development of the BRI

112 EHETSH 808 ¥R

(f8H22)
RIBETE=NFENHEAETF » THTRIE
—#—iK) BE - FLI5EHIT.c THE
26.2% > OIRERRMETT T—H—R8) By BE04R
BREFEEZHAR

BRI ENTEREEIER - 579 Hs8.10
DFEB.659) o« BHIKERZFE » B0 H6.46%
MEkE6.225)  IFEFIRBEAZHEAIERR
> SO H5.46 0B E4.0159 ©

2018.6 2018.12
Support Z#F 56.5% 53.1%
Oppose [ ¥t 21.6% 28.3%
Don 't Know FB41E 7.1% 5.6%
Net Value F{E 37.6% 26.2%
Mean Score Y3953 6.37 6.02

Net Value: Percent who chose ‘Support’ less percent who chose ‘Oppose’

BE: SR A SLEE TRE) BEDT

Mean Score goes from 0 to 10. Higher score means stronger support

FYOH0ELND e RERAZ R

1C2S Overview : Public Survey and Index Construction

T—EmE 85 REBERESREE
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11.3 Summary of attitudes towards GBA and BRI

To summarise, Pro-establishment supporters and Moderates, who
together constitute over 75% of the adult population, agreed that
HK should take partin the GBA and the BRI whereas the attitude of
Non-establishment supporters turned negative. The political divide
between Non-establishment supporters and the majority of the
public was increasing. Non-establishment supporters appeared to

see the GBA and BRI as schemes that would threaten HK's autonomy.

Though participation in the GBA and BRI had widespread support,
the public was not familiar with the GBA, pointing to the need for
more efforts in promotion. The proportion of the public that would
or may consider moving to other cities in the GBA to live, work, or
retire was still small (@around a quarter), but the proportion was rising.
The rise in willingness among youths was especially strong. This
shows that efforts to promote the integration of the GBA has bear
some fruits.

FERE Tl IR 328 RO AS T 195 A

Disaffection of Non-establishment supporters

Our surveys indicate that Non-establishment supporters in HK
appear to be increasingly alienated. Besides their high and rising
Emigration Ratios, and their low and falling evaluations of 1C2S, their
identity as ‘Chinese’ has also fallen, contrary to the trend of the
majority. Their attitudes towards the Greater Bay Area and the Belt
and Road Initiative have increasingly diverged from that of the
majority.

Notwithstanding the fact that Non-establishment supporters are in
the minority, they play a key role in elections. In fact, as they are
more likely to vote and voice their opinions, they command around
half of the votes in most elections and are influential in shaping
public opinion. Their increasing disaffection is a serious social and
political issue that the Central government and the HKSAR
government must take careful note.

11.3 HERRAZEM (—FH K81 8
ENRRARAE
MmEz EFURECEMIRKGREADBS
5% MM AEBEZSHEBRNEEMN
T—H—B8) MR - AT » PRI FHER
EEBBaE  MANFEIAEBRENEEMN
—#%—EK1 BISSEBNB TR -

HATREZZFEHSHEBAREEN T—
W) BE TBGANERRAEERHE T
FBNEERAENRESH TR g1 M

lEDT TRATEBRKNEERNEMBETE
£~ TSR MAILEAIH/N (W@sZz—) - F
BIETEREM - EPMEAENEEF - 1BIB155 8
B BT EEBRRNERREN ITFE—EM
2 e

FFRFDR S FHE LT RRE MBI | MFIR%
RIEXmSE LA - B T—EWH BFEES
BT & THEA WEDEEOAERE R
ERATHESZER - PIHERRNEEM
M—%—K ERMNINETRAXZHMATED

BAFEFRKBELOY > TARBERIEEREE -
MAETEABDEERNFO—FNER > HRE
BAZE - PN RHEAR > EBPRK
MR EBNRERANREHERBUAME o
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Appendix I

Alternative Methods of Constructing Index (A)

Index (A), the composite score of 1C2S from public’s evaluation, is
computed from scores of 9 dimensions. Conceptually, there are
different ways to combine the 9 dimensions into a composite score.
We have chosen the method of simple average, which simply gives
an equal weight to each dimension. Conceptually, simple average
may not be the best as different dimensions may carry different
weights. Here, we compare the method of simple average to two
alternatives methods that are more sophisticated, namely, Principal
Component Analysis and Factor Analysis. Table 1 shows the scores
of Index (A) computed by the three methods. The results of the
three methods are highly similar and we adopt the simple average
as it is the most common and most easily understood.

: FEA AR SR AT (R AR 1 901)

: Score constructed from public survey with different methods (sample: 901)

Score g3 (1-7)

BFHAREERTRS —Embl N&EGHE A
NELEEER - ERNEBBAERGESTD
ERS EETEAN - HARBTHEFHH
REERBEEAR - B L - TREETAE
TRLLE  HEFHBRLERINER S
RUBMERMEERENS RGBT
8 DB MO DM 8B TEFHH - &L
RU=ZBA G EIEHARNT 2 BRIEEMAL
FUAEMPARARERMRE ZERNGETY
B o

Score 5743 (0-10)

Simple Average fESSF 1981
Principal Component Analysis 53 94
Factor Analysis I 534

3.90 4.84
3.90 4.84
3.86 4.76

The results of all three methods are highly similar, largely due to the
clustered nature of the public’s assessments of the nine dimensions
(cf. the distributions of the nine dimensions are highly correlated),
which causes the core components or sub-items across all three
methods to be highly similar.

Simple average (of the nine dimensions)

This is the most common method employed in constructing indices
— its strength lies in its parsimony and accessibility; its weakness is
that it assigns equal weighting to all items (j.e. it assumes equal
importance for all items).

—BAARFNER oA > BEEHAKRTR
HABERBNTOEELU (WERERNDGFS
EAER) > BEUHRIEAOHTIERNFE=RER
&+ o8 o

BT (hEHEE)
EERFEHEMREANS L  BRHEBELRER
HE > REEREMEEBHRAZEEE (BIFFE
HEMEERS) -



Principal component analysis

Principal component analysis is a statistical method that processes
and simplifies data; it is the standard scientific method employed in
constructing indices. Through statistical analysis, it extracts the data
set's principal components and identifies their weights in a way that
best explains the variations across the data; its flaw lies in the
complex calculations involved, which render the method
inaccessible to laypersons. After complex calculations, we have
found that there is negligible difference between results arrived at
by using the average approach, and the results acquired via Principal

component analysis.

Factor analysis

Factor analysis extracts commeon factors from the data, and it shares
a similar methodology with Principal component analysis. Its
strength lies in its ability to identify hidden and representative
factors amongst the many variables and group variables of a similar
nature and converting the same into a common factor, which
reduces the total number of variables. Its weakness is that its
complex calculations are difficult to navigate for laypersons. After
complex calculations, we have found that there is negligible
difference between the results arrived at by using the average
approach, and the results acquired using factor analysis.

Given the similarity of the results from all three methods, we
adopted the simplest and most commonly used method - i.e. the
average of the nine dimensions — in constructing the Index.

EMA

IR D DM BB I BUER R A 5t 0T
RUMBANREIEBOVRES L  HG %R
BRARMBETRHESHE  USHBBENIZR
DHEHEMEE  BMEBBEEIENAMERS
WMBFERRENEL > BHEAEER > —
MABLEE - KBREFER > RAFREN
DONEBBETHYUFREGHNER - REMTE
BHER -

EF

HAF DT 2R BB RRRNMEEFRGS 5E
RWEIEDDTEL > REMERUESRE
EFHHBREEREARENETF  #ERESE
NWEERA—ERTF ML EENHE » &)
HEFETOEE > IMTATEUERD - KIBK
'/t ER  BABEREFONRBEFLIIHAE
HWER » REMTRENESR -
AR=EANFERBERER T OB - RAER
=B EERANTTE BN ESEEE TR
fwml T—Emml) fe8 e

Appendix | Alternative methods of constructing Index (A)

MiER| HBAR FEMREIS



‘ONE COUNTRY TWO SYSTEMS' INDEX M—Effhl ) 358 |

B &% 11

BT RS H RS & TR A hdEg

Appendix II

Updating the Economic Freedom Index and
Personal Freedom Index

Index (B) is the average of 3 indices, namely, the Economic Freedom
Index and Personal Freedom Index of CATO-Fraser Institutes, and
the Democracy Index of the EIU (Economic Intelligence Unit). There
is no need to update the Democracy Index as it already reflects
conditions in 2018. The Economic Freedom and Personal Freedom
Indices of CATO-Fraser only reflect conditions in 2016. These two
indices are updated based on ‘Comparable International Indices’
(henceforth Comparable Indices). The methods used are detailed
below.

Economic Freedom Index

The Comparable Index used is the Heritage Foundation’s Economic
Freedom Index, which reflects conditions up to 2018. We first
calculate the percentage changes in the Comparable Index from
2016 to 2017, and from 2016 to 2018; then we apply these
percentages to the 2016 Economic Freedom Index of CATO-Fraser to
obtain the updated scores of 2017 and 2018.

Personal Freedom Index

The Personal Freedom Index has 7 components. The Comparable
Index for each of the 7 components are listed in Table 1. For each of
the 7 components, we first calculate the percentage change in the
corresponding Comparable Index from 2016 to 2017, then we apply
the percentage to the 2016 score of that component to obtain the
updated score of 2017. Updating to 2018 is not yet possible as the
latest Comparable Indices only reflect conditions in 2017.

IE#BE EEE/mEE ~ MEABRER
X TEXE# —BIEENTHES - EMIBRRH
BRFEMZERT (Cato Institute) RIEDFIZCAR
(Fraser Institute) #&fl > E=1BEHBIHEE
BASESRH - TEFEH BERM2018FH
B 0 FRLUBZEE A o RICHZERT EIED TR
B TEEHREE & MEABHRIEH Rk
2016 MBI » LLMIBTE S B RN E RIS 8
(IFBIEFEISE) B - EFMAEWT o

Fcbd==zE =
MHEEEAGRESEN REEHIEE ' R
BR2018EF BN - It EABREIERAL201658 2
2017FER2016FE2018FNE D&Y » HZ2ER
HRIEHEMKIEDHEMN TEEEHBIE
U o WTMBH2017E R 2018 ©

MEABHEE)

MEAABHES HEETFEBMAN > R1FEHE
B FIEENEREIEE - Bt ESEEREHET
2016 E2017THEN B D& L » B2 ERNRZT
THE2016FME D » WMEH201TENFTD o
R NEREIEHME RIR2017TEMER » FrX
REEFHE2018%F ©
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* Comparable Indices for Components of Personal Freedom Index

Components of Personal Freedom Index Comparable Indices
MEABBES FEHE RIS
Rule of Law %78 Relevant sub-indices from World Justice Project's Rule of Law Index
Security and Safety 222 HRIEHRHEE NEGIE#L ZEMFEE!
Movement BHEEH Relevant sub-indices from Freedom House's Freedom in the World Report
Religion SR B H BEHZR BREHEATRES) 2E/mFEE?
Association, Assembly, & Civil Society
i EERARME AR
Expression and Information Ss@ B H Reporters Without Borders' World Press Freedom Index

mE R E T2 AmRER

Identity and Relationships TR 2E) Kz Rf & Relevant sub-index from Freedom House's Freedom in the World Report
BEHZR BREHEATRES) 2HE/[FEE?

We use the same indicators in the Personal Freedom Index to measure the rule of law, which consists of procedural justice, civil justice and criminal justice from
World Justice Project’s Rule of Law Index. Security and safety are comparable with the score on "Order and Security’.

HFIRAR MEABRIEM ARNERUEE NEE) - IHRIERER DEAEY WEFASR REERNERETD; %2 2R KFRAR] BT
4o

The freedom of movement is corresponding to the score on ‘G1. Do individuals enjoy freedom of movement, including the ability to change their place of
residence, employment, or education?’; religion freedom is corresponding to the score on 'D2. Are individuals free to practice and express their religious faith or
nonbelief in public and private?’; and the freedom of association, assembly, and civil society is corresponding to the score on ‘E. Associational and Organizational
Rights'.

NBHERE) 2/ (6l AREEZEBIESH  SENEEF MENAENES?) 95F0; IRHEH) 2R D2 ARESELRILASE BB EN
TRETHEMHIEM 21 89570 R MEH - ETRARMTEA) 28 B AR RABBER) 89575

The freedom of identity and relationships is corresponding to the score on ‘G3. Do individuals enjoy personal social freedoms, including choice of marriage
partner and size of family, protection from domestic violence, and control over appearance?”.

MERERRMEE) 28 163 ARERSEAAARZAR SFEREERNSRRXEAR RREMBORAEREING?) 09575

Appendix Il Updating the Economic Freedom Index and Personal Freedom Index
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Appendix III

1C2S Index: Estimated Scores before Updating

Figure 1 shows scores of Index (B) in the previous 3 reports which
were estimated with data available then. They are slightly different
from those in Figure 3 in Section 2, which are latest updates.

Scores of Index (A) shown below are the same as those in Figure 3 in
Section 2. Scores of the 1C2S Index, which is the average of Indices
(A) and (B), are slightly different from those in Figure 3 in Section 2 as
Index (B) has not been updated.

The differences in scores of Index (B) and the 1C2S Index due to
updating are negligible.

1  FOREREDY M —EIm 58
Figure 1 : 1C2S Index in 4 Reports

BlIRTBE=ZMRE L BRNERTFHNEET
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Appendix IV

Construction of 1C2S Mass Media Index (1C2S MMI)

Our sample consists of around 132,600 newspaper articles related to
1C2S from 21 local daily newspapers that were published between
April 1998 and December 2018. The number of articles processed in
each newspaper is listed in Table 1.

Each article undergoes a ‘tokenisation’ process whereby articles are
segmented into words/phrases (often referred to as tokens) via a
computer algorithm. In the sample period of approximately 21
years, our text corpus contains around 66 million tokens. From this
massive dataset, common words that are inconsequential to the
understanding of news articles, such as ‘', ‘%", ‘B3, are first removed
before further analysis.

To determine the sentiment of an article, words are categorised as:
‘pasitive), ‘negative’ or ‘neutral’ (not a sentiment word). A positive
word is then given a sentiment score of 1, a negative word is
assigned a score of -1, and a neutral word has a score of 0. The
classification scheme adopted is given by the sentiment dictionary
for Traditional Chinese words developed by Ku et al. (2009)." The
number of words processed each year since 1998 is given in Table 2.

The positive, or negative as the case may be, sentiment of a
paragraph is quantified via a count of the number of positive
(negative) words it contains, adjusted by the its total word count.
The sentiment score of an article is calculated as the average
difference between positive and negative proportions among
constituent paragraphs. 1C2S MMI is derived as an index that
captures the weighted average sentiment score among newspapers
in a given month. The base month of set at July 2017 to indicate 20
years after the establishment of Hong Kong Special Administrative
Region. Table 1 reveals substantial differences in the number of
news articles published by newspapers during the sample period.
Article count of a newspaper alone could be an insufficient
representation of its influence and perceived importance among
readers. To ensure 1C25 MMI's reliability, the sentiment score for
each newspaper is further weighted by public perceptions of its
credibility based on the survey ‘Public Evaluation on Media
Credibility’ conducted by Centre for Communication Research, The
Chinese University of Hong Kong. The time series of MMI since 2015
is given in Table 3.

I—EmS EiEEHENER B EHRR
BE1998F4HE2018F12 M > kA AHM21
A BEREANT T—EIMmEl - 49132,60015 3RS KT
o RIBTNSHREMEFINEHE -

HMIMSEXEET 951 (tokenization) -
EAEMBEE I EDMRAER (token » BEH
EEEE) o BRI B2 1ENERAEAMERE
BEAK6,600BEER o FE—FOITEEREXR
HEREZH > KA LSREERXENE
BEE (W TFHy ~ TR ~ TH1 ) - BTH
Al— BN ENELE > BRMRBEERE - TEg
RRIE% (2009) FIEMEERPIGETH 10
BhlS%EA TE@Em) ~ TRz GEFERA) =
ram) - NE@m) WEFAELS > THiL) B0
5o TEE 819 - RMESSEREENXF
Y

o

i

RAEAESREFRESNE AEENHE &
RXENBET DA ERBEEFHAREN
BEe —EWmf BEEUAAERFRBEXE
BBy - BMATR2017TETH - EHS
100 » LURSEEIR20FFRE R - R1ALUE
3 AERBATIENXEHEHREEL -
It AEBXEBHEFRUZRTRABEHEE
HRHNFZEN - AR EN » AEEERAR
EEANAREREAREFAEFL TRHEFE
RIENNFD 1 BENREMBETONME - &3
FARBE201500k T—Em]) EEEREEE -

1 Ku, Lun-Wei, Ho, Xiu-Wei and Chen, Hsin-His (2009).
Opinion Mining and Relationship Discovery Using CopeOpi
Opinion Analysis System, Journal of American Society for
Information Science and Technology, 60(7), pp1486-1503.

Appendix IV Construction of 1C2S MMI
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: Data Source
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Table 2

"= XERH
Newspaper Number of Articles
A Daily A$R 81
am730 1,960
Apple Daily 38R B R 8,459
Headline Daily S&{&H % 931
Hong Kong Commercial Daily

TEBH 12,820
Hong Kong Daily News 73k 4,476
Hong Kong Economic Journal

CE 9,263
Hong Kong Economic Times

HEEER 3,869
Hong Kong Globe 2 IF %R 194
Metro Daily #3/1 B #R 1,303
Ming Pao Daily News BA#R 10,851
Oriental Daily News 575 B R 7,498
Lion Rock Daily &F#&{F 143
Sharp Daily #eR 152
Sing Pao AR 4,729
Sing Tao Daily 2&H%#R 7,020
Sky Post i5#R 420

Ta Kung Pao K2R 26,628
The Sun KR 4,828
Tin Tin Daily News XX B 452
Wen Wei Po X E$R 26,519
Total 488 132,596

 ERFHRFE0H85)
: Number of Words
F5 FH
Year Number of Words
1998 669,676
1999 2,498,254
2000 2,320,584
2001 2,640,690
2002 2,545,546
2003 2,713,403
2004 4,801,621
2005 2,874,994
2006 1,879,834
2007 2,797,512
2008 1,446,629
2009 1,815,839
2010 1,880,198
2011 2,040,824
2012 3,441,893
2013 3,312,415
2014 5,386,835
2015 4,411,567
2016 5,590,354
2017 6,204,647
2018 4,932,978
Total 428 66,206,293
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Table3 : Time Series of 1C25 MMI since 2015

1C2S MM T—E%Y) BOfEH58K (2017.7 = 100)
1C2S MMI (2017.7 = 100)

F15 HF At B& FEFHH
Year Half-Year Month Monthly 6-Month
2015 H1 1 75.30 84.70
2 77.80 82.98
3 94.43 84.55
4 87.11 85.43
5 84.35 85.21
6 69.72 81.45
H2 7 85.16 83.10
8 71.31 82.01
9 93.72 81.89
10 119.39 87.27
I 105.59 90.81
12 86.43 93.60
2016 H1 1 65.41 90.31
2 62.97 88.92
3 84.60 87.40
4 67.90 78.82
5 90.49 76.30
6 67.87 73.21
H2 7 82.53 76.06
8 74.79 78.03
9 90.05 78.94
10 90.74 82.75
1 7154 79.59
12 9474 84.06
2017 H1 1 100.73 87.10
2 86.41 89.03
3 96.44 90.10
4 107.89 92.96
5 104.60 98.47
6 103.72 99.96
H2 7 100 99.84
8 86.38 99.84
9 81.64 97.37
10 103.44 96.63
1 104.57 96.63
12 106.79 97.14
2018 H1 1 103.41 97.71
2 98.56 99.74
3 113.21 105.00
4 76.76 100.55
5 104.08 100.47
6 99.28 99.22
H2 7 93.67 97.61
8 78.51 94.26
9 7731 88.27
10 90.24 90.52
1 95.01 89.00
12 114.84 91.60

Appendix IV Construction of 1C2S MMI
Figgly T—EmS ) B BEaREl S
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Accuracy test

1C2S MM is underpinned by a lexicon-based model which treats
each paragraph as a bag of words and as a result may detract from
the overall context of the paragraph. For instance, the model may
not be able to detect nuances in writing such as sarcasm and
therefore do not understand fully the true meaning of a paragraph.
Nonetheless, whilst this may be a limitation when analysing
publications such as novels, this is less of an issue for news articles
which are written in a more direct manner.

To ascertain the accuracy of this lexicon-based method in
identifying the sentiment of a paragraph, two researchers manually
categorised around 18,000 paragraphs randomly drawn from the
text corpus into ‘positive, ‘neutral’ and ‘negative’ categories.
References to which newspaper a paragraph came from were
removed before the paragraph was presented to our team of
researchers. If these two researchers classified a paragraph
differently, a third researcher would be asked to make the final
verdict.

 BEER

: Results of Accuracy Test

Positive ITEE

HEEEE

r—EmfH BEERERER AR RERNE
B o WIRBBEGRER—EFHIFE > femibi
BREXENRE - ER—EMREFIEREHNR
AR ERIEFE > AMAETEERES —E
BRENEESS - EERBBEDH/NRICEE
MR RER AR ENKBEFARERMN
BXEMS @ BEFZE—EAMBE -

R BILAEEERAIGENERE > HFmI
R BNEEEN B RRB AN T 4918,0001BIF 5% »
MESES TEE) ~ TRAEI M THiLy - B
EARRELE KERENHEEHRTHREZ
RIEAEREE - ROMBAEEER —EREN
BHFIEER  E-HMREFTERLFELHA
4 o

Neutral 937 Negative B

No. of Paragraphs Classified by Human Researchers

BB B H BRI B

Net Value
BEEEE

2,363

21.76%

14,202 1,472

14.42% 2.92%

In this accuracy test, sentiment labels given by the first two
researchers coincided with each other around 80% of the time. As
shown in Table 4, 2,363 paragraphs were considered as ‘positive’
whereas 1,472 were classified as 'negative.

Sentiment scores for each group of paragraphs were then derived
by the same lexicon model used in the construction of 1C2S MMI. In
our model, the sentiment of a paragraph is assumed to be
encapsulated in the proportion of positive words minus that of
negative words - the higher the sentiment score, the more positive
a paragraph is expected to be.

Table 4 also shows the average sentiment scores of these 3 groups
of paragraphs. In particular, ‘positive” paragraphs identified by the
team of researchers have an average sentiment score of 21.76%,
around 7.5 times as high as 'negative’ paragraphs. In addition, the
differences in average sentiment scores among these 3 groups are
tested to be statistically significant via a multivariate regression
maodel, suggesting that results given by the lexicon model are
largely in line with judgements made by human researchers.

ERBEED > MAHEEERA/\EER T
BEVEHABRIAY R Er o ANFRAFREET » 2,363M%1,472
BECEDRIWERA TEm) & T&mE) o

BAEFAR T—Emf BEiEB8ERNREE
BB ECEMBEST D o EREF » BT D
BIE -~ BEFAFENEE I oRsARE
HRLER °

=AFRTF ARG EREETD - RAIEER
FIET7 TIEME MIESE » BT 521.76% 0 49
= TRE) BRENT.LME - BE  RSEE0E
o ZERRIEET OB R A2 LRV
EEE FEARREAMNGEGERERMAEE
HWAFDE—R -
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Appendix V

List of Controversial Events

The controversial events which may have affected evaluations of
1C2S that occurred between mid-2017 to mid-2018 (the first and
third surveys) are listed below.

Between the first and second rounds (from mid-2017 to
end of 2017):
- Disqualification of four LegCo members by the High Court (14

July);

- Prison sentences on the "13 + 3’ protesters: The Court of Appeals
sentenced 13 protestors in the violent demonstrations in relation
to North East New Territories Development and the three
student leaders (Joshua Wong, Nathan Law and Alex Chow) in
the Civic Square occupation to 6 to 13 months’ imprisonment.
The court also gave new tougher sentence guidelines for future
cases of large-scale unlawful assemblies involving violence (15 &
17 August);

- China’s enactment of the national anthem law (1 September);

- Emphasis on ‘overall jurisdiction over Hong Kong' in the Work
Report of 19th CPC National Congress (19 October);

- LegCo's passage of the non-binding motion on the high-speed
rail co-location arrangement (15 November); and

- Amendment of the Rules of Procedure of the Legislative Council
to restrict filibustering (15 December).

2017TERE2018FEFHE (IE—HREE=HA
B)  AEREN T—Ems) FENEFEES
JEZIIN -

F—WRESE IR (2017FFE2017FK) -

- PEERRENRIEEZREEEREY (7 8
14 H) ;

- T13+3) TEERAAR ¢ LFEEFE 13
L RBENO R AR B REE HERITE
ALREBSTEN 82=F) (HEZ#E &
WIMEKE) 6 £ 13 BAY o LA
BiRRHEBRBHER TR RBANK
BIPEEEENF BA 15X 17H) ;

- HBERTUEHRE OA1R);

- HBHFAARTEREHAHEEN 2EEA
#, (108 19H);

- IAEEBRANEE Wi ZHNEN
wHEE (118158) ;3 &

- IDASEBESTEERARENE (12 B 15
H) e

Appendix V List of Controversial Events
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Between the second and third rounds (from early to
mid-2018):

Agnes Chow Ting, a pro-democracy activist, was banned from
running for the LegCo by-election on the grounds that her party,
Demosisto, had called for ‘self-determination’ (27 January);

The case of the three student leaders was brought to the Court
of Final Appeals (CFA). The CFA overturned the prison sentences
on the trio on a technicality but ruled that the Court of Appeals
was entitled to give tough sentence guidelines for future
offenders of large-scale unlawful assemblies involving violence
(6 February);

Edward Leung, leader of HK Indigenous, was given a prison
sentence of 6 years for his role in the civil unrest in Mongkok (11
June); and

LegCo’s passage of the co-location bill after protracted debates
(14 June).

E_REF=IREE Q018FNEERE) :

BEAREARTHEI G HEEMENS
B mEE2ERAEN (1R27H);

MR8 =F) ZHLHELEER - BFER
D mERESERFR » BR 7] LAk
R RBRNARFEIFEEGRAFTREMN
EREAMES 2R6H);

TR ITAHREMBEHLET AT - w3
BR6EEE 6H11H); &

IEREEE R
£ (6H14H) -

iR TR &




Bt &% VI

A ¥ B RO S8 at 3 A R BOIR 1 A A

Appendix VI

HKU Public Opinion Programme (HKUPOP) Surveys on
Political Inclination

Our results on political inclination are similar to those of HKUPOP,
which has collected data on political inclination on a bi-weekly basis
since late October 2016. The HKUPOP survey classified political
inclination into 3 groups: ‘Inclined towards the pro-democracy
camp’ (analogous to our ‘Non-establishment” group), ‘Inclined
towards the pro-establishment camp’, (analogous to our
'Pro-establishment’ group), and ‘Inclined towards the centrist”,
(@nalogous to our 'Moderates’ group).

We use the HKUPOP data, which has 55 observations from October
2016 to Decemnber 2018, to compute the 3 linear trends that best fit
the data on the proportions of the 3 camps. The analysis confirmed
that the proportion of the Pro-democracy camp exhibited a
decreasing trend (slope = -0.0044) that was statistically significant.
The proportion of the Centrist camp exhibited an increasing trend
(slope = 0.0037) that was statistically significant. The results are
similar to those obtained from our surveys? However, in the
HKUPOP surveys, the proportion of the Pro-establishment camp did
not exhibit a definite trend that was statistically significant.

EBALZREMESE (BXRH) #E2016%510
BTHE  smERAstEEBUGERNEE
RAEERERMYS - BARMKECAERE 72

RUTF=@KE > MERREIK (HERM
MIERSIR) ) ~ ME@ESDR) (HERMH

MEGR) ) M MEEARETR) * CHEIHRMN
GRAK) ) o

AARAN20165F108E20185F 128 » GH=7&
BratEa AT RRSSEE AR, o RALULE
HERERSEIRATGEA DGR = 8481458
Zo B nMEE  RERETREES (R=X
=-0.0044) > MABKAZE LABZE (M=
=0.0037) -’ MBEBMFBAIEIES S EREE KT -
BB EASHERHELE - FREBXRRN
BAEHR - BHEIRE LR RESSE EBEEKTE
HIBAREEE -

1 This group include ‘Inclined towards the Centrist’ and also ‘No political inclination’. This is similar to our ‘Moderates’ which include ‘Centrists” and ‘No political

inclination’.

L&A E4E MREHREIK) 1 DRAEBUAIAE ) « M8 TEMIK) 81 MR M DRABUREUE) » B2 =0

2 Usingthe best fit linear trend, the fall in proportion of the ‘Inclined towards the pro-democracy camp’ from mid-2017 to the end of 2018 would be 2.4 percentage

points, while the increase in proportion of the 'Inclined towards the centrist camp’ in the same period would be 2.0 percentage points. The directions of changes

are the same as those in our surveys, but the magnitudes of changes in their surveys are smaller. This may be due to the fact that the names of different camps

in the HKUPOP surveys are not exactly the same as ours.

MiRARCERRIEES > (e2017ERE2018FE MRAR IR, MAOLLARRKER2 MEEDH > RETREIK) BIF1E#R2.018 B0 o LA EESE R
HREER - ER MBS RMRIVSIBERA  TERABARMYSEIKI N BB R M FEHER -

Appendix VI HKUPOP Surveys on Political Inclination
FitRvl EEABREBF B BRABCAERBEE
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1 : HEATRNBUAER GEAREHD
Figure 1 : Composition of population by political inclination (HKUPOP)

B R BR M b (R
Composition of population by political inclination (HKUPOP)
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