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Bi= Preface

The unprecedented pursuit of ‘One Country Two Systems’
(henceforth 1C2S) demands unyielding exploration and persistence
from stakeholders. Since 1997, we have made headway in the
realization of 1C2S, but at the same time, have also encountered
many challenges. To assist full implementation of 1C2S, in July 2017,
Path of Democracy established the 1C2S Index and released its first
report in relation thereto with a view to conduct an objective
evaluation of the continued implementation of 1C2S by reviewing its
accomplishments and shortfalls.

The 1C2S Index is based on both local opinion and international
perception on the current state of 1C2S. Periodic public surveys are
conducted to measure local people’s attitude. We also look at how
global studies carried out by international think tanks rate Hong
Kong. These independent evaluations are incorporated into the Index
to give a more balanced view on how the World including Hong Kong
people look at the state of 1C2S. We have devised and introduced a
1C2S Mass Media Index (MMI) by making use of big data analytics to
measure Hong Kong and overseas media sentiment towards 1C2S.
In compiling our reports, views on current issues related to 1C2S are
also sought, such as the public’'s emigration plans, national security
and economic integration.

A comprehensive review was conducted in 2022 to ensure alignment
with societal and global development after five years of impartial
measurement. The main Index will adopt a more timely, objective,
distinctive and extensive construction method. We innovate the
study of media sentiment by expanding coverage of 1C2S MMI to
reflect the changing media landscape and readership. An online data
portal is launched to better inform policymakers, researchers, media,
and the public through data visualizations and customized analysis
with an open and transparent approach.

We are grateful to Hong Kong Institute of Asia-Pacific Studies of the
Chinese University of Hong Kong for completing the telephone polls
and sentiment.ai for measuring media sentiment on our behalf.
Going forward, we will continue to conduct public surveys and
update international indices every six months, and to monitor media
sentiment regularly to gauge the latest perceptions of the public, the
international community and the media on 1C2S.

Ray Poon
Co-convenor (Research)

March 2024
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Executive Summary

. 1C2S Index rose slightly from 6.02 in the first half of 2023 to
6.04 in the second half of 2023. Overwhelmingly, 56.6% of
the respondents considered maintaining economic
prosperity and stability the most important condition for
1C2S to continue beyond 2047.

. International perception of the situation in Hong Kong
rebounded from 6.82 to 6.87 when compared to last report,
driven by an increase in economic openness. The need to tell a
better HK story is as urgent as it is challenging. PoD
recommends the creation of a 1C2S Office to engage with the
western media on a continuing basis to rectify misperceptions.

. The political landscape changed with moderates representing
74.6% of population. Despite a half-year fall of 4 percentage
points, there is an opportunity to build on this high proportion of
moderates to reduce polarization in our society.

. People identifying themselves as having dual Chinese and
Hong Kong identities increased by 0.6 percentage points to
60.0%. Markedly, the gap between those who saw
themselves as only Chinese or only Hong Konger narrowed
steadily over the years.

. People planning to emigrate dropped from 34.5% in June 2020 to
179% in February 2024, suggesting a return to the historical norm
as an international city with freedom of movement. This is an
opportunity to attract new talents to come to HK as we move
toward a new, innovative economy.

. People with an interest to study, work or retire in the GBA
area dropped from 11.9% in June 2020 to 6.9% in February
2024. The government should undertake a sustained
campaign to highlight the career success stories of HK
youths in GBA area, and also create job placement platforms
to help our youths in finding GBA jobs easily.
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Index At-a-Glance

1C2S Index 1C2S Mass Media Index Moderates Dual Identity
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The Night Vibes campaign represented Hong Kong's attempt
to revitalize economy by promoting local consumption and
attracting visitors since mid-2023. The Chief Executive's visits
to ASEAN countries closed several bilateral deals, while the
second Global Financial Leaders’ Investment Summit
showcased boundless opportunities available in the city.
Efforts like a development plan for innovation and technology
sector in Shenzhen and Hong Kong as well as a standard
contract for cross-border data flow further strengthen
connectivity with mainland China.

In the political realm, patriotic education emerged as a crucial
component of the local education system. President Xi
encouraged Hong Kong students in a letter to gain deeper
understanding of the history, culture and current affairs of
their motherland. Patriotic Education Law in the mainland
clarified objectives of nurturing patriotism in Hong Kong.
Approaching year-end, local governance saw the first District
Council elections and appointments after electoral overhaul to
complete the final part of ‘patriots administering Hong Kong'.

Law enforcement actions against political activists sparked
international attention. Individuals in self-imposed exile were
placed on a wanted list. Prominent cases include Agnes Chow
and Tony Chung who fled and sought refuge overseas. The
trial of Jimmy Lai under the national security law raised
concerns globally, with a UK report and a United Nations
Human Rights Council sideline meeting addressing Hong
Kong's press freedom. Debates surrounding privileges and
immunities of Hong Kong Economic and Trade Offices
continued in US Senate, fuelling the ongoing dialogue about
Hong Kong's political climate.
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International confidence catching up with local

Business promotion after border reopening appeared to be
more successful in building overseas image than expediting
local growth. Hongkongers' confidence eventually lost
momentum after two years of continued growth. Budding
international perception shored up an overall growth in 1C2S
Index. The latest reading rose by 0.3% from 6.02 to 6.04..

Public opinion viewed ‘human rights and freedom’ (+2.9%) more
positively. Civic space and local networks were regenerating as
dysfunctional district councils were reinstalled. ‘Hong
Kong-Mainland relations’ (-2.4%) and ‘high degree of autonomy’
(-0.8%) fell. While citizens longed for an immediate success in
economic recovery, repeated bail jumping of political activists
exposed loopholes in legal systems.

Due to time lag in the compilation of international indices,
negative impacts from the pandemic dissipated in this round
as ‘economic openness’ (+1.5%) increased. Massive
promotional campaigns to attract overseas investment
earned confidence in business environment. Other pillars,
namely ‘democratic development’ (+0.4%) and ‘civil liberty’
(+0.2%), rose slightly.

Political moderation plateaued

Mass apathy from a depoliticized society contributed to
political moderation. Moderates remained the largest group
with an overwhelming dominance (74.6%), followed by
non-establishment supporters (13.7%) and pro-establishment
supporters  (8.1%).  Both  non-establishment  and
pro-establishment supporters increased by 2.8 and 1.4
percentage points respectively. As a result, the size of
moderates shrank by 4 percentage points.

The reduction of moderates was also seen among youths
(aged 18 to 29). Moderates fell by 6.7 percentage points to
66.0%. Among non-establishment supporters, democrats
rose by 5.2 percentage points to 18.5% and localists increased
by 0.2 percentage points to 11.3%. A one-time fall of
moderation among the 18-29 age group may not suggest
re-radicalization, nevertheless, one should remain vigilant of
such a possibility in the near future.
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Reconvergence of citizens’ identity as
Hongkongers or Chinese

Citizens' self-identification as Hongkongers or Chinese
started to converge after a period of divergence. The gap was
closing after a two-year convergence. In this round, both the
‘Hongkongers’ and ‘Chinese’ identities increased. The former
rose by 5.6% from 7.79 to 8.23 and the latter rose by 3.7% from
6.78 to 7.03.

Most Hong Kong citizens are cognizant of their dual identity
as both Hongkongers and Chinese. Over half of the public
acknowledged dual identity in earlier surveys. This had
gradually changed since 2019 and hit rock bottom in
mid-2020 but had since rebounded. People who recognized
their dual identity rose from last round’'s 59.4% by 0.6
percentage points to 60.0%. ‘Hongkonger only’ rose to 24.7%
by 1.9%.

Implications and recommendations

The substantial growth in public opinion against a repeated
decline in international perception signified the disparity
between how local people and the international community
looked at 1C2S. Nonetheless, we still found that people’s
perception to the current state of 1C2S was less than
satisfactory. What the majority desired for the long-term
continuation of 1C2S was prosperity and stability. While
various social groups often displayed different expectations,
there is common ground to bring people together.

Many indicators returned to early-2019 level. Public
discontent sparked by the governance crisis appeared to be
relieved. People with emigration plans kept on declining.
The proportion of moderates continued to grow while
non-establishment supporters steadily declined. The
proportion of population identifying themselves as
‘Chinese’ also embarked on a modest rate of increase.

Two rival camps showed extreme views over recent political
events. Moderates were the only group countering this
juxtaposition. A rational voice appears to exist in the society at
large, but it is vulnerable to populist narratives. Policymakers
must take care to ensure that moderate opinions continue to
enjoy the benefit of a nourishing and safe environment in a
divided culture.

FEENAFEASSRENENES

TRESBANTEARES DR BESEH > &
T RIGES > MEZEIETRE/) - EmEd
o FEANMBEARERESE LA f1ER
7790 EF 5.6% E 8237 BEN 6.780 L
37% & 7.03%7 °

EETREBESEBANTRALES NI
BT — o B E2019FETIE T X -
FR2020FF RIBEB KGR - A LES HFRERT
R ®E®H59.4% EA0.6BEDEE60.0% °
TREEBAL BILERIRI EF T 1.9%ZE24.7% ©

S a-SEE

REFIDAENE - MERVERE T - REEAX
AR S AU R AR T—EIWmh) FEER -
HMERBRE (—EmFD SRR AWE » M
MBS ERRAERTERNRE » & T M

REFIEAE - SEPATE C T RBRIR A L EHE >
I HIBREP] LU BT IT - RO RIAE o

FFEASRRIE R A LAY » RIREHESR
TEFT 5 BN BAELIEE 4% - B3RS
RAEGE R o RAIKAVSEEEREE I > JFR AR
FETRE -2 I—Emf) 288 LLHIRTER
BLARBBAMANEREHRRFIET - HPEAZD
BRI AR K

W ABGE B E W TR EM B0 R BRI - SRR
AVDSBOAIT IS - HEFEFENES > BRA
FEE RIFER o RAREREMRENE ST
HRtg LA B2 -

2023 H2 Overview
2023 FHFEIEE



‘ONE COUNTRY TWO SYSTEMS' INDEX [ —Eii)) #5281 |

It is important for the HKSAR government to capitalize on the
growing confidence and build further momentum by
spearheading a concerted effort involving all sectors of Hong
Kong including the business community, the academia,
professional bodies, and like-minded think tanks and NGOs to
promote the image of Hong Kong under 1C2S. Such effort
may include:

- Setting up an Office of 1C2S for sustained outreach effort
both locally and in the APEC region to mobilize support and
enhance Hong Kong's presence. This dedicated office will
actively participate in foreign think tank forums directly or
through the business community to promote the Hong
Kong narrative in the international arena;

- Creating a Press Secretary for the CE Office to hold daily
press briefings with local and international media to tackle
latest policy issues in a timely, full, and proper manner to
address the fear and anxiety of the foreign community in
Hong Kong;

- Providing advanced training to our senior officials on how
to counter the negative narrative in the western media by
using positive HK stories; and

- Educating young members of the public on 1C2S basics,
including importance of our constitutional order, the
understanding of the rule of law, human rights, freedoms,
corresponding obligations and broadening awareness of
social, national, and global issues.
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1. Introduction

This is the 13" edition of our ‘One Country Two Systems’
(henceforth 1C2S) Index report. The purpose of the 1C2S
Index is to provide an objective assessment on the
implementation of 1C2S. Our first report was released in
mid-2017, on the 20th anniversary of the return of Hong Kong
to China. We update the 1C2S Index every six months, at
mid-year and year end.

Every half year, we update the 1C2S Index by updating public
opinion with a new public survey and international perception
with the latest data from international indices. To complement
our main Index, we have also introduced the 1C2S Mass
Media Index (MMI) that uses big-data techniques to measure
the sentiment of Hong Kong and overseas printed, electronic
and online media.

We commissioned the Hong Kong Institute of Asia-Pacific
Studies of the Chinese University of Hong Kong to conduct
a telephone poll between January 2024 and February 2024
to compile scores on public opinion. We updated scores on
international perception to 2023 H2 by scoring and ranking
148 countries and territories based on 9 comprehensive
data sources and 127 indicators compiled by international
think tanks. MMI was measured by sentiment.ai and
updated to the end of December 2023.

In our latest survey, we continued to include topical issues
related to 1C2S, such as the continuation of 1C2S beyond
2047, citizen's identity, attitude towards emigration and public
opinions on the Greater Bay Area. To fully capture the
socio-political reality of the city, we introduced new questions
to gauge the impact of recent socio-political changes, such as
public's knowledge about the National Constitution,
satisfaction of the performance of Legislative Council and
impacts of new electoral systems to Hong Kong's
governance.
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It should be stressed that public opinion, international
perception and MMI are determined by perceptions and may
or may not reflect actual reality. Even so, changes in
perceptions of 1C2S of the Hong Kong public, of international
think tanks, and of the Hong Kong and overseas media are
nevertheless important. We will analyse the reasons for the
changes as they are crucial for the implementation of 1C2S.

In our report, all scores are expressed in a scale of 0-10. An
asterisk (*') indicates a change in scores compared with the
previous round that is big enough to be statistically
significant. If there is no mention of statistical significance
about a score, it means that the change concerned is
statistically insignificant.

Some scores are decomposed by age group, educational
attainment and political inclination for further analysis. In the
past, the non-establishment camp was divided into
‘democrats’ and ‘others’. This division is abolished in this
report as the size of the latter is too small to support any
meaningful analysis, but it is preserved in our online data
portal for reference purposes.

Readers may visit the webpage of Path of Democracy
(http://www.pathofdemocracy.hk/1c2s-index/) to access our
data portal for historical data of the 1C2S Index series. An
extensive report on the survey results is also available.
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2. 1C2S Index

The 1C2S Index is the average score of three pillars on public
opinion and three pillars on international perception. The three
pillars on public opinion, namely 'high degree of autonomy’,
‘human rights and freedom’ and ‘Hong Kong-Mainland
relationship’ are the evaluation by Hong Kong public on
different dimensions of 1C2S. The three pillars on
international perception, namely ‘economic openness’, ‘civil
liberty’ and ‘democratic development’, are the evaluation by
international think tanks on various aspects of freedom and
democracy in Hong Kong. The methodology is explained in
Appendix |.

Figure 1 shows scores of the 1C2S Index since 2021 H2. The
latest reading in 2023 H2 was 6.04, an increase of 0.3% from
6.02 half year ago. After a prolonged trough, the Index
continued to soar and returned to mid-2019 level. This rise in
the latest round was contributed by an improvement in
international perception, especially on economic openness.
Results obtained in these pillars will be detailed in the
following sub-sections.

Figure 1: 1C2S Index
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Scores Changes
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2023 H1 6.02 +010 (1 1.7%)
2023 H2 6.04 +0.02 (1 0.3%)



2.1 RERAE

Public opinion

Table 1 shows all pillar and sub-pillars scores. Two pillars fell %% IEEFE%%H*EUEZHFDFEEH%@% o —IBZ M
and one pillar grew. ‘Human rights and freedom’ increased by ToEF > MBZFFTD TEke TAER) B
29% to 5.26. ‘High degree of autonomy’ and ‘Hong B niﬂ » IBI02.9%%E5.269 0 T T&EBA]

Kong-Mainland relations’ fell by 0.8% to 5.02 and by 2.4% to A TEEREER) 5T 0 BRI TEL0.8%%E5.02

5.34 respectively. B2, 4%ZFE5.345

Three sub-pillars with the largest increases were ‘democratic CEAREREANTFEEHA TREHBIEE
development’ (+8.1%) , ‘freedom of speech’ association and (+8.1%) ~ TEm HHKESTEH]
assembly’ (+5.6%) and ‘resolving via dialogue and negotiation' (+5.6%) M N'B2@aHFHEmERT &
(+2.9%). Three sub-pillars with the largest decreases were (+2.9%) - —IHHRBEANTZHER [

‘maintaining long-term prosperity and stability’ (-10.9%), REHAEXEET) (-10.9%) ~ TETERE
'self-conduct of administrative affairs’ (-4.7%) and THEBHL (-4.7%) Kk THEEERERE

'safeguarding national sovereignty, security & development Z2MERME) (-1.3%)c Epf > TEE
interests’ (-1.3%). Of which, the changes of ‘democratic BHER) N MEFRAEERETE) 28N
development’ and ‘maintaining long-term prosperity and BILEIHTE ERBEE KT o

stability’ were statistically significant.

Three sub-pillars with highest scores were ‘safeguarding —ENHERENFIES THEEBRIRE#
national sovereignty, security & development interests’ (6.31), 2MERMZT) (6.31) ~ NEBRFHRE
‘equal protection of the Law’ (5.96) and ‘original ways of life’ (5.96) & TRESEAAL (5.77) =18
(5.77). Three sub-pillars with the lowest scores were 'Hong PHEERNFZES TEANBE) (4.49) -~
Kong people administering Hong Kong' (4.49), ‘freedom of Em St kEgEEH) 451 B TRE
speech, association and assembly’ (4.51) and ‘democratic EHlZER) (4.78) °

development’ (4.78).

1C2S Index
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Table 1: Pillar and sub-pillar scores on public opinion

=1 REFENIERFEDH

2021H2  2022H1 2022H2 2023H1 2023 H2

Overall #% 4.02 4.71 4.98 5.22 5.21 /
A. High Degree of Autonomy S E B34 3.75 4.61 482 5.06 5.02 //ﬁ
A1. Self-conduct of administrative affairs 389 484 507 548 599
SRR | | - 2
A2. Independent judiciary 0 /_/_
BRI 409 492 499 09.25 5.29
A3. Independent legislature
. 384 474 489 513 500
A4. 'Hong Kong peopleadministering Hong Kong'
s a 318 396 431 438 as0
B. Human Rights and Freedom A#EH 4.02 4.61 494 5.11 5.26 //
B1. Original ways of life 451 513 &5 - - /
REEEAR ‘ ' ' ' '
B2. Freedom of speech, association and assembly 367 3,80 496 497 e /_/
S St RESER ' ' ' '
B3. Democratic development 347 374 415 4.49 478 / .
REIBHERE ‘ ' ' ‘ '
B4. Equal protection of the Law 4.43 5 65 580 6.00 506 //*
HETERE ' ‘ ' ' '
C. Hong Kong - Mainland Relations BE/#&R{% 4.30 492 5.19 5.47 5.34 /
C1. Resolving via dialogue and negotiation 345 406 404 475 480
HERERATE | | | | o =
C2. Safeguarding national sovereignty, security &
development interests 547 581 6.24 6.39 6.31 /
HHEBRR IR - Z2MEEFN T
C3. Maintaining long-term prosperity and stability 475 561 584 504 599 //—\ *
HRRIAERIETE ' ' ' '
C4. Fullimplementation of 1C2Sin the future 354 415 445 91 58 //——
RERDEEE —EmH ' ' ' '

Note: An asterisk(*) indicates a change in scores compared with the previous round that is big enough to be statistically significant.
5f L MR RAVET D ERER ST EREKT  EUESR( T )5



2.1.1 Generation gap and political divide

Figure 2 shows average scores of public opinion by age
group. Half of the age groups fell and rose for this round.
30-39 age group increased strongly by 12.5% to 4.05, while
40-49 age group fell sharply by 15.7% to 4.28 with statistical
significance.

Figure 3 shows average scores of public opinions by political
inclination. Average scores produced by all political groups
increased. Pro-establishment supporters increased by 5.3% to
817, whereas moderates rose slightly by 02% to 5.39.
Non-establishment supporters had an increase by 3.7% to 2.54.

Statistical tests revealed that there was a clear and consistent
divide in evaluation scores between younger and older age
groups, and across all political inclinations. Not only did
scores increase with age, but the scores of the three younger
age groups were also statistically lower than those of the three
older ones. In comparison with moderates, the evaluations of
pro-establishment supporters were significantly higher. On
the other hand, evaluations of non-establishment supporters
were significantly lower.

Figure 2: Public opinion (by age group)
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Scores Changes
55 g1t

390  +0.34 (1 96%)

405  +045 (1 12.5%)

428  -0.80 (] 157%)
553  -0.38 (] 64%)
609  -026 (| 41%)

725  +021 (1 30%)

521 -0.01 () 02%)
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Figure 3: Public opinion (by political inclination)
B3 : REFAE (ZBUAEREND)
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International perception

Table 2 shows Hong Kong's pillar and sub-pillar scores on
international perception. Compared to the last round,
‘economic openness’ rose by 1.5% to 9.31, ‘democratic
development’ by 0.4% to 5.06, ‘civil liberty’ by 0.2% to 6.24.

All sub-pillars rose slightly except ‘expression, association and
assembly’ (-4.2%) and financial stability’ (-0.1%) Three sub-pillars
with the greatest increase were ‘business environment’ (+3.7%),
‘regulatory quality’ (+2.5%) and ‘security and safety’ (+1.1%).

Three sub-pillars with highest scores were ‘market access'’
(9.77), "financial stability’ (9.36) and ‘regulatory quality’ (9.17).
Three sub-pillars with the lowest scores were ‘expression,
association and assembly’ (2.95), ‘political pluralism’ (3.23)
and ‘constraints on powers' (5.43).

All Respondents FRIESH&  5.21

+0.01 ( 1 0.2% )
+0.09 ( 1 3.7%)

-0.01 (| 02%)

® 2BETEBERRNIEN I ENF D8 - &
LimibE > TEOERML EH15% = 9319

IREERE) LFH04%ES069 0 [TAREF
EF0.2%%E6.2470 ©

BRT TREBHMEE) (42%) 1 TRz
E1 o (-0.1%) 5 FRIEFXERIETOI9 LT - =
BFD EABERANFIHER TEHIRE
(+3.7%) ~ TEEBEZHR) (+25%) M 22
(+1.1%) -

TEFSRENFEZRES [T 5 &
(9.71) ~ T&®MBE) (9.36) A 'BEEH
=, (9.17) - ZTHEAHBENFIEA &
EEEAEg) (2.95) ~ THAEZT
(3.23) A T#EDHIH)  (543) o



Table 2: Pillar and sub-pillar scores on international perception
R2 | EFRSTEAAEMF AN

2021 H2 2022 H1 2022 H2 2023 H1 2023 H2
Overall 4% 725(36) 6.93(39) 6.87(39) 6.82(42) 6.87 (39)
D. Economic Openness #& BIiK 9.34(2) 9.28 (2) 9.20 (2) 9.17 (2) 9.31(2)

D1. Business environment

—— 897(2) 885(2) 868(2) 866(2)  898(2

D2. Market access

ek AL 9.74 (1) 9.73 (1) 9.72 (1) 9.70 (1) 9.71 (1)

D3. Regulatory quality

- 895(2)  883(2) 883(2) 895(2  9.17(2

D4. Financial stability

S 971 (1)  970(1)  958(1)  937(4)  936(4)

E. Civil Liberty A RAEF| 6.80 (60) 6.35(72) 6.28(72) 6.23(73)  6.24(73)

E1. Rule of law

Y]

6.82 (38)  6.44(42) 633 (43) 6.40(43)  6.42 (43)

E2. Security and safety

os 8.00(39) 807(36) 809(36) 811(36) 8.20(35)

E3. Expression, association and assembly

et 449 (113) 3.25(123) 3.15(124) 3.08 (126) 2.95(126)

E4. Individual rights

EARER 7.89 (39) 7.64 (43) 756 (47)  7.34 (55) 7.41 (51)

F. Democratic Development RF & 559 (77) 5.17(90) 5.12(91) 5.04(91) 5.06(90)

F1. Constraints on powers

I 6.17 (49) 564 (56) 550 (60) 539 (64)  5.43(63)

F2. Political pluralism

. 438 (114) 3.51(123) 3.51(123) 3.23(125) 3.23(125)

F3. Civic participation
ARSH

EE

6.14 (46) 582 (56) 579 (57) 574(55  577(55)

F4. Democratic culture

e 569(72) 573(72) 567(80) 581(75  581(73)

Note: World ranking in parentheses.

i ESREMT AR -

1C2S Index
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2.2.1. Comparison with selected regions

As Hong Kong is a highly developed region and given that highly
developed regions tend to have comparatively higher scores in
freedom and democracy as compared with developing regions —
we have selected certain neighbouring developed countries and
territories (namely, Japan, South Korea, Singapore, and Taiwan)
as benchmarks for comparison and assessment of Hong Kong's
performance in international perception. We compared the
respective scores of the Mainland and the US, for the purpose of
identifying the position of Hong Kong under 1C2S relative to the
major powers.

Table 3 compares Hong Kong and its neighbours by pillars on
international perception. Hong Kong's superlative performance
in 'economic openness’ made it one of the world leaders with a
score of 9.31. It ranked second after Singapore’s 9.46 and was
way ahead of Taiwan's 8.00, Japan's 7.49 and Korea's 6.98. There
was a slight increase in score for both Hong Kong and Singapore,
while ‘economic openness’ of other developed neighbours
performed variedly in the last half year.

Hong Kong remained as 73 in ‘civil liberty’. Its score was 6.24,
close to Singapore's 6.82, but much lower than Japan's 9.04,
Korea’'s 8.37 and Taiwan's 8.24. Half of Hong Kong's neighbours
rose in ‘civil liberty’ score but all rankings remained unchanged.

Hong Kong's score of 5.06 in ‘democratic development’ was not
keeping pace with its developed neighbours (Japan's 8.64,
Taiwan's 8.28, Korea's 7.63 and Singapore’s 6.86). Our developed
neighbours performed variedly in the last half year.

Table 3: Pillar scores on international perception of selected regions
R3EEME 2 ERSHE TN

22.1. EEMELLR

—RME > FEHENERERITESSNHE
EHME - ARNEARSEEREIME - FTUK
PEB AR EERR R ME » SFER4E @
Bk e BIEEE  BUMERBNE
IR o WATFEEER T E P B X ERYFT 7 - LB
£ T—Emf) 2 TEHEEHEIMERBERE
2o

3 LEEEBNANT MR TR B AT D ER -
AT MEERBL RRIFERG > LO3IDES
HKREFEE T HREO4DHFEE BURTINK 0 K
EeRSTHERI8.0000 ~ BABYT 497 HIFI$2896.98
Do EBEFF 0 ERNMIMBODEIHES L
Ft o MEAYT S ERERIFIRARTF o

BN TAREN ) BBFRERFE3E > T05
6.2477 © MEFRIEITRTINIRAV6.829) » (HEH B 489
9.047) ~ FEERYB.3T DA B ERI8.247) » BIEEA
—¥pirEEEs TARERN ) N5 L
7t BEFMBERSFE MR AR -

Bt (REYE) FHAB5.069  FAEREME
FEEBES (548649  A88289 - BH
7.63%) ~ #NH6.869) © AL EENBNS
YR o

D. Economic Openness E. Civil Liberty F. Democratic Development Overall
BRI NEERN RE#E Eiba)

Score Rank Score Rank Score Rank Score Rank

D & AE & AE 721 DE 2121
Hong Kong &% 931 1 (2 - 624 1 (73) 506 T (90) T 687 1 (389 1
Mainland China HEI#,  6.87 1 (38) 1  3.00 | (140) 250 1t (188 1 413 1 (125) 1
Japan B 749 | (25 | 904 1 (14) 864 1t (10) T 839 | (15 -
Korea Fg¥2 698 | (33 | 837 1 (28) 763 | (34 | 766 | (28) |
Singapore F 03K 946 1 (1) - 6.82 1 (58) 6.86 1 45 1t 771 1 (26) 1
Taiwan &7 800 | (13) | 824 | (30) 828 | (200 - 817 L (19 -
United States 831 T (7)) 1 814 | (34) 766 1 (32) T 803 | (20 -

Note: World ranking in parentheses.
5 EHT AR o



2.2.2. Global trend

Figure 4 shows the global trend of the pillar scores on
international perception. Inflation rates were expected to be
slowed down, yet there were other risks for economic
recession, such as wars in Eastern Europe and Middle East,
and withdrawal of fiscal support. Thus, the global economic
outlook became dimmer so the global average score of
‘economic openness’ fell by 0.9% to 5.79. The top performers
for ‘economic openness’ were Singapore (9.46), Hong Kong
(9.37) and Finland (8.65).

There were reports that citizens’ political rights and civil
liberties were clamped by governments. However, the global
score in ‘civil liberty’ regained by 0.2% and reached a score of
6.14. The top countries were Finland (9.71), Norway (9.65) and
Denmark (9.57).

‘Democratic development’ reflected a continuous stagnation
of democratic system in the world. Elections of some
countries were said to be problematic, as well as military
forces ousted incumbent government and gained power.
Moreover, regional armed conflicts were leading to an unsafe
world for democracy. Global average score in ‘democratic
development’ remained unchanged as 5.67 in the latest round.
Similar to ‘civil liberty’, Nordic countries performed well in this
pillar. Denmark (9.49), Norway (9.47) and Finland (9.28) were
the top three in the world.

Figure 4: Global trend of pillar scores on international perception
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EXEH

Significant events

Changes in scores in the indices are likely to be affected by
significant political and other landmark events that occurred
during the relevant period. Listed below are major events that
occurred since the last report from July to December 2023.

Internal governance issues that are not strictly related to 1C2S
appear to have important effects on evaluations of the Hong
Kong public and media, but do not necessarily affect
international evaluations as much. On the other hand,
evaluations of international think tanks may not be free of
western ideological biases against the rise of China, but they
may also reflect genuine weaknesses in the implementation
of 1C2S. It is important to bear these impacts in mind when
reading the findings identified in this report.

Table 4: Significant events

=4 EAENE

REPBBEENOBAFEMBEAEMN - 8 T—
BImb HHENEBLE —CElF - LHARSE
5 BI023FTEE12BNEREHMEIIIT

g T—Emf ) EEREENNEIELRE B
ERTRMNEAEBENTEUFTE—EXE > BHE
BREFERET KN o 70 AREIE L TR IELE S B
BHED > AUETENEEASIFERER -
AREEH I—EmE) WTETET2ERIL
BHCRNER > BHRERE —EMGl) £
EELNEIESSE - EREBILRENERE B
TFTLERE °

72 & The police put individuals who are currently residing overseas in

1214 exile on the wanted list. Online subscribers of Nathan Law and Ted
Hui were arrested for alleged involvement in aiding the wanted
activists.

75 & Police arrested members of 612 Humanitarian Relief Fund,

8.10 Demosisto and a Chinese medicine practitioner group for
conspiracy to commit collusion with foreign forces.

7.28 &  Afterinitial decline from the High Court, the Department of Justice

9.22 filed an appeal for an injunction to prohibit the dissemination of the
protest anthem ‘Glory to Hong Kong'.

10.27  Universities from Taiwan were prohibited from using the term
‘National' in their names in the Hong Kong Taiwan Higher
Education Exhibition, resulting in withdrawal of 19 of them from
the event.

10.30  Four members of HKU Student Union Council who mourned a

dead suspect of police stabbing were pleaded guilty to inciting to
wound police officers and sentenced to two years of
imprisonment.

11.6 Hong Kong Monetary Authority held 2nd Global Financial Leaders’
Investment Summit with an attendance of about 300 financial
industry professionals.

LMo NEXRES « EBRE R BHHBE)
BB » HREBEAGEINER ST -

BHEARSHERFEREMS o R ILEEREIRE
(FEELERER) » BiubtRNE2ES< » BEARE
e

BEEPRESTHER  ARALLKREAREL MBI
BEE2RE REIIBASER -

BERBELEENZRIBME S EERNEER ERL
L BEWEFVBRBE - BHIEEZEMF

BETHEERENFERREMAMKRERE - &
3002 ERMFALERE o



11.29  US House Foreign Affairs Committee passed the Hong Kong EHRZFRTEHFELEGIRA (BEKKEEZMERN

Economic and Trade Office Certification Act to consider whether AR BE > TE-_FIEBHECBIESRESZS
the Offices deserve the privileges and immunities granted. FREBAEA TR A ©
12.3&  Agnes Chow jumped bail, fled to Canada and refused to report to FWEHBENFESHER » BIFMNEAKRE 1548
12.29  police as scheduled. Tony Chung violated post-prison supervision EBRE c EmHMIBHENBHERE S > BRI
order and sought asylum in UK. SKE#E o
12.10,  District council reform concluded a combination of direct EEEEREHRE  BOEE  BENEZT ELXTEHM
12.11 & elections, indirect elections and appointments. EAEENEZEE - (BEZEBHERGESES) A%
12.18 HIHZIBTEEK o
1218  Performance monitoring guidelines were released and outlined SEEAINNRE ST DS INE B 2 B RE —2
job requirements for district councillors. B o

1C2S Index
T—Emfl H580



3.1

‘ONE COUNTRY TWO SYSTEMS' INDEX sl 58 |

3. T—Elm#l) B5Is8
3. 1C2S Mass Media Index

Media sentiment is an important factor in the formation of
public opinion. We attempt to use big data techniques to
measure media sentiment towards 1C2S and monitor how
performance of 1C2S is covered in the mass media to provide
a timely barometer of public sentiment. 1C2S MMI measures
daily net sentiment of media reports. A quarterly average is
reported in this section to dovetail and complement with our
main Index, which is compiled biannually. The methodology is
explained in Appendix I.

plin Tk

Recent trend

A quiet beginning in 2022 softened the positive sentiment
from the previous peak. It did not take long for the Chief
Executive race to boost the popularity of the incoming
leadership and confidence in 1C2S during the so-called
honeymoon period. Despite grave concerns expressed by G7
foreign ministers over this election, the visit of President Xi for
the 25th anniversary of HKSAR overwhelmed media
discussion, pushing MMI to 138.7 in 2022 Q2.

On the 25th anniversary of the HKSAR, Western leaders
criticised China for failing to respect 1C2S, whereas President
Xi guaranteed his commitment in this good system over the
long term. Reassurance from the Chinese leadership gathered
media optimism to a new high. But the uplift was soon
interrupted by geopolitical struggles as US House speaker
Pelosi's visit to Taiwan and China's subsequent white paper on
the Taiwan issue heightened cross-strait tensions.
Nonetheless, MMI regained its upward momentum and
reached 150.1 in 2022 Q4 after the 20th National Congress of
the CCP which proclaimed 1C2S a great innovation of
socialism with Chinese characteristics and the best
arrangement for national reunification.

REFMBENBERTARENEZHEER » &
It RAEHAMNBABBERM G EREEE
RIEBGRAREEREY T—EmH OIRERE
R mMERBEYN —Emb) BIBRE -
r—EWfH) BERHABREBXENEES
B EEHBEREETIE > UESHETI
SHFRROEIEE - RRTEFRWER -

20226FBFEF > MEBHEE Z AT IBIEHESS -
AR HEEERNEANSTERBRNREN
B T—EmEl BEDC o HACTHINEMBRESR
RERERI  BEFTIFRERREEMOE2S
BERS@mEBEAL D ERKRE > BIBIEHET
2022F5F2F EHEIIB TS ©

HEBBENRIFBF R /7B T E
REBSE T—EmAl > MEXRIEBLTRRF
FEENFHESARRAES « PRIEE AKX
SEERBISETIRE  HENS  EABTA
BHIBEOEF EE#E - FERERERMAEDT
Bag  UkTEERSERBEORSE  MEW
FERES - PH_+KREE T—BIMG ST
BEREteEZNRAAENEBER—NRER
o BIBEEEIE LB T 2022 FH4E
ZEH) 150.1% ©



MMI continued its rising trend with the restructuring of the
Hong Kong and Macau Affairs Office. Following Director Xia
Baolong's visit to Hong Kong, these gestures from the central
government were warmly welcomed by media reports and
commentaries. Discussion of different views entered the
collectively positive media scene when the proposed reform
plan of District Council sparked widespread debate on the new
local administration measures. The all-time peak was
followed by a steep fall, with a recording of 139.7 in 2023 Q2,
as reports released by foreign governments levelled constant
criticisms against the state of rule of law and freedoms in
Hong Kong.

The previous fall sustained in the second half of 2023 until
President Xi's reply letter to Hong Kong students expressed
his care to the younger generation and the Chief Executive's
overseas visit to ASEAN expanded business opportunities.
Despite foreign concerns regarding the city's political
landscape and human rights development, MMI continued to
soar as a new development plan for synergistic growth of
Shenzhen and Hong Kong's innovative and technology sector
and the completed election and appointment of new District
Council members gathered hopeful news. Consequently, MMI
recovered to 155.3in 2023 Q4.

Figure 5: 1C2S MMI (quarterly average)
@5 : —Emb BiEEe (FEH)
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Channel variations

Figure 6 shows MMI by media channels, namely TV and radio,
newspaper and online-only media. A general pattern emerged
as news reported by TV and radio were persistently more
positive while online-only media were more critical. This
media landscape changed during the year between the
second quarters of 2019 and 2020. TV stations, radios, and
newspapers joined the chorus of criticism towards 1C2S and
produced more negative sentiment than online-only media.
After this period, TV stations and radios resumed their regular
reporting style. Their sentiment score grew stronger than
other channels in a generally positive news event. The
distinction between newspapers and online-only media,
however, was less and less noticeable. The trend of sentiment
generated by these two channels was often intertwined with
each other.

In the recent quarter, all channels rose and contributed to an
overall increase in MMI. Net sentiment displayed in TV and
radio rose by 15.5 points to 160.0, newspaper by 5.5 points to
149.5 and online-only media by 9.5 points to 150.5.

Figure 6: 1C2S MMI (by media channels)
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4. Political Orientation

Figure 7 shows the composition of Hong Kong population by
political inclination. Moderates (which include centrists and
those without specific political inclination) remained the
largest group (74.6%), followed by non-establishment
supporters (13.7%) and pro-establishment supporters (8.1%).

Over the last half year, the gap between the moderates and
non-establishment supporters narrowed, as the two diverged
from each other with a fall of 4 percentage points of the
former and an increase of 2.8 percentage points of the latter.
The size of pro-establishment supporters expanded by 1.4
percentage  points. Some  pro-establishment  and
non-establishment supporters started to identify themselves
as moderates, resulting in a driving force of political
moderation.

A hopeful trend of de-radicalisation and the rise of moderation
continued from mid-2017 to early 2019. The proportion of
moderates and pro-establishment in the population rose while
that of non-establishment supporters declined. Radicalism
resurged abruptly since then, leading to a reversal of trend
until the political rift began to heal in early 2020. The
pro-establishment camp regained supporters, while the
non-establishment shrank from its peak and the moderates
rebounded from their bottom.

The steadily declining population in support of political
extremity pointed to a narrowing political divide and
polarization. It appeared that the subsiding momentum of
political controversies, such as the enactment of NSL and
electoral reform, began to show in the political makeup of
the population.
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Figure 7: Political inclination of population
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De-radicalisation of youths

Figure 8 shows the change in the composition of youths (aged 18
to 29) by political inclination. The proportion of moderates fell by
6.7 percentage points to 66.0%. Non-establishment supporters
were further divided into ‘democrats’ and ‘others’, with the latter
representing the localist camp. Democrats increased by 5.2
percentage points to 18.5% while other non-establishment
supporters rose by 0.2 percentage points to 11.3%. The
proportion of pro-establishment supporters fell by 0.2
percentage points to 1.6%.

From mid-2017 to early 2019, there had been encouraging
signs of de-radicalization of youths, when the population of
moderates was high and rising. This trend, however, was
reversed as the proportion of non-establishment supporters
witnessed a steep rise, surpassing moderates for some time.
Furthermore, within the non-establishment group, localists
sometimes overtook democrats. Since mid-2020, the
situation of radicalisation clearly eased as the proportion of
localists subsided and moderates surpassed the entire
non-establishment group.
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Figure 8: Political inclination of youths
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5. Continuation of 1C2S

An issue of utmost importance for the future of Hong Kong is
the continuation of 1C2S. In previous surveys, respondents
were asked about whether this constitutional arrangement
should be continued beyond 2047, and those who answered
‘should” would be asked further about favourable conditions
toward such as a goal. This set of questions became irrelevant
after the central government assured that this policy must be
preserved over the long term. However, it may still serve the
purpose of improving and upholding 1C2S by understanding
people’s needs for a preferred future. Therefore, all
respondents were asked to choose what conditions would be
favourable to the continuation of 1C2S from the following list
(they were allowed to choose more than one item):

- Maintaining a high degree of autonomy;

- Maintaining economic prosperity and stability;
- Political system democratises further;
Maintaining national security; and

- Others (please specify).

Figure 9 shows the percentages of respondents who chose
each of the five conditions. Overall, people’s preference
remained unchanged. ‘Maintaining economic prosperity and
stability’ (56.6%) ranked first. ‘Maintaining a high degree of
autonomy’ (42.5%) came second. ‘Maintaining national
security’ (31.6%) ranked as third and it overtook ‘political
system democratises further’ (29.0%).

Figure 10 shows how the patterns of choice and their stark
contrast differed by political inclination. Moderates viewed
‘maintaining prosperity and stability’ and
‘maintaining a high degree of autonomy’ as almost equally
important. Pro-establishment supporters pursued the former
and equally favoured ‘'maintaining national security'
Non-establishment supporters shared moderates’ view by
ranking the latter as a key condition but also placed similar
emphasis on ‘political system democratises further’.
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For pro-establishment supporters, ‘maintaining national BHRS TEFEIRZ2) NEGREENE > T
security’ fell by 12.3 percentage points to 61.1%. Other BRI 3EEDEE6L6% o HMAEINEEH)

conditions fluctuated, including a fall in ‘maintaining B TRBERERRE) THT10.1ET D
economic prosperity and stability’ (61.6%) by 10.1 percentage (61.6%) N MERFsEER) THKR3S8EFDRL
points and a fall in ‘maintaining a high degree of autonomy’ (43.4%) o

(43.4%) by 3.8 percentage points.

Moderates’ view remained largely stable, and shares of BIUKE DRIBRGENTERERTE > #TME

most of conditions decreased. ‘Maintaining economic RAEBEEBIE TEE o TROBMERZEEETE) #T
prosperity and stability’ experienced a decrease of 9.3% but ERO3EE DI (58.9%) - #BEBH MERaE
remained the top-ranked condition, surpassing 'maintaining BBl (422%) - DHEEE—-o

a high-dearee of autonomy' (42.2%)

Non-establishment supporters continued to place higher JFRBIEEBSES THERSERR) » THT6.8
importance on ‘maintaining a high degree of autonomy’ BEDE (522%) ° TEHE—FRFL) T
(52.2%) with a fall by 6.8 percentage points, matching with a T139BEEDE (47.2%) @ TEKE#IFESERE
fall of ‘political system democratises further’ (47.2%) by 13.9 EJ (50.2%) B EFS58EIEDR o

percentage points. ‘Maintaining economic prosperity and

stability’ (50.2%) increased by 5.8 percentage points.

Figure 9: Favourable conditions for the continuation of 1C2S beyond 2047
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Note: Answers before 2023 did not include those believed 1C2S  ‘should not” be continued beyond 2047 (about a
quarter of respondents). Readers should take careful note of these changes and their interpretations.
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Figure 10: Favourable conditions for the continuation of 1C2S beyond 2047 (by political inclination)
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Note: Answers before 2023 did not include those believed 1C2S  ‘should not’ be continued beyond 2047 (about a quarter of
respondents). Readers should take careful note of this change and its interpretations.
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6. Citizens’ Identity

We also surveyed how citizens identify themselves: whether
as Hongkongers or Chinese. Figure 11 shows members of the
public continued to identify themselves much more strongly
as Hongkongers than as Chinese. The scores for these
identities started to reconverge since 2022 H2. In the latest
round, the divide between them further narrowed as the rating
for Hongkongers rose by 5.6% to 8.23, and the rating for
Chinese rose by 3.7% to 7.03. The increase of rating for
Hongkongers reached a statistically significant level.

The extent to which the public identified themselves as
Hongkongers and Chinese can be better demonstrated by
Figure 12, a graph mapping the mix of identities rated by
respondents against time. On a 0 to 10 scale, the median
score of 5 indicates a moderate level of identification. Ratings
that are higher than the median indicate relatively strong
identification; ratings that are lower than the median indicate
relatively weak identification. These levels of strength can be
grouped into four categories: dual identity (strong in both
identifications), stronger identification as Hongkongers only,
stronger identification as Chinese only, and others, which
include those without a dominant identity.

Earlier surveys showed a clear pattern that most Hong Kong
citizens are typically cognizant of their dual identity as both
Hongkongers and Chinese. This had gradually changed since
mid-2019 and rebounded after hitting rock bottom in
mid-2020. Dual identity became the dominant identity again
by overtaking ‘Hongkonger only’ since 2022. The share for
dual identity continued to rise by 0.6 percentage points to
60.0% in this round.

Identification as Chinese may not be the same as patriotic, but
identification as both Hongkongers and Chinese is a
pre-requisite for ‘devotion to China and Hong Kong'. The fact
that the proportion of Hong Kong people with dual identity is
continuing to rebound after months of sharp decline since
December 2018 suggests easing societal tension that would
doubtlessly be beneficial to the implementation of 1C2S. We
have not overlooked the possibility that current persistent
international condemnation of China also has an impact on
how Hongkongers look at themselves. The importance or
otherwise of this will hopefully become clearer in time.
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Figure 11: Citizens’ identity scores
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Figure 12: Citizens' identity mix
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Rank correlation

Statistical analysis yields the observation that there was a MEtDMERTRESEARFEAEDREZE
positive correlation between identification as a Hongkonger RIEHER » BIHEEEER A S/ \E’]Hﬁ EUINHES
and as a Chinese. The converse also held true, as the rank REASD > RZIFAR - EHRBBAE %ﬁ( ?%
correlation coefficient was 0.242 and this was statistically 0.242 > #ist LIFREE - BRBFEEEAKTF
very significant. The finding that the two identities as B A& D8 EEEEN %7%?? F—EmEl B
'Hongkongers' and 'Chinese ' were mutually reinforcing each BRMEMY -
other provided a strong basis for the implementation of 1C2S.
Table 5: Rank correlation of citizens’ identity
RS MRS DDESRERAS
2022.7 20227 2023.7 20237 2024.2
Correlation 1BREAEX 0.141 0.430 0.332 0.374 0.242
t-statistic t #EATET 4.39 14.25 10.32 12.21 7.77
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7. Topical Issues

BERES

Emigration

Table 6 shows the public's emigration plans. Those who had
‘no plans’ to emigrate remained the majority (80.8%),
exceeding those who ‘have plans’ (17.9%). The two groups
recorded an increase of 5.2 percentage points and an increase
of 3 percentage points, respectively. As a result, their net value
experienced a fall of 2.1 percentage points since the last round
t0-62.9%.

Figure 13 and Figure 14 show the net value of different age
groups and political inclinations that planned to emigrate,
respectively. The greatest increases were witnessed
among the 40-49 and 60-69 age groups. The former
increased by 5.1 percentage points to -57.3% and the latter
by 4.4 percentage points to -77.4% with a statistical
significance. For 30-39 age group and 70 or above age
groups, the former fell by 15.2 percentage points to -42.5%
and the latter fell by 9.7 percentage points to -90.0%.

Expectedly, non-establishment supporters were more likely
to have plans to emigrate than respondents of other
political inclinations. Their net value fell by 10.1 percentage
points to -24.1%. For pro-establishment camp, the net value
increased by 1.7 percentage points t0 -90.3%.

Past studies have suggested that surveys often
inaccurately amplify the number of individuals who seek to
emigrate, as only a fraction of those who express interest in
emigrating eventually do so in reality. Caution should
therefore be exercised in interpreting the above findings,
though they still provide valuable references of degree and
extent of concern. The relaxing of immigration
requirements by ‘popular’ countries in response to the
implementation of the Hong Kong National Security Law
might also mean that plans to emigrate might not
necessarily be induced by a lack of confidence in 1C2S or
the socio-political situation of Hong Kong but simply seen
as ‘opportunities not to be missed’ by those who had
wanted to immigrate in any event.
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Table 6: Public’s emigration plans

=6 : TRBRBINIEE

20221 2022.7 20231 2023.7 2024.2
Have Plans BT& 23.0% 15.8% 12.3% 14.9% 17.9%
No Plans #&$T& 65.7% 74.4% 78.1% 75.6% 80.8%
Don't Know ME41iE 11.3% 9.8% 9.5% 9.5% 1.3%
Net Value 73& -42.7% -58.6% -65.8% -60.8% -62.9%

Net Value: The percentage of those who chose ‘Have Plans’ minus the percentage of those who chose ‘No Plans’.
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Figure 13: Public’s emigration plans(by age group)
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Note: An asterisk(*) indicates a change in scores compared with the previous round that is big enough to be statistically significant.
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Figure 14: Public’s emigration plans (by political inclination)
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Willingness of living or working in other cities of Greater Bay Area (GBA)

Table 7 shows the willingness of living or working in other
cities of GBA. The proportion of those who were ‘willing’ to live
or work in the GBA was 6.9%, and those ‘unwilling’ was 57.7%,
leading to an increase in net willingness by 5.3 percentage
points to -50.9%. This result is statistically significant.

Figure 15 and Figure 16 show the willingness to live or work in
other cities of the GBA by age group and by political
inclination, respectively. Net values of all age groups rose.
Those who aged 30-39 experienced the strongest increase
among all age groups, with a rise in net value by 12.6
percentage points to -54.1%. Net willingness of those aged
60-69 and 50-59 increased by 9.4 and 7.9 percentage points
t0 -47.0% and -40.8% respectively. The changes in 30-39 and
60-69 age groups reached statistical significance.

Net willingness of supporters of all political camps also
increased, except for non-establishment supporters. The net
willingness of pro-establishment supporters rose by 3
percentage points to -25.0%. Among moderates, it increased
by 9 percentage points to -47.4% with statistical significance.
Non-establishment supporters saw a fall of 4.5 percentage
points to -79.8%.
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Table 7: Willingness of living or working in other cities of Greater Bay Area (GBA)
K pIEEBBRKNESEEESNERNER

20221 2022.7 2023.1 2023.7 2024.2
Willing &% & 5.6% 4.5% 3.4% 51% 6.9%
Not willing T &Z& /& 66.5% 69.6% 75.2% 61.3% 57.7%
Maybe / Don't Know B{& / FEHIE 27.9% 25.9% 21.3% 33.6% 34.2%
Net Value 7#& -60.9% -65.2% -71.8% -56.2% -50.9%*

Net Value: The percentage of those who chose ‘Willing’ minus the percentage of those who chose ‘Not willing’.
BE T&8ZE) WaRlEE TMaZE) NEtt

Note: An asterisk(*) indicates a change in scores compared with the previous round that is big enough to be statistically significant.
5t MR RAVET D ERER ST LR EUER( T )5
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Figure 15: Willingness of living or working in GBA(by age group)
15: FIFEERXEEEFSNERNER (1RFRARE 7S )

-40% Value Changes
FE 21
W 18-29 -58.5% (11.3%)
W 30-39 -54.1% (1126%) *
-60%
W 40-49 -47.5% (12.1%)
W 50-59 -40.8% (17.9%)
80% W 60-69 -47.0% (19.4%) *
W70 -61.1% (12.7%)
All Respondents FiE= &  -50.9% (15.3%) *
-100%

20221 202277 20231 20237 20242

Figure 16: Willingness of living or working in GBA(by political inclination)

16 : IEEBRNEREENRENEME (ZEAEEED )

0%
Value Changes
FE #1k
-20% '/\\./. B Pro-establishment 2%k -25.0% (13.0%)
B Moderates SAFIK -47.4% (19.0%) *
-40%
B Non-establishment FEEZE®IKR ~ -79.8% (14.5%)
-60% AllRespondents FTE®EFE  -50.9% (153%) *
-80%
-100%

20221 20227  2023.1  2023.7 2024.2

Note: An asterisk(*) indicates a change in scores compared with the previous round that is big enough to be statistically significant.
5L 1 UUEERRAVET D A RIER St LREE KT i LESE( T )3 -
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HEBHFHENRED

Confidence in the education system of Hong Kong

Table 8 shows the level of confidence that the public displayed
in relation to the education system of Hong Kong.
Respondents showing confidence in the education system of
Hong Kong fell with a drop of 2.5 percentage points to 39.1%.
Those who opted for the opposite rose by 6.2 percentage
points to 43.6%. Thus, this led to a sharp decrease of 8.7
percentage points in net value, reaching -4.5% with statistical
significance.

Figure 17 and Figure 18 show the level of confidence in the
education system of Hong Kong, segmented by age group and
by political inclination, respectively. All age groups
experienced a fall in net value except aged 70 or above. The
net value of the 40-49 age group had the greatest fall among
all groups, with a decrease by 16.5 percentage points to
-26.1%. Age groups of 60-69 and 50-59 experienced falls over
10 percentage points, and their net values were 17.8% and
-0.9% respectively. The changes for 40-49 and 60-69 age
groups reached statistically significant level.

The net value of non-establishment supporters rose by 14.4
percentage points to -57.6%, while the net value of moderates
decreased by 8.9 percentage points to -2.6% and it was

KRBT RESBHERENEL - HHERIE
BELONEHETEK > BLT25@80HE
39.1% > MELHLH EATE2EBRDEE
43.6% ° AL P BEXRBTIKXTS7TEE DR
-4.5% > EMRETE LRIEEE KT o

B 174018 185 5l BRI A F e 4B B AN BUA R R &
DRHEBHEGIENE0  BR705SLLESN - BT
BFGAENRFE ST © 40-49% B FE TR T
16.5MB B DRE-26.1% © 60-695% K 50-595% 42 A1 A1l
DRI T T BIB10E S NEEE17.8%/5%-0.9% ° TE
H > 40-495 £ 60-695% R ERICUBIER IR 5TE £89
BERE -

SRR FENFELATI4AEEDHE
-57.6% @ MANKCFER T T8.MER DI E
-2.6% 0 HWEIERMET 2 LRAERE - Rtz

statistically significant. In addition, the net value of Gh o ERBRAYFE LFT.6EH D EES8.6% ©
pro-establishment supporters increased by 7.6 percentage

points to 58.6%.

Table 8: Confidence in the education system of Hong Kong

R8I HEBHBHENEO
20221 2022.7 20231 2023.7 2024.2
Confident B{E 10 187% 26.7% 29.6% 47.6% 39.1%
Not Confident {510 67.8% 40.6% 40.8% 37.4% 43.6%
Half-half —=5 11.3% 29.5% 24.2% 18.7% 14.8%
Don't know / Difficult to say FEXNiE / 1788 22% 3.2% 55% 2.3% 2.6%
Net Value J$& -49.2% -13.9% -11.2% 42% -4.5% *

Net value: The percentage of those who chose ‘Confident’ minus the percentage of those who chose ‘Not Confident’.
BE D AE0 NERLEEE MEE0 a2

Note: An asterisk(*) indicates a change in scores compared with the previous round that is big enough to be statistically significant.
5L MR RAVET D ERER ST LREEKT > EMUER( T )5
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Figure 17: Confidence in the education systemof Hong Kong (by age group)
17: HEBHBHENEO (RFRARNES )

Value Changes
BE #(E
40%
W 18-29 -37.5% (] 7.4%)
20%
k W 30-39 362%  (133%)
0% W 40-49 261%  (1165%) *
-20% W 50-59 -0.9% (112.0%)
-40% W 60-69 17.8% (116.1%) *
-60% H=>/0 41.3% ( 1 1.0 O/O)
80% All Respondents FRB=ah#&E -4.5% (187%) *
-100%

20221 2022.7 20231 2023.7  2024.2

Figure 18: Confidence in the education systemof Hong Kong (by political inclination)

18 : HEBHEHENEL (RECAEDEID )

80%
Value Changes
60% BE #Z1(t
40% B Pro-establishment &k 58.6% (17.6%)
20% B Moderates BNk -2.6% (1-89%) *
0% : N

W Non-establishment SEEZHIR -57.6% (1 14.4%)
-20%

All Respondents FrE=ah& -4.5% (176%) *
-40%
-60%
-80%

-100%

2021.7 20221 20227 20231 20237 20242

Note: An asterisk(*) indicates a change in scores compared with the previous round that is big enough to be statistically significant.
5t MR ARAEE D ERERST LREE KT > HEMUESR( T )5
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HABBRBKTFHHEE

Satisfaction with the performance of civil service

Table 9 shows the level of satisfaction that the respondents
demonstrated in the performance of the civil service.
Respondents who were satisfied with the performance
decreased by 8.7 percentage points to 40.7%. Those who were
dissatisfied increased by 8.3 percentage points to 35.9%. These
changes resulted in a large fall in net value to 4.8% and such a
change was statistically significant.

Figure 19 and Figure 20 show the level of satisfaction with the
performance of the civil service by age group. Net values of all
age groups fell sharply except aged 30-39. The net value for
30-39 age group rose by 8.6 percentage points to -14.8%. Net
values for the 60-69 and 50-59 age groups were 13.4% and
8.3% respectively despite of decreases of 29.4 percentage
points and 21.8 percentage points, the only two positive net
values among all ages. The changes of 40-49, 50-59 and
60-69 age groups reached statistically significance.

Net values for supporters of all stances varied in changes. For
non-establishment supporters, their net value fell by 4.4
percentage points to -33.1%. Meanwhile, net values of
pro-establishment rose by 6 percentage points to 58.0%, and

ROBTESNEH RHERBAKTIREE « ZT
MERZHE RS TEEDREA0.7% o TmE
WEZ5HE LT T8 3METNIEIS 9% o HIE > F
BARETERE4L8% » EEMTE CHEEIRZE -

BESHHABERF K FNREE « R 7T
30-395% 40 0 EERFH AR R FE AR TBE o
30-39FAFE LT T8.6MEDEE-14.8% °
60-695%A150-59 A0 B A P& > BERDBIAIE T
BT 29 4EEDEM21.8EEDIE13.4%H
8.3% > EfMRATEATE MRt —mEZHES E
HUF(E © 40-49 3% > 50-595%A160-695% BB Ay &
BEDMTE LBERE -

NRBUAIERRI S FFE B ETE EE) o SFREFIK
SFENBE TR T44EEDEE-33.1% > &
TKANRBLKBY B E DRI T BT 14.5(E B 0 258 _E 7+
BB R DB E6.5% M58.0% o HA » SBANKHERN

those of moderates fell by 14.5 percentage points to 6.5%. HEEDR R LREERE °

Table 9: Level of satisfaction in the performance of civil service

&9 I HABERBKTHREE

2022.1 2022.7 2023.1 2023.7 2024.2

Satisfied M= 26.2% 42.6% 40.3% 49 4% 40.7%
Dissatisfied TR 492% 29.8% 26.9% 27.6% 35.9%
Half-half —=3 21.7% 25.8% 29.9% 19.7% 27.5%
Don't know / Difficult to say PEXNE / 47 &8 3.0% 1.7% 3.0% 3.3% 1.9%
Net Value ;3{& -23.0% 12.8% 13.4% 27.8% 4. 8%*

Net value: The percentage of those who chose ‘Satisfied” minus the percentage of those who chose ‘Dissatisfied’.
BE T TREl WE2EE MaEl a2

Note: An asterisk(*) indicates a change in scores compared with the previous round that is big enough to be statistically significant.
5T Wb s R ET D AR ER T EREEKT » EUESR( [ )5ERE
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Figure 19: Level of satisfaction in the performance of civil service (by age group)
B19 : BAKERBKTEHREE (REREREID)

Value Changes

60% FE 1k

W 18-29 -19.4% (114.1%)
40%

W 30-39 -14.8% (186%)
20%

W 40-49 -8.1% (]28.6%) *

0%

W 50-59 8.3% (121.8%) *
-20% W 60-69 13.4% (129.4%) *
40% m>70 40.6% (112.6%)

All Respondents FTAS & 4.8% (117.0%) *
-60%

2022.1 2022.7 2023.1 2023.7 2024.2

Figure 20: Level of satisfaction in the performance of civil service (by political inclination)
B20 : HABERBKTOREE (ZBUatERES)

80%
Value Changes
BE 21t
60%
B Pro-establishment 22k 58.0% (16.0%)
40%
Nes| N o) 0, *
20% W Moderates JRHIK 6.5% (| 14.5%)
0% B Non-establishment FEZHIK  -33.1% (1 4.4%)
-20% All Respondents FRAS#E 4.8% (117.0%) *
-40%
-60%
-80%
-100%

2022.1 20227 2023.1  2023.7  2024.2

Note: An asterisk(*) indicates a change in scores compared with the previous round that is big enough to be statistically significant.
5L Wb RAVET D ERIER St LREECTE S UESR( T )ER -
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8. Recent Political Events

ATHER (FiE) HDH

Public’'s knowledge about National Constitution

Table 10 shows public’'s knowledge about the National
Constitution. Respondents opted for ‘familiar’ and
‘unfamiliar’ both increased, along with a decrease in ‘don’t
know / difficult to say’. More respondents (48.5%) believed
that they were unfamiliar with the Constitution than those
who felt familiar (30.1%). 18.9% of respondents deemed
half-half. As a result, the net value was -18.3%.

Table 10: Public’s knowledge about National Constitution

& 10 AMHER (FE) #I0H

RIOBTAREEZK (FX) H8HE - BREZ5H
EFRTAHE (485%) o mE A (30.1%)
SEhE AR A=A 0 18.9%MShER LN —FF o

AL > FE#-18.3% °

2023.7 2024.2
Familiar 5858 28.9% 30.1%
Unfamiliar ~5838% 47.6% 48.5%
Half-half —=5 15.5% 18.9%
Don't know / Difficult to say MBS/ 47 #f:8 7.9% 2.5%
Net Value /#& -18.7% -18.3%
Average 95> 415 4.22

Net value: The percentage of those who chose ‘Familiar’ minus the percentage of those who chose ‘Unfamiliar’.

BE D TR BEAtRE TR0 BBt

MERHEHERERNRE

Impact of new electoral systems to Hong Kong’s governance

Table 11 shows the perceived impact of new electoral
systems for Legislative Council and District Council to the
governance of Hong Kong. More respondents believed that it
would have a negative impact (31.9%) than a positive impact
(25.0%). 30.3% of respondents deemed that there would be no
impact. Altogether, the net value was recorded at -6.9%.

RINBTARBAILAENEZG T ERGIE
HEBEANEE RELTHEMEEEEEHKE

FZ (31.9%) ZRIEE&ZZ (25.0%) °
303% WRshERAEERETE - HIL > FE

#5-6.9% °
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Table 11: Impact of new electoral systems to Hong Kong’s governance

K1 ERFIEHEBELHTE

AllRespondents FTARHE

Positive impact 1EEIF 28 25.0%
Negative impact BHEF2 31.9%
No impact BB & 30.3%
Don't know / Difficult to say IB%138/ 7 &iE 12.9%
Net Value FM& -6.9%

Net value: The percentage of those who chose ‘Positive Impact’ minus the percentage of those who chose ‘Negative Impact’.
FE: TIEEFE B EE TEERE Bt

HIZERBENAEE

Satisfaction with the performance of Legislative Council

Table 12 the level of satisfaction that the respondents RIDBETARHILZEHNMEE - REZTE
demonstrated in the performance of Legislative Council. More (49.1%) HEITm > HERE Eﬁﬁéﬁ% RAE
respondents (49.1%) felt dissatisfied than the ones who felt 31.9% ° B —B5E > 15.6% MZHERA—F

satisfied (31.9%). 15.6% of respondents deemed that it was F oo AL BEH-17.2% °
half-half. Altogether, the net value was recorded at -17.2%.

Table 12: Level of satisfaction in the performance of Legislative Council

K12 HIDEEREE

All Respondents  FREZHE

Satisfied = 31.9%
Dissatisfied TimE 49.1%
Half-half —3 15.6%
Don't know / Difficult to say PER1IE/ 47 $8 3.4%
Net Value J3& -17.2%

Net value: The percentage of those who chose ‘Satisfied” minus the percentage of those who chose ‘Dissatisfied’.
FE D TREl WESEE Masl B2t

BRECETRE

Generation gap and political divide

Table 13 and Table 14 are summaries of the net values RIBLRIABAE AR T ABUA T A EE - I
generated from questions about selected political HER RBUAEEE D

controversies, further categorized by age and political

inclination.



There were unambiguous patterns in how respondents of
different ages and political inclinations react to these
controversial events. Generally, the net values increase with
age and decrease as the political inclination move away from
the pro-establishment end. For instance, the 18-29 age group
and non-establishment supporters were the most critical
about the political controversies, while pro-establishment
supporters tended to produce the highest net values, often the
only positive net values in any category.

Taking the extreme views displayed by different political
camps into account, the stance of moderates is valuable as a
reference point signalling the general public’'s opinions
towards the topical issues. As for this round, moderates’ view
towards the impact of new electoral systems on governance
was again independent from the pro-establishment and
non-establishment camps, suggesting that rationality and
pragmatism are rooted in the Hong Kong community.

Table 13: Generation gap over selected political events (by age group)

=13 HIEEBAEG 2B (EREID)

ZEHENEE RBUAERE N FE SR
PHIERAR - — M s FEMBFRIZEM L
W BEEA B R BER BRI B o B30 > 18-295%
AP R IERBDRE BUAFZTELEEE © B
KBB4 BREZMAMARFMH—
BIIE(E o

&= PE

BRREMBUATRB N BRIHER - BRI EL
HEBE LIS EEZ2EEE  RARBNE
& S WmME o BHKERMERGEUNREE
EREABHNNEFIKEIFRTIR > KRt
BEUEBENES -

Legislation against ~ Public’'s knowledge

National Security Law

Legislation on

crowdfunding New electoral

False Information about Constitution S —— activities systems
EEERITE B (R wEm  VCeE) commay  EEHE
2023.1) (2023.7) (2023.7) LA, (2024.2)
(2023. : (2023.7) ’
18-29 -40.3% -48.9% -41.5% -35.8% -26.1%
30-39 -40.1% -49.4% -50.5% -35.0% -23.7%
40-49 -7.8% -31.2% -6.5% -9.8% -20.0%
50-59 -5.6% -17.4% 3.7% -1.5% -7.1%
60-69 1.6% 9.5% 25.2% 0.0% 5.3%
=70 18.8% 15.2% 16.3% 2.2% 21.0%
Allrespondents FrB a3 -10.7% -18.7% -6.8% -12.3% -6.9%

Table 14: Political divide over selected political events (by political inclination)

*® 14 HEEBARMGZEAEE (REUAIERSID)

Legislation against

Public’s knowledge National Security Law  crowdfunding

Legislation on
9 New electoral

False Information about Constitution o s activities systems
BEEALE B EH mm e ey | FREHE
(2023.1) (20237) (2023.7) (2023.7) (2024.2)
Pro-establishment 21K 65.0% 48.6% 81.5% 48.3% 46.3%
Moderates SRF1IK -82% -231% -6.0% -12.3% -4.1%
Non-establishment FEEE IR -56.6% - 33.0% -68.6% -53.1% -57.1%
Allrespondents FiE Z5h& -10.7% -18.7% -6.8% -12.3% -6.9%
Recent Political Events

ITEAAEA A
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|. Methodology

RN —EmHFEE

Construction of 1C2S Index

We construct a conceptual framework to capture the current
situation of 1C2S through 3 pillars based on public opinion and
3 pillars based on international perception. The 3 pillars on
public opinion are Hong Kong public’s evaluation compiled
from telephone polls on the implementation of 1C2S. The 3
pillars on international perception are compiled from relevant
indices produced by international think tanks on the state of
freedom and democracy in the world. Each pillar has 4
sub-pillars. As such, we create a measurement system
comprising 6 pillars and 24 sub-pillars. An equal weight is
given to sub-pillars to produce a pillar score. The 1C2S Index
is the simple average of all 6 pillar scores. Table 15 below lists
out the 6 pillars and 24 sub-pillars used in our index.

HPEBR—EHIERUEEEEEE [—EHm
fil) BB > B REFERIESIT KRERTE
M3ELE - REFENIELZHLRINAEBTR
HEBRMAESTHERE —BEWH BT « BEER
SHERRE AR EEEREE Bk 8B RER
MMAIERERIEE - SRR RABF T
ISR R OB M4BT - §IEF X
HEFIERE > UFAEZENDEH - T—EW
) IEBUBOAXAERIME TN o & 157HE
BT RIS AT AN 24TEF S 4 o




Table 15 : Pillars and sub-pillars of 1C2S Index

#&15: T—Emfl) S8 FMFE
Pillar S24% Sub-pillar F3#+
A1. Self-conduct of administrative affairs B{TERIBITEES
A. High Degree of Autonomy A2. Independent judiciary BII &AM
=SEBSA A3. Independent legislature ¥BIr1r;%#E
A4. 'Hong Kong people administering Hong Kong' B AAE
;.T; B1. Original ways of life RBEEEA T
B B. Human Rights and Freedom B2. Freedom of speech, association and assembly =&~ A4t F1E S B
:é N =)= B3. Democratic development RF3/&
<§ B4. Equal protection of theLaw SA{2T (R
? C1. Resolving differences via dialogue and negotiation ¥zE AT E
C2. Safeguarding national sovereignty, security & development interests
C. Hong Kong-Mainland Relations
HEBERTIE 22 NERNT
[ R RA R A o
C3. Maintaininglong-term prosperity and stability 415 EHIESEE
C4. Full implementation of 1C2S in the future SRR ESXE —EIRIH]
D1. Business environment & mIR1E
D. Economic Openness D2. Market access T3P
- BB D3. Regulatory quality BsE & &
g D4. Financial stability £REE
E1. Rule of law %34
% E. Civil Liberty E2. Securityand safety Z&
é NERREF E3. Expression, association and assembly R At B E S
é E4. Individual rights {& A
% F1. Constraints on power #4149
: F. DemocraticDevelopment F2. Political pluralism BUGA%TT
RF#EE F3. Civic participation ARZ 8
F4. Democratic culture BEX1E

Appendix |. Metho
it
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1.1. Public Opinion

We obtain 3 pillar and 12 sub-pillar scores on the
implementation of 1C2S from our telephone polls conducted
by the Hong Kong Institute of Asia-Pacific Studies of the
Chinese University of Hong Kong. Every sub-pillar is
represented by one survey question. Table 16 shows the
survey questions asked to obtain the sub-pillar scores. Each
round, about 1,000 individuals will be randomly sampled by
the CATI (computer-assisted telephone interviewing) system.
All of the respondents aged 18 or above and spoke either
Cantonese or Mandarin. To better represent the distribution of
the Hong Kong population, all data are weighted by the
proportion of gender and age of people aged 18 or above
(excluding foreign domestic helpers) according to the Census
and Statistics Department.

Table 17 shows the statistical and scientific standards of each
survey. The telephone surveys have started to employ a
dual-frame sampling design since 2021 H1. It randomly
selects phone numbers from a combined sample of
residential landline and mobile phone numbers. Given many
individuals may own both landline and mobile phone numbers,
additional steps are taken in the weighting method to avoid
estimation inaccuracy caused by double-counting or other
unknown factors. The calculations are detailed in the below
sub-section.

In the telephone poll, many questions employed 1 to 7 as the
rating scale in the survey process, with 4 as the median. This
scale, which is known as the Likert scale, is commonly
adopted for psychological assessments. This scale is used
instead of a 0 to 10 scale as the latter is deemed too finely
graduated and cumbersome for respondents to choose from.
However, to better conform to existing indices — which tend to
be expressed on a 0 to 10 scale (with 5 as the median) — we
converted the results mathematically into the popular 0 to 10
scale.

1.1. RERE

RMEXEBPXRBEBDAMEFTETSERE
T UEETREES T—Emf) AI3EE
MI2BFEED - E—FEEHENR BT
St e & 16BN S BT EARERIR G RIE
SHBEEPEEUBMEEENE RG> B
MR - SIRIRAL,000A » 2 EEI8A AU
Lo EERERANEES o ETOME > BURK
RE BB 5T EEAY 185 8L LA MRl K FF 5 )

(HOFRINERER L) FINEERE > LERSSE
BAODHBEERBR

RUTBWMBH AR N 2IRE - SFEHE
BN 2021 EH¥ FRERBEEMERS > HEE
& 48 B 5t S SO B B SR AS M S AR A B B
HEHMELSEEE - AR A D ARR A REEHE
AR AORE BN 0 AREEFEREMT
BRESRNEERE @ ENETERKT
—EZEEFHHARE -

BEHET  ZHEEFHALETDHNADRE >
4n i ii8 - BROESERIRSERE >
RAERFER - BRRRIEHERAIELIONHR
E HENEBREE  STRENERE - 7B
A7 BEIFTREHULE - R BEEL AR
BEERBUALABENOEIONRE (LSO
gD o



Table 16: Questions on public opinion
K16 . RERAEME
Sub-pillar Survey Question
FEHE FREERIE
A1 ‘After the handover, Hong Kong has been able to practice a high MEHEz% > SBETIRERL  BTREREMT

A2

A3

A4

B1

B2

B3

B4

C1

C2

C3

C4

degree of autonomy, and has been able to handle its own internal
administrative affairs. To what extent would you agree?’

‘After the handover, Hong Kong has been able to maintain
independent judiciary powers. To what extent would you agree?’

‘After the handover, Hong Kong has been able to maintain
independent legislative powers. To what extent would you agree?’

‘How successful has the practice of “Hong Kong people
administering Hong Kong” been?’

‘After the handover, the original ways of life of the Hong Kong
people have maintained. To what extent would you agree?’

‘After the handover, Hong Kong continues to enjoy the freedoms of
speech, association and assembly. To what extent would you
agree?’

‘After the handover, the development of Hong Kong's democratic
system has been progressively implemented, following the
provision of the Basic Law. To what extent would you agree?’

‘After the handover, people in Hong Kong continue to be protected
by the Law regardless of their economic capabilities, identities and
social classes. To what extent would you agree?’

‘When conflicts between mainland China and Hong Kong arise,
how confident are you that the conflicts can be resolved through
consultation and dialogue?’

‘After the handover, Hong Kong is able to keep intact the
sovereignty of China, national security and profits from
development projects. To what extent would you agree?’

‘After the handover, Hong Kong is able to maintain long-term
prosperity and stability. To what extent would you agree?’

‘How confident are you in the full implementation of “One Country,
Two Systems” in Hong Kong in the future (before 20477’

WEH o IRARERIE? )

MEfmz k> SBEERTEIBILBIEDERE - (RE&F

U

CfRz % > SBEERSIIBIBIDERE - (REEE

BIE? )

[EEBRIRE

RRAEE TBAAE) BEMINE?
MCIw2 % > BENBEBHERREEWMAETEA - ME%
BEE?
Rz % > BEEREZTASH  SHEETEMH - (R

AEREIE? )

oz’ > SBBRIKGIERE  ERZRELLH
RTE  BREERSEE - IRERERIE?

Molgp 212 » BEATHOHTEET] ~ SRR
BESNISEVERIRE - MARFEREE?)

IHRENMBEBHIRET ER > WM BEHER
ERFUBER - IRBERARELIE? )

Oz’ > S UHEHERRTE - Z2ER
Fa o IREEBEREIE?

(ClsRZ % » BEENEFIERELRIETE - MAXRE
BIE?

MRBERAXELEEBWMARZE (BN2047481) EREE
T F—Emsy 0E?
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Table 17: Survey details
RI1T : AERER

Number of Respondents

Response Rates

Round Survey Period ZHANEL O Confidence Level  Sampling Error

LN BERH Landline  Mobile Total Landline  Mobile BIiEKF KRR E
E48 Fi# nagr B4 Fi¥%

2017 H1 523-6.3 1,002 - 1,002 36.8% - 95.0% +3.10%
2017 H2 12.11-12.23 1,006 - 1,006 39.5% - 95.0% +3.09%
2018 H1 523-6.2 1,004 - 1,004 37.2% - 95.0% +3.09%
2018 H2 12.3-12.12 1,001 - 1,001 38.8% - 95.0% +3.10%
2019 H1 527-6.6 1,002 - 1,002 38.0% - 95.0% +3.10%
* 7.24-87 1,001 - 1,001 39.5% - 95.0% +3.10%
* 10.17 - 10.31 1,002 - 1,002 38.0% - 95.0% +3.09%
2019 H2 12.10-12.20 1,000 - 1,000 40.8% - 95.0% +3.10%
2020 H1 6.9 -6.29 1,001 - 1,001 39.5% - 95.0% +3.10%
2020 H2 12.22-1.13 1,002 - 1,002 32.5% - 95.0% +3.10%
2021 H1 6.21-79 498 503 1,001 30.9% 31.4% 95.0% +3.10%
2021 H2 12.20 -1.10 497 506 1,003 30.6% 30.0% 95.0% +3.09%
2022 H1 6.23 -7.11 481 521 1,002 26.9% 28.2% 95.0% +3.10%
2022 H2 12.15-1.18 474 531 1,005 24.4% 26.7% 95.0% +3.09%
2023 H1 6.13 -7.18 432 578 1,010 16.6% 23.3% 95.0% +3.08%
2023 H2 112 -2.29 248 763 1,011 31.4% 38.2% 95.0% +3.08%

Note: “** denotes surveys conducted in addition to the biannual exercise.

5t T B FRERIEEINRNR -
1.1.1. Weighting method for dual-frame sampling

In dual-frame sampling, weighting adjustments are made for
the ownership of phone numbers in addition to the distribution
of the Hong Kong population. Since each individual owns a
different amount of landline and mobile numbers, each has a
different probability of selection as respondents. To eliminate
over-representation of any individual, the first weight factor
(WT1) approximates the probability of selection for each
respondent. It is a ratio of the amount of landline and mobile
numbers owned by a respondent to the total number of those
in the territory. WTTi is calculated by the inverse of probability
of selection of individual i, i.e. WTTi = mi-1.

1.1.1. SEEFERBIRIMES X

FEEEEFBELET » BT UEBAONDH
ESREI  NBE2AMA TIRBEEEREFEFL
HE - BRNEABEATREMENEHE KR ER
SERS - MPIRIH TR RN B TR o BFIRER
—ARBEARNKE  BE—IBELEESER
SHEWRBEREPREX s QIUSUZHEES
KEEEBEEBFHTEHE > HEE2BR
EEMEEE R T HIPSEE - MEEFL (WTLD)

ZAENABEME WP BENTEEREER
BIWT1i=mi-1°



Where & i =i-thperson selected SBiZ#WIAPHIIAL
Ny, =amount of sample’s landline numbers 3R [EEHEBESEIE R AHE
N}, = amount of population’s landline numbers 2 25 |2 B 488 s5 9EFE 4281
tl!‘ = amount of i-th person’s landline numbers ZBiZ A TRFHEE N EHBERISEE

eiL = amount of eligible respondents in the household £ A HEEIRZHAH

Ny, = amount of sample’s mobile numbers FHSEIBRAHE

Nm = amount of population’s mobile numbers 2 314 SRb5AE 2L
t{™ = amount of i-th person’s mobile numbers i A 1B AEBNFHSFEHE

Sampling in telephone surveys is randomized by phone
numbers without demographic consideration. The second
weight factor (WT2) adjusts the size of every sample group to
match population distribution in terms of gender and age.
WT?2 is calculated by dividing the population estimates of a
gender and age group by its sample size and the sample’s
probability of selection.

roup population estimates
WT2 = group pop

group sample size X WT1

The final weighting factor (WT_F) is calculated by the
following formula.

total sample size
WT_F = WT1 X WT2 X

total population estimates

Where % WT_F = final weighting factor &#&MERTF

BrE R E N E BENS - REZ B AL
5 e IR 72 (WT2) #ZMBIMFE » BES
—EEE AU EL S AT o R TF2ER T
B FEE D HHA DG ERERUURA R NFIERR
BB o

SAAOME
BAKRAAR/N X WTL

WT2 =

RERIMERAFELNT

BEEA)
BALGTE

WT_F = WT1 X WT2 x

WT1 = weight factor adjusting for the ownership of phone numbers 3% B sESRHEHI IR+

weight factor adjusting for the distribution of the Hong Kong population

WT2 = | R "
HEEBALDHHIINERF

1.2 International perception

We obtain 3 pillar and 12 sub-pillar scores on the state of
freedom and democracy in the world from tracking indices
compiled by international think tanks. Every sub-pillar is derived
from multiple indicators. They offer a wide coverage of scopes
and territories enabling us to compare Hong Kong's position on
the global stage with an 1C2S perspective. There are two
selection criteria for data sources. First, their datasets must
cover Hong Kong to allow a direct comparison. Second, their
indicators must capture key areas of 1C2S that draw
international attention. Also, every data source has a different
geographic coverage, only locations observed by at least three
quarters of all data sources are included. As a result, 127
indicators from 9 data sources are adopted in our model to
score and rank 148 countries and territories. Tables below show
the list of indicators and their sources. Data sources include:

1.2. EIPRFE

WP ERRE EiR M RAEHEY - UES
BEtE W R EHERIENNBIZE TN I2IEF
AEET) o BIRTF MRS EERER 0 B
BIRRERZNERNMER » ©HMEHHR T—
Bl B F2NES LIEREBIML -
HPEWERREZHEIOR | —  EMNEE
ERAEHEEE  UEETERLE ; — - ©ff
BERL B RERGREEAAROM T—EmE)

RASELEIE o b4 - BEEIERRT AT ERIHIE
BEEHCE > RAIRFMAESERRT » RDE
Moz = RERtE - Eit > RABRERAR
BOEEUEACREY 127 EHE 1R A 148(EEI AN 2 i
TR DMFER o LTNIIRBTRIERBERENR
IR o BURIRELE ¢
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« Cato Institute and Fraser Institute: Human Freedom Index (HFI);

« Economist Intelligence Unit: Democracy Index (DI);

+ Freedom House: Freedom in the World (FiW);

+ International Institute for Management Development (IMD): World Competitiveness Yearbook (WCY);
« Reporters Without Borders: World Press Freedom Index (WPFI);

+ V-Dem Institute: V-Dem Dataset (V-Dem);

«  World Bank: Doing Business Index (DB);

« World Economic Forum: Global Competitiveness Index (GCI); and

+  World Justice Project: Rule of Law Index (RoLl).

Table 18: List of indicators on international perception (D. Economic Openness)
K18 | EFEHMEZ 525K (D. KBEFHER)

Sub-pillar Area Indicator Description Source Scale
FEE o BiR it IR RE
- Business D11 Pillar 1: Institutions - 1.10 Burden of government regulation GClI 1-7
28w facilitation D12 5C Business regulations EFW  0-10
GE®  peem D1.3 Paying Taxes DB 0-100
st @\ D1.4 Resolving Insolvenc DB 0-100
=G M “Labourmerket D15 Pillar 8: Labour market GCl 0-100

HENTHIS D16 Business Efficiency - 3.2 Labor Market WCY  0-100
@ Free trade D21 4 Freedom to trade internationally EFW 0-10
§ EhEs D272 Pillar 7: Product market - Trade openness GCl 0-100
< iﬁé B D23 Trading across Borders DB 0-100
I Market D2.4 Starting a Business DB 0-10
2 competition D25 Gov‘emmem_ E_fﬂciencyf 2.4_Busmess Legislation WCY  0-100
o ISR D26 Business Efficiency - 3.5 Attitudes and Values WCY  0-100
e D2.7 Pillar 7: Product market - Domestic competition GClI 0-100
Protection of D31 2C Protection of property rights EFW 0-10
- property rights D32 Infrastructure- 4.3.27 Intellectual property rights WCY  0-10
= RIBFABERE D33 Pillar 1: Institutions - Property rights GCl 0-100
S D3.4 2F Legal enforcement of contracts EFW 0-10
> e Enforcement of D35 Government Efficiency - 2.3.09 Legal and regulatory framework ~ WCY  0-10
£ an contracts D36 Enforcing Contracts DB 0-100
ER BITEe% Pillar 1: Institutions - 1.11 Efficiency of legal framework in settling
2 D37 disputes GCl 1-7
s Corporate D38 Business Efficiency - 3.3.06 Auditing and accounting practices WCY  0-10
governance D39 Pillar 1: Institutions - Corporate governance GClI 0-100
TtEER D3.10 Protecting Minority Investors DB 0-100
public finance P41 3 Sound Momey » o EFW 0-10

5 ALY D472 G‘ovemmem Efficiency- 2.1 O7 Public finance WCY  0-10
22 % D43 Pillar 4: Macroeconomic stability GCl 0-100
g% % D44 5A Credit market regulations EFW 0-10
< & 4§ Moneymarket D45 Business Efficiency - 3.3.06 Banking and financial services WCY  0-10
e g D46 Getting Credit DB 0-100

D4.7 Pillar 9: Financial system GCl 0-100




Table 19: List of indicators on international perception (E. Civil Liberty)
R19  BIRRSTEZIERIR (E 2RER)

Sub-pillar Area Indicator Description Source Scale
FxtE = Ei=2 it IR RE
Judicial ET.1 F.Rule of Law - F1. Is there an independent judiciary? Fiw 0-4
independence : ) .
e A E12 Pillar 1: Institutions - 1.07 Judicial independence GCl 0-100
F. Rule of Law - F2. Does due process prevail in civiland .
ig Civil and criminal E1.3 criminal matters? ’ " Fiw 0-4
) Justice E1.4 Government Efficiency - 2.5.01 Justice WCY 0-10
3 REAMEAE  £15 Factor 7: Civil Justice RoL 0-1
5 E16 Factor 8: Criminal Justice RoL| 0-1
2 F. Rule of Law - F4 Do laws, policies, and practices
& Equal protection  E17 guarantee equal treatment of various segments of the FiW 0-4
w TEIRE population?
18 Access to justice V-Dem 0-1
Regulatory E1.9 Factor 6: Regulatory Enforcement Roll 0-1
enforcement E1.10 Rigorous and impartial publicadministration V-Dem 0-4
BB E1.11 Transparent laws with predictable enforcement V-Dem 0-4
E2.1 Pillar 1: Institutions - 1.07 Organized crime GCl 1-7
Absence of crime  £2 2 Pillar 1: Institutions - 1.04 Reliability of police services GCl 1-7
" B £93 Eigisg”e% Order and Security - 571 Crime is effectively RoLl 01
® E2.4 B Security and Safety - Bi Homicide PFI 0-10
= F. Rule of Law - F3. Is there protection from the illegitimate
:,)53 Right to life E2.5 use of phy?sical force and freedom from war and FiW 0-4
k= insurgencies”
§ AR E2.6 Physical violence index V-Demn 0-1
E £97 Factor 4 Fundamental Rights - 4.2 The right to life and Roll 01
Cc})‘i ' security of the person is effectively guaranteed
o _ £98 B Security and Safety - Bii. Disappearances, conflicts, and PF| 0-10
Civil conflict and i terrorism
terrorism E29 Pillar 1: Institutions - 1.03 Terrorism incidence GCl 0-100
MBS 2 £10 ‘I‘—‘ﬁqc‘tté)é 5: Order and Security - 5.2 Civil conflict is effectively RoL| 01
f E31 F Freedom of Expression- Fi Press Killed PFI 0-10
4 E32 F Freedom of Expression- Fii Press Jailed PFI 0-10
A £33 D. Freedom of Expression and Belief - D1. Are there free and Fivy 04
g independent media?
+Ii:+ﬂ D. Freedom of Expression and Belief - D3. Is there academic
i E34 freedom, and is the educational system free from extensive  FiW 0-4
Expression political indoctrination? ‘ ‘ -
= =i D. Freedom of Expression and Belief - D4. Are individuals
g E35 free to express their personal views on political or other FiwW 0-4
§ sensitive topics without fear of surveillance or retribution?
o E36 World Press Freedom Index WPF 0-100
S E37 Freedom of expression index V-Dem 0-1
S E38 Alternative sources of information index V-Dem  0-1
2 Factor 4: Fundamental Rights - 4.4 Freedom of opinion and
o E39 S ! RoL| 0-1
2 expression is effectively guaranteed
<CE E3.10 E. Associational and Organizational Rights Fiw 0-12
S - E311 Freedom of peaceful assembly V-Dem 0-4
8 oo™ 312 CSOentryandext V-Dem  0-4
u% EEE E3.13 CSO repression ‘ V-Dem 0-4
- £3.14 Factor 4: Fundamental Rights - 47 Freedom of assembly Roll 01

and association is effectively guaranteed

* Combined with E3.1 to reflect a revision from Cato Institute.
* RIFERFEZERT 2 185] > BAE3. 15 M o
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Sub-pillar Area Indicator Description Source Scale
FEHE Einf 1512 it HIR RE
D. Freedom of Expression and Belief- D2. Are individuals
E4.1 free to practice and express their religious faith or nonbelief FiW 0-4
Religion in public and private?
e E4.2 Freedom of religion V-Dem 0-4
- E4.3 Religious organization repression V-Dem 0-4
Ea4 Factor 4: Fundamental Rights- 4.5 Freedom of belief and RoL| 0-1
religion is effectively guaranteed
G. Personal Autonomy and Individual Rights- G1. Do
£45 individuals enjoy freedom of movement, including the abilit i 0d
Movement : to change their place of residence, employment, or
B education?
E4.6 Freedom of domestic movement V-Dem  0-1
_ E4.7 Freedom of foreign movement V-Dem 04
i G. Personal Autonomy and Individual Rights- G4. Do
z E4.8 individuals enjoy equality obpportunity and freedom from Fiw 0-4
& Labour economic exploitation?
3 E4.9 Government Efficiency- 2.5.11 Equal opportunity WCY 0-10
% E4.10 Freedom from forced labor V-Dem  0-1
'?_:; £411 Factor 4: _FundamentalR\ghts— 4.8 Fundamental labor rights RoL| 0-1
g are effectively guaranteed
2 G. Personal Autonomy and Individual Rights- G2. Are
2 Property rights 412 individ_uals_able to exercise t_he right to own property anc 04
< " establishprivate businesses without undue interference fronr
O TWEER
state or nonstate actors?
E4.13 Property rights V-Dem  0-1
E4.14 Relationship Freedoms PFI 0-10
Relationship G. Personal Autonomy and Iﬁdividual Rights— G3. Do
individuals enjoy personal social freedoms, including choice .
RA% E4.15 ; . : : Fiw 0-4
of marriage partner and size of family, protection from
domestic violence, and control over appearance?
Privacy, non- Factor 4: Fundamental Rights- 4.1 Equal treatment and
discrimination Fa16 absence of discrimination RoL 0-1
and equal
treatment . .
- . Factor 4: Fundamental Rights- 4.6 Freedom from arbitrary
g sesaRm BALT interference with privacy is effectively guaranteed RoL 01
FEHEE
Table 20: List of indicators on international perception (F. Democratic Development)
®20 : BIRSTEZIERIIR F REER)
Sub-pillar Area Indicator Description Source Scale
FEiE ) 1E1R EiE:pun IR RE
F1.1 Functioning of government DI 0-100
F1.2 Factor 1: Constraints on Government Powers Roll 0-1
- F1.3 Judicial constraints on the executive index V-Dem  0-1
E F1.4 Legislative constraints on the executive index V-Dem  0-1
® Executive check C. Functioning of Government- C1. Do the freely
e HAYTTEE elected head of government and national legislative A
F1.5 ; ! S FiW 0-4
. representatives determine the policies of the
% government?
o F16 Pillar 1: Institutions- 1.08 Efficiency of legal aCl 0-100
S framework inchallenging regulations
£ C. Functioning of Government- C2. Are safeguards !
s F1.7 ) . . : Fiw 0-4
£ against official corruption strong and effective?
g ?giﬁg‘t’;sf F1.8 Government Efficiency- 2.3.13 Bribery and corruption  WCY 0-10
o e 0-1 (inverted
o HEER F1.9 Political corruption index V-Dem . (
18R
F1.10 Factor 2: Absence of Corruption Roll 0-1




Sub-pillar Area Indicator Description Source Scale
FEE R EIF it IR RE
F2.1 A Electoral Process Fiw 0-12
Electoral process Egé (Ej\‘ectoralﬂ ptﬁoces_ssnd pluralism \?‘D 81 00
e g3 10 . ean elections index -Dem -
EREE F24 Share of population with suffrage V-Dem  0-1
F2.5 Disclosure of campaign donations V-Dem 04
B. Political Pluralism and Participation -B2. Is there a
F2.6 realistic opportunity for the opposition to increase its FIW 0-4
support or gain power through elections?
B B. Political Pluralism and Participation -B3. Are the
Y Political £ 7 people’s political choices free from domination by Eivy 0.4
s competition ) forces that are external to the political sphere, or by
= BUASES political forces that employ extrapolitical means?
£ F2.8 Public campaign finance V-Dem  0-4
3 F2.9 Divided part trol ind V-D Lo
S . ivided party control index em B84
El F2.10 Elected officials index V-Dem  0-1
= B. Political Pluralism and Participation - B1. Do the
g people have the right to organize in different political
N £ 171 parties or other competitive political groupings of their e i
. : X W 0-4
Party chope, and is the system free of undue Qbstac\es to
development the rise an;j fall of these competing parties or
5% groupings”
HEERE F2.12 Barriers to parties V-Dem 04
F2.13 Party ban V-Dem  0-4
F2.14 Opposition parties autonomy V-Dem 0-4
F2.15 Party institutionalization index V-Dem  0-1
B. Political Pluralism and Participation -B4. Do
various segments of the population (including ethnic,
Political rights F3.1 racial, religious, gender, LGBT+, and other relevant Fiw 0-4
and awareness groups) have full political rights and electoral
" Brater R opportunities?
qg\\i F3.2 Political participation DI 0-100
Eﬁ F3.3 Mass mobilization V-Dem  0-4
N F3.4 Civil society participation index V-Dem  0-1
< Citizen k35 Engagement in state -administered mass V-Dem 0.4
= engagement organizations ‘
s ARSBE F36 Engagement in independent trade unions V-Dem 04
£ F37 Engagement in independent political associations V-Dem 04
o F38 Engagement in independent non-political associations  V-Dem  0-4
3 F39 Pillar 1: Institutions - 1.06 Budget transparency GClI 0-100
o T F3.10 Pillar 1: Institutions -1.12 E-participation GClI 0-100
e ransparency o
and open C. Functioning of Govemment - 3. Does the ,
government F3.11 government operate with openness and Fiw 0-4
IS /ARS transparency?
F3.12 Factor 3: Open Government RoL| 0-1
F3.13 Government Efficiency -2.3.11 Transparency WCY 0-10
EE| F41 Political culture DI 0-100
i F42 Deliberative component index V-Dem  0-1
EBH itical Polarizati 0-4 (inverted
Public attitude F4.3 Political Polarization V-Dem %)
% RREE N _ 0-4 (inverted
3 F4.4 Political violence V-Dem )
% F45 Factor 5: Order and Security - 5.3 People do not RoLl 01
g resort 1o violence to redress personal grievances
£ Political equality F46 Equal protectw_on index V-Dem  0O-1
o s F4.7 Equal access index V-Dem 0-1
X e F4.8 Equal distribution of resources index V-Dem  0-7
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1.2.1. Aggregation method for composite indicators

International indices are often released with a considerable
time lag due to the extensive data compilation from a large
number of countries. Very few indicators are collected for
release in the immediate index period. Hence, we offset the
time difference by rolling data forward to the release date. In
other words, indicators are assigned to the index period in
which they become available. Figure 21 shows the number of
indicators by years offset. An alternative approach is to
backdate data to the collection period. However, this approach
has three disadvantages. No change will be observed in the
latest issue because new scores are applied to an earlier
period. Our biannual report will always record identical values
in the first and second halves because most datasets are
compiled on a yearly basis. Published scores will be revised
substantially in the subsequent issue because indicators are
updated retrospectively. It is noteworthy that backdating or
time offsetting affects only the presentation of historical
scores. Both approaches produce the latest pillar scores
based on the latest available data.

Countries and territories covered by insufficient data sources
are omitted in our model. For remaining included locations, an
imputation process is carried out to replace missing data.
Countries and territories are categorized into 7 regions
according to the World Bank region groups. When a missing
value arises, it is substituted with the regional average of
recorded values. To standardize the range of data values, the
complete dataset is transformed into a common scale by
min-max normalisation as the below formula. For each
indicator in each index period, the frontier value will be
rescaled to 10 and the bottom value to 0. Even if a country or
territory has the same raw score over time, its normalized
score can be changed due to a change in the minimum or
maximum value of the data series.

normalized score 1ZZE(L7 20 =

1.2.1. REEHNBSHE

BREXREHERHEFEFTHF - FUILERESH R
E—RERE > RADHBIERENRRES -
It HMEREBFEEFRBELREH > UL
BfEEE -MEZ  ERREE—#m&iiE
£ BAESE EEMERREL - B21ERK
FHBEZIERHE - ZIMEBEENTE B
RBFLCIPECMHOBERT > BEE =@
BB — HANANESRENBTIEAN
2 AR HDBREREMERTAIWER -
E_ 0 WAELFFA T FFAMNHTEES
18E > AR KRB DBEEIERRESFEEH—N -
= DEMNHFEERBREAEEST
BRI EERER - EFIENE > AR
FARLRRETEEL D BNFEER - #H
B EfMENTOREER > RamEEUE
MBBEASTERM O

HEORT BB R AR R ERER > WiEE
REREE » RIS LUERBE VAR - AR
B FRIRITHVRER P A M R R AR & TE I
Al o W LARZMERAR B A A #R B T I E R IR G
FBEE - AR R EREENSELERE(LC - B
EgEEE U N—RARELHAFRE —EH
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BE -BiERNRMNasENE > BIE—(EE
K MEETERREBSERNRG D &R
EERHDBUNER G -

x; — min (x)

max(x) — min(x)



A sub-pillar score is generated by its indicators with weights
determined by principal component analysis. It is a standard
statistical method that processes and simplifies data
scientifically in index construction. It extracts a dataset’s
principal components and identifies their weights in a way
that best explains variations across the data through the
below statistical analysis. Table 21 shows the weights of every
indicator in recent index periods. Measuring about 60
countries and territories only, the coverage of IMD's World
Competitiveness Yearbook is significantly smaller than other
data sources. As there are more missing than recorded
entries, we will assign a zero weight to IMD indicators for
unobserved countries and territories instead of imputing with
sub-regional average. The weights of available indicators from
the remaining data sources will be enlarged proportionately.

Figure 21: Number of indicators by offsetting years
B21 : K FRRE IR HE

2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023

1.5

—_

0.

¢

FEXREDHBESBZEER > MEERRNEE
MEMDDITEL - EE—EDTHB LSRR
et RURIBESINRRIEHNEET
& o TR BB EHBETR RO M® > LSR8
BRIZg O HEMNEE  BEREBEHERN
B EHE » (EM BT MREEURNE(L - R21FET
THRIE B S [EISREE « IMDERHEZ HERR
EHENCOERZFMME - LEHMEBRRNES
SRRV REANBELALENES o
Lo Rl SR it & - Mg R AEREE IR
RHEREST > MIFUMIEER R TIIEE
o BB RRREER ZIZ L AtIE K o

Offsetting Years  Changes

FHIRE 16
2021 H2 1.20 +0.29
2022 H1 1.09 -0.11
2022 H2 1.35 +0.27
2023 H1 127 +0.08
2023 H2 1.53 +0.18
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Table21: PCA weights (%)
=21 ERDHEE (%)

D. Economic Openness 4 BAM

E. Civil Liberty AE#F]

F. Democratic Development REEE

2021 2022 2022 2023 2023 2021 2022 2022 2023 2023 2021 2022 2022 2023 2023
H)  HI H2  HI__ H H2  HL  H2  H1I  HD H2  HL  H2  HL  H2

DL.1 118 121 129 139 218 El.1l 91 94 94 93 92 F1.1 124 124 125 124 124
D12 202 206 194 198 217 E1.2 T4 71 71 70 72 F1.2 126 126 128 125 125
D13 186 188 191 196 161 E13 104 106 106 105 105 F1.3 111 111 111 108 108
D14 169 173 169 170 104 El4 27 25 25 28 29 F1.4 86 93 93 96 95
D15 222 225 227 232 197 E15 105 105 105 106 107 F1.5 10.0 101 101 100 99
D16 10.4 8.7 9.1 6.6 103 E16 108 108 108 109 108 F1.6 50 49 48 49 49
D2.1 148 146 145 147 159 E17 86 87 87 87 86 F1.7 125 126 125 124 124
D22 153 152 151 153 153 E18 95 95 95 95 95 F1.8 42 36 36 41 42
D2.3 135 138 132 135 134 E19 109 109 109 109 109 F1.9 126 124 123 122 122
D2.4 99 116 112 111 115 E1.10 105 105 105 101 100 F1.10 11.1 11.0 11.1 110 111
D2.5 171 162 169 167 160 El11 96 95 95 97 97 F2.1 96 96 97 95 95
D26 115 96 101 9.6 9.0 E2.1 102 102 101 102 9.8 F2.2 94 93 92 92 91
D2.7 179 189 191 192 188 E2.2 106 106 105 106 102 F2.3 81 80 80 77 1.7
D31 133 131 131 132 127 E23 111 112 111 112 112 F2.4 16 15 15 14 15
D3.2 117 107 107 112 108 E2.4 51 51 46 47 52 F2.5 52 52 52 53 54
D33 137 135 135 138 138 £2.5 136 136 139 136 136 F2.6 95 94 94 94 93
D34 105 103 103 103 122 2.6 111 108 110 108 107 F2.7 86 87 87 86 86
D3.5 45 6.5 6.5 53 4.7 £2.7 142 143 142 141 137 F2.8 37 38 38 41 41
D3.6 82 80 80 81 80 p28 127 128 131 130 138 F29 01 02 02 03 03
D3.7 9.7 105 105 102 95 £2.9 592 51 48 49 44 F2.10 41 44 44 49 50
D3.8 98 96 96 100 96 10 63 64 68 70 73 F211 98 99 99 98 98
D3.9 109 104 104 106 107 £3.1 00 00 28 28 28 F212 83 83 83 82 381
D3.10 73 13 740 18 E3.2 32 30 B} B} . F213 6l 62 62 60 61
D4.1 156 159 155 159 174 £33 85 84 84 83 83 F2.14 89 89 89 89 89
D4.2 9.2 7.0 8.6 74 6.0 E34 83 83 83 82 82 F2.15 69 65 66 67 67
D43 213 216 221 230 225 £35 83 83 83 84 83 F3.1 133 129 128 127 127
D4.4 11.8 126 8.8 9.0 111 E3.6 80 77 77 17 18 F3.2 130 13.0 130 127 128
D4.5 149 155 171 163 148 E3.7 88 89 89 87 88 F3.3 00 10 10 13 12
D4.6 58 6.5 6.3 6.4 7.0 F3.8 76 79 78 16 16 F34 11.1 108 108 103 10.2
D47 214 210 217 222 213 £3.9 71 71 12 12 71 F3.5 70 63 63 173 712
F310 87 87 87 87 88 F36 44 48 48 51 48
E311 76 77 77 81 81 F37 40 38 37 49 47
F312 81 81 80 81 81 f38 26 28 28 33 31
F3.13 84 85 85 85 85 F3.9 105 103 102 98 103
F3.14 74 74 76 76 75 F310 75 75 74 70 74
E4.1 61 61 6.0 60 59 F3.11 139 141 141 135 134
E40 56 56 56 56 55 F3.12 122 121 123 117 117
F43 57 60 59 59 58 F3.13 05 06 06 04 05
E4.4 65 66 66 66 66 M1 126 133 131 131 128
E45 81 79 79 78 78 F4.2 128 131 130 134 135
E46 60 62 61 69 69 43 82 72 11 63 64
E47 54 56 56 59 6.0 F4.4 108 11.0 109 103 103
£4.8 8.0 79 79 78 78 F4.5 90 87 92 91 93
E4.9 03 0.1 0.1 0.2 0.2 F4.6 170 163 164 167 166
E4.10 53 53 53 51 51 F4.7 138 141 139 144 143
E411 63 62 62 61 61 F4.8 158 163 164 165 16.7

£4.12 82 80 79 79 718

E4.13 62 63 62 63 63

E414 43 43 43 41 43

E4.15 71 70 70 68 68

E4.16 44 43 46 44 45

E4.17 66 65 66 66 66




1.3. Revisions and refinement

After the first survey in June 2017, our questionnaire for public
opinion was refined in the 2017 H2, 2020 H2 and 2022 H1
rounds to increase validity. These refinements include change
of wordings and addition and removal of questions, affecting
five of the twelve questions used to compute public opinion
scores. Scores of the other seven questions are directly
comparable as they are identical in all surveys. Table 22 and
Table 23 show the history of the refinement of our
questionnaire and the score differences from it respectively.

We have expanded the measurement system for international
perception with more indicators and data sources since the
2022 H1 report to enhance objectivity. Figure 22 compares
every country’s score in the original and revised measurement
systems in the same index period. The overall correlation is
very strong. Despite a broader selection of indicators leads to
slight score differences, both systems are consistent with the
performance of a country.

Table 22: Revisions of questions on public opinion
xR REBEMEZB]

1.3. {BsTE:R%
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Round #&2%

Revision 1857

2017 H2

2017 H2

2020 H2

2020 H2

2020 H2

2022 H1

2022 H1

Removed ‘After the handover, the internal affairs of Hong Kong
have not been interfered with by the central and local
governments of China. To what extent would you agree?’

Revised ‘After the handover, the way of life of the Hong Kong
people has not been affected by mainland China. To what extent
would you agree?’ to ‘After the handover, Hong Kong has been
able to maintain their original way of life. To what extent would
you agree?’

Added ‘After the handover, people in Hong Kong continue to be

treated equally before the Law. To what extent would you agree?’

Added 'After the handover, Hong Kong is able to safeguard
national sovereignty, security and development interests. To
what extent would you agree?'

Added ‘After the handover, Hong Kong is able to maintain
prosperity and stability in the long term. To what extent would
you agree?’

Revised ‘After the handover, Hong Kong continues to enjoy the
freedom of speech.’ to ‘After the handover, Hong Kong continues
to enjoy the freedoms of speech, association and assembly.’

Revised ‘After the handover, people in Hong Kong continue to be
treated equally before the Law. To what extent would you agree?’
to 'After the handover, people in Hong Kong continue to be
protected by the Law regardless of their economic capability,
identity and social status. To what extent would you agree?’
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Table 23: Score difference due to revisions of questions on public opinion
K23 BT REBEMEZ T EE

Round &% Identical #8[7] Revised 1857 Difference #=fB
2017 H1 470 4.84 0.14
2017 H2 467 498 0.31
2018 H1 478 5.05 0.27
2018 H2 4.59 4.84 0.25
2019 H1 4.30 4.58 0.28
2019 H2 3.27 3.53 0.26
2020 H1 3.15 3.39 0.24
2020 H2 3.15 3.62 0.47
2021 H1 3.19 3.62 0.43
2021 H2 3.64 4.02 0.38
2022 H1 4.35 471 0.36
2022 H2 4.59 498 0.39
2023 H1 4.89 522 0.33
2023 H2 495 521 0.26

Figure 22: Score difference of revised measurement systems on international perception
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Construction of 1C2S Mass Media Index

We build up a massive dataset by collecting media articles
that contain the keyword ‘One Country, Two Systems’ from
news database. Our sample consists of 244,505 news reports
from 6 television and radio stations, 21 local daily newspapers
and 10 online-only media that were published between April
1998 and June 2023. Each article undergoes a ‘tokenisation’

HPLERT T—Em) BEREXE > El
RET244 505 BREBRIBEAHIBE > 25199854
HAZE2023F6 5B > REAHMOBEBERES ~ 21
7 B LOBAEREE - HPIERXEET '
A IBBBRETREDBERED (BN
G55) o MPIFBBBE20F B RHAEMERE



process whereby articles are segmented into words/phrases
(often referred to as tokens) via a computer algorithm. In the
sample period of over 20 years, our text corpus contains
around 118 million tokens. The number of articles processed
from each media source is listed in Table 25.

Common words that are inconsequential to the understanding
of news articles, such as pronouns, prepositions and particles,
are first removed before further analysis. To determine the
sentiment of an article, words are categorised as: ‘positive),
‘negative’ or ‘neutral’. The classification scheme adopted is
given by the sentiment dictionary for Traditional Chinese
words developed by the Natural Language Processing and
Sentiment Analysis Lab, Institute of Information Science,
Academia Sinica.

An article is made up of paragraphs. For each paragraph, net
sentiment is calculated by the difference between the number
of positive and negative words divided by the total word count.
At the article level, a net sentiment score is then derived by
averaging the net sentiment of its constituent paragraphs with
the below equation. To each news source, a daily net
sentiment score is further assigned by averaging the score of
all articles published in the past 30 days. This time frame of 30
days is a reporting standard of the media industry. MMl is set
at 100 on the base day of 1 January 2021.

BERYUEI0BEER - R2SBETREBMHREM
EENEHE -

FE—SDNMEEREANENEZR > RPAEL
FIREERNENERER > 1R« N
Bhe o A TR —BXENEE > BRMRARA
R AR BRI EAE S RIERS
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DR/BEIOAPAE LR BT D - RETT
FBBELBORFEAREEN - BEEHA20214]
BIRAREREHA -

N = total number of paragraphs EEZEE

i = the i*" paragraph i lEEE

v (@ —=b
net sentiment score (T4 — =1y a; = number of positive words IFEZPIEH
MHA -
N b; = number of negative words EEZBIEE

w; = total number of words IFEZPIEH

People often receive news from multiple sources and
channels. Since there are substantial differences in the
number of news articles published by various sources and in
the number of viewership via various channels, the article
count of a news source alone could be an insufficient
representation of its influence and perceived importance
among readers. To ensure 1C2S MMI's reliability, the
sentiment score for each news source is weighted by public
perceptions of its credibility based on the survey ‘Public
Evaluation on Media Credibility’ conducted by the Centre for
Communication and Public Opinion Survey, The Chinese
University of Hong Kong and each media channel is weighted
based on people’s main sources of news from the survey
‘Appraisal of the Local News Media’ conducted by Hong Kong
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Table 24: Articles processed in 1C2S MMI
R24 . BIEIEB 2 FEIRIRIBEL

Database Total
2022 Q4 2023 Q1 2023 Q2 2023 Q3 2023 Q4

HiEERS
TV & Radio EHRES 888 649 544 478 765 26,973
Cable TV / Hong Kong Open TV
SR A RSN 57 69 29 22 42 996
Commercial Radio BZHE& 88 90 12 59 90 3,565
Metro Radio #TiE& 130 104 75 81 80 2,478
Now TV 149 124 94 119 181 5,697
RTHK &EE& 313 214 180 150 280 8,968
TVB HEAEER 151 48 94 47 92 5,269
Newspaper & 4,240 3,083 2,884 2,527 3,185 209,229
am730 115 78 78 73 106 5,131
Apple Daily 3ERHZR - - - - - 13,076
Headline Daily FE{&H IR 24 28 16 - - 1,721
Hong Kong Commercial Daily & &R 298 208 141 160 218 19,153
Hong Kong Daily News #7#R - - - - - 4,476
Hong Kong Economic Journal &%k 183 118 122 129 141 6,133
Hong Kong Economic Times #&7% H#R 70 64 71 64 60 9,395
Lion Rock Daily &3&1F 58 33 26 20 42 651
Metro Daily #m H#R - - - - - 1,528
Ming Pao Daily News BB 191 137 126 118 156 15,655
Oriental Daily News 75 HR 113 74 44 22 28 10,345
South China Morning Post m#E R R 35 19 21 13 18 707
Sharp Daily Z&R - - - - - 152
Sing Pao AfIR 32 50 31 32 59 5,464
Sing Tao Daily 2EHR 425 277 289 202 260 16,494
Sky Post I53R 17 11 10 7 - 833
Ta Kung Pao KA 1,321 920 957 823 1,018 47,192
The Standard ZEX R 5 4 - 5 3 107
The Sun K5 - - - - - 4,828
Tin Tin Daily News RKAXHR - - - - - 452
Wen Wei Po S EE#R 1,353 1,062 952 859 1,076 45,736
Online-Only Media #E484% 602 794 629 513 776 25,130
Bastille Post BBV 227 504 389 246 388 11,422
Citizen News RFTE - - - - - 1,186
HKO1 &% 01 318 246 199 225 306 8,586
Hong Kong Free Press & & E HHE - 2 4 5 6 44
Initium Media Im {81 9 2 4 3 9 177
In-Media #8732 - - - 4 28 510
Passion Times Z&[M ¥R 35 37 30 29 38 659
Post 852 852 ##k - - - - - 631
Speak Out HK & A&t 13 3 3 1 1 55
Stand News 1735#E - - - - - 1,860

Total #8%] 5,730 4,526 4,057 3,518 4,726 261,332




2.1. Accuracy test

1C2S MMI is underpinned by a lexicon-based model which
treats each paragraph as a bag of words and as a result may
detract from the overall context of the paragraph. For
instance, the model may not be able to detect nuances in
writing such as sarcasm and therefore do not understand fully
the true meaning of a paragraph. Nonetheless, whilst this may
be a limitation when analysing publications such as novels,
this is less of an issue for news articles which are written in a
more direct manner.

To ascertain the accuracy of this lexicon-based method in
identifying the sentiment of a paragraph, two researchers
manually categorised around 18,000 paragraphs randomly
drawn from the text corpus into ‘positive, ‘neutral’ and
‘negative’ categories. References to which newspaper a
paragraph came from were removed before the paragraph
was presented to our team of researchers. If these two
researchers classified a paragraph differently, a third
researcher would be asked to make the final verdict. In this
accuracy test, sentiment labels given by the first two
researchers coincided with each other around 80% of the
time. As shown in Table 26, 2,363 paragraphs were
considered as ‘positive’ whereas 1,472 were classified as
‘negative.’

Sentiment scores for each group of paragraphs were then
derived by the same lexicon model used in the construction of
1C2S MMI. In our model, the sentiment of a paragraph is
assumed to be encapsulated in the proportion of positive
words minus that of negative words - the higher the sentiment
score, the more positive a paragraph is expected to be.

Table 26 also shows the average sentiment scores of these
three groups of paragraphs. In particular, ‘positive’ paragraphs
identified by the team of researchers have an average
sentiment score of 21.76%, around 7.5 times as high as
‘negative’ paragraphs. In addition, the differences in average
sentiment scores among these three groups are tested to be
statistically significant via a multivariate regression model,
suggesting that results given by the lexicon model are largely
in line with judgements made by human researchers.

Table 25: Results of accuracy test
RS EBEER
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Positive Neutral Negative
IFE Hiz =]
No. of Paragraphs Classified by Human Researchers 2363 14202 1479
B S E S BRERYH R ' ' '
Net Value 21.76% 14.42% 2.92%
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1. HEFERE

1. Comparable Surveys

r—EmEl R
Perception of 1C2S

Our 1C2S Index reflects local and international perceptions of
areas such as Hong Kong's high degree of autonomy, human
rights and freedom, democratic development, economic
openness, and Hong Kong-Mainland relations. We conduct
telephone surveys and collect data from international think
tanks every six months. Hong Kong Public Opinion Research
Institute (HKPORI, formerly Public Opinion Programme of the
University of Hong Kong) also conducts telephone surveys
quarterly to gauge public confidence in 1C2S. Respondents
are asked, ‘Generally speaking, are you confident in “One
Country Two Systems”?". Figure 23 shows that these surveys
display a similar trend with a decline from mid-2017 to
late-2019 followed by a gradual rebound.

Figure 23: Comparable survey on perception of 1C2S
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BIRERE

Media sentiment and public opinion

We use big data techniques to measure media sentiment
towards 1C2S covered by TV stations, radios, newspapers
and online media. 1C2S Mass Media Index (MMI) measures
daily net sentiment of media reports. It is calculated
monthly and reported quarterly. As media sentiment is an
important factor in the formation of public opinion, we
compare it with HKPORI’s Public Sentiment Index (PSI). PSI
quantified Hong Kong people’s sentiments towards the
prevailing societal, economic and political climate. It
appraises the concepts of ‘good governance’ and 'social
harmony’ by evaluating the government
performance and social conditions. Figure 24 shows both
MMI and PSlI oscillated in 2017 and 2018, bottomed in 2019
and embarked on a path of recovery.

overall

Figure 24: Changes of MMI and PSI
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We ask citizens about their political inclination in our
half-yearly survey and classify them as pro-establishment
supporters,  non-establishment  supporters  (including
democrats, localists, and self-determinists), and moderates
(including centrists and those without specific political
inclination). HKUPOP conducted telephone surveys every two
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weeks to collect citizens' political inclination and results from
October 2016 to June 2019 were released. After spinning off
from the University of Hong Kong, HKPORI launches the ‘We
Hong Kongers' series and invites citizens to fill out
questionnaires via email almost every week. Results are
rim-weighted to obtain political inclination of the online group.
The Hong Kong Institute of Asia-Pacific Studies (HKIAPS) of
the Chinese University of Hong Kong conducts regular
telephone surveys to assess popularity of the chief executive
of the HKSAR government. Political inclination of respondents
has become part of its release since 2020.

Political inclination identified by HKPORI and HKIAPS, while
termed differently, aligned closely with our classification.
Moderates in our survey correspond to HKPORI's ‘inclined
towards the centrist camp’ and ‘no political inclination /
politically neutral / not belong to any camp’ and HKIAPS' 'no
specific inclination’. Non-establishment  supporters
correspond to HKPORI's ‘inclined towards the pro-democracy
camp’ and ‘inclined towards the localist camp’ and HKIAPS'
‘non-establishment’. Pro-establishment supporters
correspond to  HKPORI's  ‘inclined towards the
pro-establishment camp’ and HKIAPS' 'pro-establishment’.
Figure 25 shows that both surveys are consistent with our
findings. A trend of deradicalization was witnessed from
mid-2017 to late-2019, followed by a rapid formation and
dissolution of non-establishment supporters in the immediate
year and the rise of moderate politics since mid-2020.

Figure 25: Comparable surveys on citizen's political inclinations
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Citizens’ Identity

Two types of questionnaire design are commonly used to
track citizens’ self-identity in Hong Kong, the ‘dominant
identity’ design and the ‘'multiple identity’ design. A ‘dominant
identity’ design classifies one's identity either as ‘Hongkonger’
or ‘Chinese’, and in some cases, includes certain mixed
identities, e.g. ‘Chinese in Hong Kong’, ‘Hongkonger in China’
and ‘both’ Respondents are compelled to select only one
among two or more identities. If proportionally more people
choose one category, the proportions of other categories
must go down.

We adopt a ‘multiple identity’ design which uses separate
guestions to measure citizens' identification as ‘Hongkonger’
and ‘Chinese’. This approach allows a possible scenario where
a citizen identifies oneself more or less strongly as
‘Hongkonger’ and ‘Chinese’ simultaneously. Furthermore, the
source data enable us to categorize citizens into four
dominant identities: strong identification as Hongkongers
only, strong identification as Chinese only, dual identity with
strong identifications in both and others which include those
without a dominant identity.

HKPORI's identity survey employs both the ‘multiple identity’
and ‘dominant identity’ questionnaire designs. Respondents
first rate their identities as ‘Hongkonger’ and ‘Chinese’
separately. After that, they will choose one amongst these four
categories: ‘Hongkonger’, ‘Chinese", ‘Chinese in Hong Kong
and ‘Hongkonger in China’. Although HKPORI releases results
of both designs, media in Hong Kong focuses on the first part
only as it is more popular in public surveys. The proportion of
citizens that identify themselves strongly as both
‘Hongkonger’ and ‘Chinese’ cannot be reflected.

Figure 26 shows the ratings of citizens’ identification as
‘Hongkonger’ and ‘Chinese’ from HKPORI and us using a
‘multiple identity’ design. Both surveys suggest that the
‘Hongkonger’ identity maintained high in 2020 and then
declined. The ‘Chinese’ identity recovered from its lowest level
in 2019 and 2020. Figure 27 shows results from HKPORI and
us using a ‘dominant identity’ design. HKPORI refers ‘Chinese
in Hong Kong’ and 'Hongkongers in China’ as ‘mixed identities’,
which corresponds to our ‘dual identity’. Both surveys suggest
that the majority of Hong Kong society possess a ‘dual
identity’, while being temporarily overtaken by ‘Hongkonger
only’ from 2019 to mid-2021, it has resurged to become the
primary identity since late-2021.

ERNENRARFEEMEBERS : [E25
D1 R TETED ME TEBF D) RE
WREE—fREENTERES F8 A & T
BA mME > HEBMA TEENTEA
MMERNEBA ~ TMESER) $LEES
Do RHEFENMENZTEE T EEED
—& > MRFBEEFT—ES DAL - BE
Hith S It HIE B o

HPINBEHEA (L5890 NEER > BB
TEBERTRIANE FBA) K THEA

BERREIRGET 0 > BESO IR RFTAEY T&HB A

K THREA) MESHBEREMNR » HE R
S RBMNEARGEMEBEHEHTRN IZ£25
ol BAME  REFBAS)BERANE
SEPEASDERRIF - AMES DITES
LRBRNEERE  URBEREEIEE DD
H5 D8R o

ERERMNSHDREARERERA L1570
R ITIZS9)) MEMSGRT - M REH
FEEBA) & THEA mMESDDAFD B
HOESHHEEET—&E > GF T&B8A)
FREAY ~ TEBRNTEA) K PENEE
A) c HEREERNIATMEBGHER - BEH
K TZEEED ) AZHAEMKA > FIUERE
BAERERENER » RERMBELDTRF
By TEBA) & BN MESSEESE
SBE e

B26AHMAMNEERMN 2059 BEE
RoBTIHRYE THEBA & THEA mES
DO - MIERERKRR FBA F0E
20205 /e ugRlE - m ThEIAL 5728
FE2019F 2020 B A SRR B M - B 27
BETARMNEBERMN EE259) BAEH
R EBRIE THBNFEA) K TTENE
BA BES TEEE D) » HERMH NEE
BEL - MERFEAKRK TEERFE) 258
HEHARLE > E2019FF20215F0HK [
BEEN) REERMA > WR2021FEBREA T
MED °

Appendix Il. Comparable Su

b5 11 FE FE




‘ONE COUNTRY TWO SYSTEMS' INDEX Bl 52 |

Figure 26: Changes of scores with ‘dominant identity’ design
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Figure 27: Changes of proportions with ‘multiple identity’ design
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